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BEES PEE EOCEDS 


 whereto the Author was im- 
portun'd by Perſons of Quali- 
ty, to compleat with Brief, | 


 Pithy, and Proper Illuſtrati- | 
ons , Suitable to ſich Sub- þ 
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A Commentary upon Chaucer's 
| Prologue 0 his Millers Tale. 
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_ Yen that the Knight, &-. 


Sr Our Famous and ever-living 
= | Chancer, having in his Knight's 
Tale. exprelled the ſweet Comical paſlages 
pf conſtant Love, covertly ſhadowed under ; 
the perſons of Palamor and Arcite Corri- 
als in their Love to Fly: Our merry 
olt, infinitely delighted with the Pleafure 
of that Story, defires to have theſe Tales 


continued, as the Task was at firſt by him 
contrived, 


Unbokled is the male, &-c. 
:A familiar and proper kind of Speech,im- 


Ping how their Wits being now ſet awork, 
3nd the Male of their Conceits xbak/ea, 


> B | none 


a k 
| ls x #, 


[2 | 
none ſhould be ſo unſociably retired, as to * 
ingrols his Conceits to himſelf, and not | 
| havethem diſcovered. ' 


Now telleth Sir Monke, e-. 


He gives the Monk pre-eminence; but | 
the drunken Miller admits of no ſuch pre- J: 
cedence : his Drink frees him from all Mo- | 
naſtick reverence. p 


: 't 
But in Pilates voice he began to crie, 1 
And ſwoze, &c. | 


Here he deſcribes to life the humor of a jr 
Drunkard ; Fearful Oaths are ever the! 
overflows of full Pots. 't 


Our yolt ſaw that he was dzonkenof]- 
And ſaid, abide Robin leve bzother, (ale\f 


A pleaſant conteſt betwixt our Hoſt and 
the Miller z whom he firſt mildly Jabours to}! 
perſwade, but when no reaſon will prevail,J* 
he concludes, iP 


Tell on a devil way | 
Thou azt a fool, thy wit is overcome. | 


Wherein the Hoſt diſcovers his anger, 
and in a paſſionate manner gives way to hi F 
tumor. Qou 


% 
4 


[3] 


| Nowherkethqd. the Miller, all and 
: But firſt J make a p2oteſtacion (ſome, 
| That I an D2onke, Cc, ; 


| The Miller makes ſtrong Liquor his Apo=- 
. Jlogy, purpoſely to procure more attention, 
i == {4 leſs offence : For true was his ob» 
. }ſervation in Aſſayes of this nature : 


; In telling tales, unleſs the truth we ſmother, 
1 In pleaſing one, we may diſpleaſe another. 


| Right cautious are we thento be of the 
2 nature and humor of the hearer, and to per- 
e ]uſe him, before we diſcloſe our ſelves unto \ 


f1 —— —Jf J miſpeake oz ſay (pay 
Wite it the Ile of Douthwarke, J you 
Like a true Ale-ſtake, he tels you where 
of the beſt Ale 1s; and this was made good 
1ylong ago, as may appear by that overworn 
ProverÞ, 


The nappy ſtrong Ale of Southwirke © 
Keeps many a Goſſip fra the Kirke, 

ry He proceeds to the Argument of his ; 
i Tale, in theſe words, : 

B 2 Foc. 


1: 41 


Foz J woll tell a Legende and a Life *' 
Both of a Carpenter and his wife &c, 


"This is the Subject which muſt, give life | 
to his Tale : Bnt entring into more free dil- | 
courſe: of the Lightnels of the Carpenter's !? 
Wife, and the Carpenter's diſgrace, he is | 
interrupted by the Reve in thele words, 


The Reve anſwered and ſaid ſtint thy 
clap, &c, \ ? 


This Reve being of the ſame Profeſſion, 
cannot endure to hear a Carpenter defam'd | 
upon any condition. He taxeth him for lay- 
ing ſuch infamy on mens Wives. f 


Whoſe ſpotleſs Honour is their higheſt treaſure, | 


And whoſe good name once loſt, is loſt for ever, ; 
This dzonken Miller ſpake ful ſone agen | 
And ſaid, leve bzotyer Dſwold, ' 
Who hath no wife is no Cockold, 


| 
! 
He proves that the Husband's Crelt is in } | 
his Wifes Curtſie ; and to allay his fury, Þ | 
he confeſleth freely that there are many | 
go0d Wives, among(t which , the _ $) | 
1 i 


| 
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[5] 


2 Wife may be one, for ought he knows of. 


© Todemenof iny ſelf that Jamone, 
© ; J wollbeleve tyat J amnone, 


1 Thisagrees well with that Tenet, which 
} applied {eaſonably, may afford a foveraign 
{Receipt to Jealoufie : It is better to be one, 
2 and think him none, than to be none, and 
p 7 think him one. The old Bard could ſing 


| 


J as much : 
[2 


I, 5 More blith that Cockold looks, who thinks him 
ay 20ne, | 
'- ' Than he who ne're was one, yet thinks -bim 072, 
| __ ; x A + 
; © In hugband ſhould not be inquiſitife 
| DfGoddes privete, ne of his wike. 


3 Anexcellent Rule of direQion,including 
z a twofold Precept. Firſt, Not to pry to 
n - curiouſly into the ſecret Cabinet of Goc!'s 
! Divine Will. Sccondly, Not to be too j&- 
{ loully inquilitive after the Acticns of His 
Wite. For the former, as it is an Arg\- 
14 ment of too daring preſumption z to the la- 
24 ter, of weakneſsand indiſcretion. 


4 What ould J moze ſay,but this Millcr 
- I Yenolde his wozd foz y man foqbere be. 
3 cre 


Ie a one 


[5] 1 

Here our ingenious Chaucer diſplays the 1 
Frontleſs boldneſs of a Ruſtick. On he * 
will go with his Tale in ſpite of all oppoſt- | 
tion. In the end, our Poet, out of a na- ' 
tive and free-bred Modeſty, as one doubt- 
ful , leſt ſome paſſages might offend the * 
chaſt ear of a modeſt hearer, he directs * 
him to other hiſtorical Tales, plenteouſly ; 
{tored with ſingular Precepts of Morality  . 
which , together with his own Apology , ! 
he expreſleth in theſe Lineg, and ſo weaves ; 
up his Prologue. | 


UUhoſolil it ndt to heke | 
Kay —_ the lefe, and choſe another 


WF 


he : 
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[7 ] 


SEE 
the ! : 
5. A Comment uponthe Miller's 
” | Tak. 

Ah | - 


Dilom there was dwelling in 
Drenfozd 
Arich gnofe, &c. 


It giveth no leſs life than probable hght 
to any Story,to make mention of the Place, 
Perſon, Profeſſion , with other Circum- 
ſtances concurring. This induced our Po- 
et here, as elſewhere throughout all his 
Tales, to expreſs fuch a place where his 
Scene 1s formed , fuch perſons to whoſe 
condition his Diſcourſe is fitted, with all 
ſuch paſlages, by which the conceipt of 
the Reader might become artfully entang- 
led, his expe@ance pleaſantly deceived,and 


the Plot at which he aimed, and by —_— 
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he was directed, cunning] Cloſed. Y on J 
are to obferve then,*that the Scene here, is / 


laid in Oxford; in which Shire, our Poet ! 
was born and educated,and by.Kich.2. with 


the Mannor of Newholme, in the fame Coun- 
ty endowed. 


A rich gnoke. 


A rich grub, or miſerable Caitiff, asT 
render It 3 which interpretation, to be pro- 


per and ſignificant, I gather by the ſence of 
that antient Metre', : | | 


The Catiff Gnof ſed ta his Crue, 

Ay Mency is many, my incomes but ſew. 

This, as I' conceive, explains the Au- 
thor's meaning z which ſeems no leſs ſecond- 


e{ by that antient Engliſh Bard. 


That Gnof, that Grub, of Peſants blude, 
Had ſtore of Goud, yet did no gude. 


Howſoever, we are to ſuppoſe him to be 
a Lodger or, Tabler of Scholars and\other 
Artiſts, for their Chamber and weekly 


Commons; as he ſheweth after. \ 


With him, there was dwelling a pwz 


«s- Dcholer.. f 


This PW2, hath been an Epithete (1t 
ſeems) 


" Ia 


[9] 

ſeems) for Scholars jn all Ages ; but eſpeci- 
ally for Aſtrologers, of which profeſſion 
thisScholar was,who ſpend ſo much time up- 
on Experiments and Concluſions, and role 
ſuch a pudder about Jacobs Dtalk.as they 
never leave, till they get a Scrip to't, and 
lo make up a beggarly concluſion. 


If that menagsken him in certain houres 

Uen the men ſhould have d2zought o2 
Gouers. | 

He profeſſed certain ( bat moſt uncer- 

tain)conjeCtural notions of Weather, and fo 

probably he might, having (as may be ſup- 


7] pofed) an Almanack in his bones, by the 
; long familiarity /he had: with his Hoſteſs 
1 Alyſor, the Carpenter's Wite. Howloever, 
1 it may well appear, that albeit he could ju- 
| dicioufly prognoſticate of ſeaſons, and by 
{ turning of the Weather-cock, gather where 


the wind was : It was butillwind to him ; 


{for it blew him no good. 


1Achamber he had in that hoſtelrie, 


Alone, withouten any compante 


{Full fetouſly Dight; &c. 


Here he deſcribes his Chamber and F ur- 


niture 3 


: 
l 
( 

: 
: 


| [10] 

niture 3 with the privacy he enjoyed, to 
make his Stadies more ſucceſsfully fortu- 
nate, according to that of the Poet, 


T* improve their knowledge, thoſe who have | 
deſrre, 22 
Myſt learn to leave themſelves, and to retire. | 


_ Whence we may ground, that retirement | 
_ beſt means for mprovement of know- | 
ge. ; 


And he hemſelf as ſwete ag is the rote © 
Df Licoz2es, 02 of any Cete , ; 


- Here he glanceth wittily at the delicacy | 
or efferainate privacy of this Scholar : From !' 
_ he OS to the ui ODE 

or ſhelving 0 his Books is Augur ! 
ner? oder wyſtcſous Appendices * 
of his ſeldom praGtis'd Art, Likewiſe, to ; 
his Preſs or Wardrobe, where his Cloaths | 
were curiouſly folded , his Table with} 
Stammel, or ſome other Carpet, neatly co-! 
vered, with his Pfaltery, or Inſtrument of? 
Muſick hanging at his Bed-head, to give} 
himſelf and the Family delightful Melody, 
This he fits with a Song, to-make his Mus 


fick more compleat, himſclf more Ms 
and} 


Fo | 
\ 


* 
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(11 ] 
and his Suit by his Hoſteſs better accepted. 
Thus ſpun our young Aſtrologer out his 
time; thus ſpent he his coin, the yearly 
Penſion which his Friends allow'd him. 


This Carpenter had wedded new a wife. 


An unequal Marriage ; mo and 
Youth cannot ſuit together. his diſpa- 


; rity inyears, begetsa iſtration in their af- 


 fections : Suſpicious he is of her youth, and 


no leſs conſcious of his own debility ; both 
which ( like _ harbingers ) make rea- 
dy way for Jealouſte. . 


knew not Cato: fo2 his wit was rude, 
hat bad men wed his ſimilttude. 


This was not only the advice of Cato, but 
both of Pittac#s, and that Cynick Diogeres, 
who on a time, being ſollicited by a young 
man, for his belt counſel or advice touch- 


| ing his Marriage, wiſhed him to go forth 


into the ſtreets, where the very Children 
would dire& him in his choice : Like will 
to like, 


Fair 
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| [12] 
Faire was this yong wife, and there- 
withall 


Is any Wilſele her bodie gentle and 
(mall. 


Here he deſcants on the beauty of this 
young Bride. 


So ſmall her Waſt, as Nature made ſmall waſt. 


So ſung our modern Poet, which agrees well 
with his Deſcription: He compares her 
body to a Weelle, of all other creatures, 
ſmalleſt , {leakeſt, and ſtraighteſt. After 
this, he goes to deſcribe her Apparel ; 
which ſuits ſo well with the artleſs curioſi- 
ty of that time, as every Line finds out one 
native Ornament to grace and beautihe her 


Attire. Her Deint ſtudded, or Girdle, 


barred with Silk 3 her Barm:cloath, or 


Partlet, as white as morrow milk ; her em- 


broidered Dmock,her Colere of cole black 


— PR 2 A 
, » Foie bY 


Silk ; the Tapets or Taſlels of her white | 
Uolupere, Gorget or Stomacher, ſuted te : 


full high. 
Ind (iberly, (he had a likerous eie. 


. theſame colour ; her fillet of Silk. and ſet | 


The 


wore dm=y — - - . 
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[13] 

The eye 1s called Love's Dart. A wans 
dring Eye diſcovers the affection of the 
heart. It ſeldom roams abroad, but it either 
takes, or is taken. What an JnD8x is to a 
Book, is the Eye to the mind. 


Full (mall ipulled were her b2ows two. 
Ind they were bent. and black as any lo. 


The Brow is the Beacon of Fancy. A bent 
Brow implies a ſoveraignty or com- 
mand cf Aﬀettion. A blaek brow, conſtancy 


of reſolution. 


She was moch moze bliſful foz to ſee, 
Thenis the new Perigenet tree, &c. 

Here he ſets forth the Amiableneſs of her 
erſon in ſundry proper and familiar reſem- 
lances 3 wherein firſt , he Metonemically 

compares the cheerfulneſs of her counte- 
nance tothe Peregenet-tree , for the fruit 
of that Tree, . Secondly, The ſoftneſs of 
her Skin, and tenderneſs of fleſh, being that 


3 Emryale praiſed in her Vlzjes, to UNMeather-= 


wool ; the Luſtre of her complexion to 
Danaes Tower; the clearneſs of her 

voice to a Dwallow ; her nimblenelſs to a / 
Kid; the ſweetneſs of her breath to Bza- 
ket 
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ket or Methe, or Apples laid in hay ; 
her wantonneſs toa Colt ; her goodly pro- 
portion and preſence , to a 5 her 


{traightnels, toa Bolt. From theſe, he de- 
Gelb to ſuch Ornaments as ſhe- uſually 


wore 3 which (no _ received more | 
rom them. With | 


grace from her, than ſhe 
a Broch as broad as the Boſs of a Buckler, 


was ſhe adorned ; with ſhoes or Sandals la- ; 


ced: In a word, ſhe was a Puiimroſle, a 


peerleſs Paragon,a PIgges nye.a Bedfellow } 
tor any Lord, a Spouſe for a good Yeoman. * 


All this 1s fo fully, freely, and familiarly ex- 
preſt by him, as it ſhall need no farther 11- 
Iuſtration. 


Now ſir, and eft ſir, ſo bifel the caas 
That one day this yend Nicholas 


Fell with this young wife to rage # pley_ / 
While that her huſband was at Oſeney. | 


Opportunity is the Bay or Port of Fancy 3 | 
many {ſtorms and billows did_ this amorous 
Scholar incellantly ſuffer ; ſundry rubs and 1 
oppolitions did he encounter ; before Op- ' # 
portunity wafted him to this long-expeted | 
harbour, At Dſeney z an ancient Abbey, | 
diſtant ſcarce halfa mile welt from Oxford ; 1 

ſcated* | 


{ 
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5 2 ſeated in a Vale noleſs fruitful, thande- 
- 2 lightful, whole very Bels were formerly fa- 
 - mous, inour old Engliſh Catches. - Tothis 
- 4 Dleney was our Carpenter gone, leaving 
his Inmate Aſtronomer at home, to turn 
> # overhis Books, and try whether the Sign 
z were in JIrieS or no. Much water goes by 
3 the Mill, which the Miller little knows on ; 
" 4 and ſome Chips muſt be cut by the Scholar, 
3} which our Carpenter little wots on. To be 
7 ſhort, as Fancy cannot endure to be long 3 
+ 7 Our youthful Boorder boords his amorous 
| Hoſteſs, and that ſo familiarly, as 1t requires 
| a Curtain, for the love of Modeſty. Paſlio- 
| nate are his Enter-breathsz affectionate 


4 hisProteſts ; intimate his Love; deſperate 

7 his Life 3 if he may not enjoy what he + 
3 ſeemsonly to love, and without which, he 
| defiresnot any longer to live. But relent- 
| leſs ſhe ſeems, howloever ſte means. 


She ſaid, J woll not kiſs the by my fate, 
7 Why let be, quod ſhe, let be Nicholas, 
! Oz Jwoll cry out, harrovw and alaasz&c. 


True is that Maxim 3 | 
Follow Love, and ſhe will fly you 5 
Fly your Love, and ſhe'l come wigh you, 


How 
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[16] 

How far will ſome young Wenches ſeem 
fromtaking,” when they are moſt taken ? 
What a weak kind of wreſtling they will 
uſe? What an eaſie rehiltance they will }! 
make? What a pattering' with their Lips, ! 
as if they would cry ont : | 


But our experiexc'd youths do little fear them, | 
For if they cry, they cry that none may hear | 
them. 


But quite another courſe takes this our 
Nicholas ; what he cannot win by a vio- 
lent Affault, he hopes to obtain by an eafie 
Parley : Nor is he fruſtrate of his hopes, 
having prevail d as he expected, 


This Nicholas gan mercy fox to crie, 
Ind ſpake fo fair,and p2ofered her lo fall 
That (he her love granted him at laſt, ' 

This argued .our Hoſteſs Ylyſons good - | 


Nature,whp would-not be won by violence, ' 


but by a more eaſie and affeftionate tem- | 


pet. She confirms her ſelf his, and ſwears 
y D, Thom. of Kent ( an uſual Cath in | 


thoſe daies)that ſhe will be at his command: 
Provided, that Opportumty prevent all oc- 
calion of Jealoulie , to which infectious 

Jaundiſe, 8 


* ——_ | tk. mm— | —_— O——_— 


[17] 


t aundiſe her husband was infinitely ſub- 
Jet. 


Nay thereof care ye nat, quod Nicholas. 


Alyſon's conſent uickens Nicholas con- \ 


elt : it reſts now, that he contrive ſome ' \ 
Plot, that he may with more convenienc 


\- Þranch the Carpenter's Pate. Sheaccords 


o hisdevice, and gives way to whatſoever 
e ſhall work. This, as it was their firſt 


amorous encounter, they expreſs their mu- 


ual love in Lip-labour, hopeful promiſes 
df a ſucceeding favour : So the Poet ob- 
erves: 


ho knows not, Lips are gates to thoſe that woo? 
hich freely ope,grant farther entrance too, 


This Cartfie he requites with a pleaſant 


Hew Tune on his Pſaltery. Thus cheers ſhe 
J$11s Lip with her Kiſs, he, her Ear with his 


clody. 


k han fell it thus , that toxthe pariſh 


| _ 

Chao on wozks foz to werch) 
' {ThiSgod wife went on an holy day ; 
. Foer kozhede ſhone, 8c. 


C Her: 


jet he had in hand, 'and enters into ano- 


pe of the Clergy 3 ſhewing how vanity 


[18] "_ 


Here he turns aſide from the former ſub-: ; 


ther diſcourſe ; wherein, he firſt tels you } 
of our Hoſteſs repair to the Church ; but in 
ſotrim and neat adreſs, as by all probabili- | 
ty ſhe reforts rather to ſee and be ſeen, than * 
hear and be taught ; for faſhion, than devo- ' 
tion: Afterwards, he deſcends to ſpeak of | 
the beauteous feature, and curious attire of { 
the Pariſh-Clerk, Abſolor, 3 


Now was there of-the chirch a pariſh f 
clerb x 
The which that was clepedJbſolon, 7 
Croule was his heer, 8c. 


In this deſcription he glanceth at the 


n to ſtrut within! the Wals of a Mona-} 
ſtery. For ifa poor Pariſh-Clerk muſt be fo: 
curiouſly drefled, as to have his hair curled, ; 
and ſo womaniſhly diſheveled,' his eyesſo 
cffeminately. pilled , his ſhooes artificially# 
carved, and in all points ſo completely ac-; 
coutred 3 what may we think of thoſe, 
whoſe Revenues were greater, places high- 
er, and whoſe perſons, in the eye of the 
world, more popular 2 Such Poets, theſe: 

| corrupter ? 


; [19] 
Corrupter times require, to tax our Clergy 
boldly, where ſuch who ſhould be exem- 
plary Prafticers and Profeſlors of humility, 
come too much Admirers of Apiſh Forma- 
ity, and too ſerious followers of theſe ſha- 
dows of Vanity. 
| But fuch witty Evaſions have fome: of 
f theſe, as I never {ee any of them, but they - 
x put me inmind of the pregnant and preſent _ 
Anſwer of that Spruſado to a Judge in this 
'q Kingdom, a rigid Cenſog of mens habits 3 
who ſecing a neat Finical Divine come be- 
fore him jn a Cloak lined through with 
Pluſh, thus encountred him ; Sir, Tox never 
yead that Paul ever went in a Pluſh Cloak. But 
ie I read, My Lord, ſaid he, that Paul left his 
ty Cloak at Troas, and whether that Cloak, ws 
a- Yined through with Pluſh, or no, it is pore 
ſo {my word ) thar either you or I know, 
,; For to point at ſome of theſe both in 
ſo $Pret and Habit; in ſtead of Locnſts and 
ly97714 Honey , they muſt (good men) con- 
c-Ment themſelves with Lobſters, Cramm'd Ca- 
e ors, and Conty:; and for Raiments of Ca- 
pnels bair, Damiark Caſjocks down to their 
heheels 3 and for Leathern Girdles about theis 
{e3Lopns, Formal Faſhes, or Apeſtolical, Cangni- 
2: C 2 c 


[20] 


cal Roſes, to enamour their Loves 3 with | 


Downie Cuſhions for their knees, in their 
rare; ſhort and ſweet Oriſors to their Lord : 
But too tedious are ſuch tasks for fat bellies. 

We wilbgo on with our Tale. | 


I merry child he was, ſo God me ſave, 
Well coud he let blod,clip,and have, | 
In twenty manner coud he trip @daunce, ' 


An excellent deſcription of a Pariſh: 
Clark ; it ſeems he was a jovial boyz and X 
leſt his too looſe or itregular converlatiorn ) 
might bring him to a deprivation, and fo 
exclude him from the benefit of his Profeſ- 5 
ſion, he initiates himſelf ſufficiently in other : 
Trades: He can play the Barber-ſurgeon, 
in caſes of neceſlity ; and keep a dancing 5 
School to ſhew feats of his activity ; he can 
play the Muſician too, and make Taverns % 


and Tap-houſes reſound with hismelody. 1 


This Ibſolon, that was joly and gate, 
Goeth with a Cenſer on a Dundate, 

Cenſyng the wives of the pariſh falte 
Fud many a lovely look on hem he caſt, :: 
Jud namely on this Carpenters wife, &c. 7 


A fit perſon for ſuch a perſonal employ- 7 


i. 
% 
= 
*. 


I T1] 
lh ſpent: He carries a Cenſer for Cupid's Al- 
iT tir. Many Objedts he cies 3 fundry amiable 


'* preſentments he views; . yet comparing 
" Hem with this matchleſs 4/yſor , he holds 


them all inferiour beauties below compa- 


Abſolon his Getexje 


had itabe 


x 0 Paramours ye thought foz to wake, 
1+ Wndfozth he goth jolly and amerous 
d ill he came to the Carpey'ers hous. 


1 Long and tedious had this task been to 
: Abſolon, had he beſtow'd it upen his devo- 
” tion. Love's watchful eyes may be proper- 
af compared to thoſe three "Heſperia Sh 
Wfers ; their Portels are never cloſed, but 
Ever vigilant to prevent an intruſive Rival. 
' Now are we to ſuppoſe him mounting the 
> Carpenter's Walk; where, , dire&tly under 
the beauteous A4lyſor's window , who lay 
«cloſely locked in the umweldy arms of ker 
HJealous husband : He chants out ſome amo- 
pous Roundelay, to which he tuncs his me- 
Hodious Gittern. Long had he not warblcd 
, Jn this manner, till the Carpenter awakes 
Zout of his Leaden ſlumber, 


C 3 This 


[22] 
This Carpenter awoke, and heard tam | 


And le unto his wike, aud ſaid anon 


Uhat Ylyſon; heres thou notbſolon,&c. | [ 


Hourly fears, daily frights, and inceſlant 1 
cares beget broken "md. ſhort relts, and } 
wy re dreams. The Carpenter's head ha . 
on fo hard a pillow, being,” as he thov | 
ſtuft with horn-ſhavings, *shis] long © ald 
not be long. He awa s his" Aly a who, . 
perhaps, was awake before he call Fa her. 


Ind ſhe anſwered her hiugband there: - 
withal, 


Yes God wote John, J here it every dele,. 
Notably did he expreſs the effects of * 


Fancy,who fung thus; 

7h Effeits of pow'rfid love,glo beſt appear, 

hen paſſion feeds the Eye, and fils the Ear, 
How our Alyſon's affeftion was ſeated, © 

or her ſenſes ſfated, might hence be proba- | 

bly gathered : Like a ſecond Dulcine, ſhe 1 

ſeeming ſlept, but did not fleep : ; heard ff i 

yet would not hear. A Hevotrabl 

Gloſs would interpret thus : She was ___ 

to diſquiet her diſeaſed husband , or put a 


on 


< _ 
,--- +; diſgrace on this amorous Clark; this (as 
Ut * may be well jmagined) begot in her a reſol- 
. _ ved filence. Nor will 46jofor , though he 
1 receive {mall comfort in his ſuit, omit the 
NC, ; leaſt opportunity for Alyſoz's fake. He 7 
at | Wooeth her 5 ara walksall the night 
=y | long conſtamly, kembs his Locks curioully, 
Jay + Price and prayer intercede for him power- 
t, | fully, heyows to become her ſervant ( in 
44 7 thole daiesa tare kind of Complement) he 
6, quavers in his muſical-Aires melodiouſlly, 
'* he ſends her Pyment, Mcthe, Wafers, and 
| choiceſt Spices, to win her love with pre- 
e: - ſents of delicacy; he ſhews her proofs of hs 
: Adtivity, and in Theatral actions perſonates 
e,: Herodin his Majelty. | 


| But what availeth him, as in this caas 
| Shelovedio, this hende Nicholas 
' That Abſolon ingy blow the Ducks 


hozne &c. 

| All hisJabouris but in vain; fruitleſs are 
| alltheſe tacks; tono purpoſe his late watch- 
i = .* . b 

ings. Theſe are bnt as it he ſtriv'd to make 
; the Blackamore white : This our Poet con- 
4 firms with an uſual Proverb in thole 
* dates. 
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[24]. 
Full ſooth is this Pzoverb, it ts nolye, 
_ ſay right ag m_ the night flie 
keth the ferre leaf 


As if he ſhould fa Da company pal- 
ſeth holiday love. Solon th too | ra 


a Corrival of Nicholas, to prevail in "bi 


purchaſe. Long familiarity ſtrengthened | 


with dorneſtick acquaintance, hath 'ſo firm- 
ly cemented their affe&ions, as all this trim 

lark's Rhetorick cannot diſſolve it. Now 
is it high time for them to addreſs them- 
ſelves for their projet. 


It may ſeem that he was Carpenter to 


the Abbey, by his uſual reſort qthither : as F 

by other Artificers were conſtantly re- F 

, andby a yearly Penſion tied, h re- 2 

pa Ir any ſuch ruines or decaies, as caſually 7 
E 


tain 


fel in the Abbey. 
This Nicholas no lenger would tarie, 


But, doeth full ſoft unto his chamber | 


carte ' 
Both meat and dzink 8c. 


Nicholas becomes his own Purveior ; ' 
and has now betaken himſelf to his Cham- 


ber, 


> 4 £8.54 > ey 
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Ind ſo bikell it on a Saterdate w | 
- ThisCarpenter was gone to Oſnaie. 


a i pw — 


4 {25] 
| *þer, to deviſe ſome plot to deceive the Car- 
nter, and poſſeſs him of his deareſt Para- 
\mour. Private he muſt be; and retired, and 
as one with an extaſie ſurprized, lie gaping 
Zas if he were Planet-ſtruck. Directions to 
This purpoſe are given to his Alyſoz, that 
*the Plot may draw onto a fairer concluſion. 
{All Saturday Nicholas mues himſelf up in 
| his Chamber, where he beſtows the day in 


Ss a FF WH” SsE. 


or repaſtor repoſe 3 and ſocontinues on in 
. *this his pleaſant reſtraint till S»rday night : 
 * Which long reſtraint of Nzcho/as: Liberty, 
_ ,zdrivesour ſimple Garpenter into a marvel- 
| lous perplexity. . 


. . 


/This felie Carpenter yath great merveile 
| DE IIs; oz what thing might him 


Fi, 


p ba | 
2Indſaied: Jam a dzad'byS: Thomas 
7ſt ftondeth nor aright with Nicholas. 

3 Heis now grown as jealous of Nicholas life, 
3as he was before of his Aly/oz's Love. Firſt, 
: By falling into conſideration of Man's frail- 
7 ty,he fears that he died ſuddenly ; And this 

| he holds more probable, by recalling to 


mind a Spectacle of Mortalitywhich he had 
lately ſeen. | 
7 I ſaw 


(25] 


San @M0y 4 cojle bozn to cherche | 

now on inonday laſt 'J ſaw him | 

This confirms him in his fear : Longer he | 
will not debate the matter ; forthwith he 
maſt be refolv'd what is become of Nicholas, | 
of whoſe ſafety he becomes ſo ſufpicious. 
One then muſtbe directed, and ſent to his 
Chamber, to fee what isatted, 


G9 up (qd he unto his knave) anone 
at his doze, © knock fait with a | 


| On goes this rude Uther, to obſerve his 
Maſter scommand : He cries ſhrilly, knocks 
ſtoutly, preſſeth him to anſwer boldly ; but 
Nichols, as one taken with a Fit ofAltrolo- 
gy, reſolves him with lence. At laft,; left 
he ſhould leave his Maſter ſtill in fuſpence, 
and fo procure his difpleafure,he ſeeks about 
till he finds an hole or paſſage, where a Cat 


us'd tocreep in 3 where he pries like a Cat 
for a Mouſe. | 


Tik 


| Fla, wherein noneof all his fellow-conforts 


| [27] 

| Cillatthelalt hehadot yima dghe, 

| This Nicholas ſate gaping ever 
he had keyked on the new mone, 


Hete plays Nicholas the part of a pro- 
found awe and h'as'one trick above 


2 


or Aſtronomical Profeſſimts can ever cone 
near-him : For he by helpufhis proſpeQive | 
glaſs, candiſtinAly and appdrently diſcover 
all the ſtarry Regiment quite through the 
Roof of his Chamber. Howlſoever, doubt- 
leſs he gapes for ſome prefermetit, or elfe to 
make an Alteriſme of his 'mouth:, where 
ſome Conſtellation or other may certainly 
fix. This could not chuſe but beget a won- 
derful amazement in this pitiful Spy. 


Mowne he goeth,s tolde yis mailter lone 
Jn What aray he lawthi ve Man, _ 
This increaſed the number-of hisdaltradds | 
ed fears, -as may appear by #he ſeque} : for 

preſently upon Moan Re, relation, 
'This Carpenter to bitifen him vegan o 
Und ſatd:now helpe us leyac Fridefwide. 
A Saint in thoſe daies uſually invoked, 
when 


[28] 
whenany one was either blaſted,bewitched, 
or by a ſpirit haunted. Divers are his con- 
ceipts of Nicholas 5 ſometimes he thinks that 


his much ſtudy hath made him mad ; other 


ſometimes , that he labours of ſome other 
Malady,& that now he is ſtruck into a dan- 


ops Extaſte, which requires ſome pre- * | 


ent remedy, Amidſt theſe various doubts 
and diſtempered fears, far more wiſely than 
could be well expetted from the conceipt 
of ſuch an Head-piece, he imputes the cauſe 


of this diſtemper to his too curious ſearch 
or enquiry after Gods Secrets. x 


no wha how it ould be, 
n en not know of Gods p- 
-  vete&c. 
This he confirms with a late Accident. 
Right ſo fer'de another clerk with aſtro- 
nomy, 
De walked into the fieldes fot to pzy 
Upouthe ters, to wete what ſhould be- 
Till he wa$ ina marlpit yfall. 


Columella obſerves, that man of all other 


Creatures, hath one Muſcle to erect his Eye 
upward, 
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npward, whereas othersare depreſſed, and 
haled downward ; yet this was not given 
him to eye that which is concealed from 
him. We are fo to admire the Creature, 
as init we adore the Creator : Weare fo td" 
beſtow the Eye of our outward man, as we 
darken not our inward light: For by fix- 
ing our Eyes too intentively on Objects of 
Secrecy, we may juſtly fear, leſt weſhould 
be conſumed by the Beams of his Glory. 
Itis a good Leſion which that Sage fo ſeri- 
ouſly recommended to his Scholars ; Be rot 
wiſe overmuch ; leſt ye become ignorant int 
that which you ſhould know moſt, But little 
needed our Carpenter fear the depth of ſtu- 
dy in his Aſtronomer. A better courſc 
therefore he reſolves of; and that is to cud- 
gel hifn out of his humor, and fo cure this 
threatning diſtemper. 


Get me a ltaffe. 


Madneſs muſt be cured by Correction, 
and ſpare Diet. Spare, did the Carpenter 
think, were Nicholas's Commons ; albeit, 
he had better proviſion in his Knap-ſack, 
than he knew of, He means theretore. to 
correct his humour on the one {ide with 

- Bombaſting, 


\ 


[30] 
Bombaſting , as the Patient on the othe 
fidehad practiſed on himſelf by Faſting, s 


hall out of his ſtudieng, 'as J geſle, 


El 


Though Nicholas might juſtly commence 
anaQtion of forcible Entry againſt his unruly 
Hoſt, where he. was Farmer , during the 
Leaſe of his Chamber ; ſeeing his door rai- 
ſed from the Haſps, his Coop Janes di- 
ſturbed, his Aſtronomical ſlumber diſqui- 


eted, and all things topſie-turvy turned, 


yet would not he budge a foot, but like one 
made up in Wainſcot, 


This Nicholas ſate as ſtill as any ſtone, 
Ind ever gaped upward tento the erre &c. 

This troubles Joh Carpenter more than 
all the reſt ; who verily thinks that he is 
either fallen into deſpair, and therefore , 
likea diſcreet Monitor, puts him in remem- 
brance of ſome devout meditation, by awa- 
king him from that Lethargy or amazed di- 
ſtration. Or elſe, that he is foreſpoken , 
or blaſted by ſome ill Spirit, which makes 
© himuſe his Charm to cure this miſchance. 


to the chamber. doze he gan him 
dieſe. F 


[31] / 


| Jermurh the frm elves, frm wiched 
| Cherewith the night ſpell he ſaid anon 


rights, 
Onf alves of the houſe about, __ 
py dzethfold of the doze withaut. 


| Here he repeats the Night-chamm uſed: 
| In thoſe daies, when they ſhut their doors 


at night, and opened them in the on; 
| Condimc by that old Sylvane Charm, 


Fawns and Fairies keep away, ' 
While we in theſe Coverts ſtay ; 
Goblins, Elves, of Oberon's Trair, 

' Newerintheſe Plains remain, * 

| «+ Till T and my Nymph awake, 

' = And do hence our Journey take, 
May the Night-mare never ride 4s, 
Nor a fright by night betide us : 
So ſhall Heav' ns praiſe ſound as clear, 
As the ſhrill vozc'd Chantecler. 


>" 
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þ Scarcelycould Nicholas keep his counte- 
nance, when he heard; the " Sun run 
wow. with his Spels : But having indent- 
| with. his Face, not to bluſh, with his 
Lye to look up, and his Tongue, to be 

mute, 
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{ [32] 
mute 3 with a conſtant boldneſs, a fixt ama- 
zedneſs, and a reſolved filence, he performs 
Plot, that at night he may enjoy his 
ce, 


Ind at the laſt thi de Nicholas 
Gan foz : ſike __ Ao alas, 
Shall all this wozld be lolt ? 


Now 18 Nicholas awak'd out of his Trance, 
and'to the Carpenter's great grief, diſco- 
vers what he has ſeen in his Aſtronomical 
Dream. Which, at firſt, his Hoſt ſeems to 
ſlight, wiſhing him to think on God, 


Cos ".-- mak anſwered , ;fetch me 
nke, 
Ind after woll J ſpeke in pzivete 

Df _ things , that toucheth the 
| andme, 


Though Nicholas's Viſion was moiſt, his 
mouth was dry ; down goes the Carpenter 
to quench the Aſtronomer's thirſt 5 and 
now returning with a large Quart of mighty 
Ale, that might compare with Dtingo, for 
it would cut a Feather, they toſs'd the 
Cannikin lovingly one to another : Which 
done, and having ſet the Carpenter by him, 


"Nicholas 


: [33] 

| Nicholas begins 3 yet before he has well en- 
; rred into his fad Story, the door being firſt 
| ſhut, he ſolemnly fwears his Hoſt to keep 
! counſel in a ſecrecy of ſuch high conſe- 
| quence 3 for ſhould he diſcover what he im- 
! parted ; his light . diſcovery would be 
| throughly revenged. 


Nay Chalt it fozbid foz his holy-blode, 
; Qd tho this lely man, J amno blabbe 6c. 


Now he begins to give better ear to this 
heavy relation and vowsto be ſecret, up- 
' oh any condition. 


{ Now John {qd Nicholas) J woll not lye 
I have yfounden in mine Iſtrologye &c. 
| A deep red Yonth, and fuch an one as 
will not ſtick to belie his knowledge, rather 
than want Admirers. - Amongſt thoſe then 
may he be well numbred, who pretend a 
familiar knowledge to all the Houſes of 
Heaven, and yet can ſcarce pay houſe-rent 
for their own. - See how his Banks over- 
tow! He-diſcovers the time of this dan- 
 gerous Deluge to a minute. The Rain 
| Ewhich fell at Noab's Flood, was but an Apr! 


* Hhower to this [Inundation : Within one hour 
a 3-0 D mult 


[34] 
muſt the whole World be drowned, only | 
thoſe few ſaved, which by his rare and my- | 
{terious Art are preſerved. The weakly- | 
credulous Carpenter believes him ; having 


never ſeen the Bow in the Cloudes, or ne- | 
ver heard for what Token of Covenant | 


It was given. | 
Thas (hall inankind dzenche, and leſe her ; 


This carpenter anſwered and ſaid, alas} 

_ mywife! FF 

Ind Gall Ge dzenche 2 Flas mine Aly: 
ſoun &c. 


: 
: 
- 


'Fhere 1s nothing perplexeth him ſo much 
as the loſs of his dear Alyſo7. Pity it were, 


(. 
Þ 
l 
[ 
thinks he, that ſo prety a Morlel of fleſhÞ{ 
[ 
c 
ly 


(hould go the way ofall Fiſh. Soas never 
till now begins he to provide for his ownſ 
ſafety, Wife, and Family. ; 


Is there no remedy in this caas : 


As if he ſhould fay, Alas, my learnec ' 
Gueſt Nicholas, muſt we be all meat for Had © 
docks? No remedy? no means of ſafety | 
'Las, for my ſelf I care not ſo much ; for 1} 
have the one foot i'th grave already ; I amp £ 
note 


25] \ 


; not 4 man long for- this world : But that 
- |} my Alyſor , who is inthe very flower and 
* |} prime ofher time, the very Dailie and Ho- 
1 ne ney-ſuckle of her time, that ſhe ſhould be- 
- || come Provender for a Sea-horſe, or lodge 
C |} in the Guts of a Whale, it would make any 
| ones heart yetn within him, that has any 

; man's blood in him. Beſides, for her Age, 
Jt ! ſhe may have many pretty Chips when I 
{ am gone. O then, good Gueſt Nicholas, 

$| | provide for her ſafery) if not for mine. Who 
| knows not, bur if you two-can agree, ſhe 

; may be meat! for you, when T am Worms- 

{ meat. Thus might the poor? Carpenter 
+þ ſeem to have expoſtulated with his learned 
e,| | Aſtronomer > as one defirous to Tecerive 
bÞ ſome ſmall aomfort from this profqund Ar- 
erÞ tiſt, which might miniſter a remedy in caſes 
oþ) of ſuch urgent neceſlity : and afford to his 

| Alyſan (; whom be was eli before all his 

pf Yong ſome promil! ing hopes of ſafety. 


no remedy 7 
yes, Eg lt good (qd yende Nicholas) 


Now begins. he to lay his. Lime-twigs 
I more cunningly :. He gives the "deluded 


mÞ} Carpenter direftions how to prevent this 
D 2 1MMI- 


of 


[36] 


imminent danger : He repeatsuntd him the | 
ſtory of Noah's deliverance. Nothing is Þ 


to be undertaken raſhly, without ſerious Þ 


advice and deliberation; yet in regard 
both of the apparency aand imminency of 


that danger, he adviſeth him to take ſome PÞ 


7 


| 
[ 


{ls 
4, 

p 

i 
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ſpeedy courſe, that the peril may be ſeaſo- Þ 


nably - prevented, . and their fafetics procu- Þ 


red;;. : 1:5 e 
This aſketh haſt, and of an halty thing 


Men may not pzeche, ne make tarying 3 | 


Anon go get us fall into this ine 
A trow, or elſe a kemelin 
F02 ech us, | 


Here muſt the Carpenter be ſent his Er- 


rand 2 He muft provide Materials for 


ſecurity. Though every Tub be to ſtandF 
upon his own bottom, every one muſt notÞ 
{trike on his own Tub. Thus 1s this Car-F 
penter appointed to become Purveyor a-F 
gainſt this great Deluge, And Love makesF 


all tasks light ; for, not the fear of death,ſ 


but the Love of his dear Alſo, which hef 


preferred before his own life, quickens his| 


wind-gall'd feet, ts prevent all occafion of 


fear. But this dark and myſterious Artiſt | 


Nzcholas, 


| 


\ 
£4 YER 
Nicholas, advifeth him withal, that in no 
caſe he diſcover this ſecrelie, either to his 
man Robzx , or his maid Gz/le.z for they 
are barred-by name from all hope of fafety': 


Neither is it fitting that he ſhould be too in- 


quilitive touching Gods privacies, touching 
the preſervation of ſome, and ſubverſion of 
others, Let it ſufhice him, that theſe means 
are provided for the deliverance of him- 
{clfand his (Abjon, 


Go now thy way. 


The Troughs now are to be providcd. 
and ſufficiently -victualled, with Hatchets 
to cut them down from the roof where they 


| are to be tied, when the Flood hath once 
} entred. A paflage too mult be made tor 
theſe marvellous Barges through the mait 


Wall into the Garden. 


| Than (halt thou ſwim as mery J uncr- 


take 


As Ddoeth the white ducke after her Dzake. 


A proper and familiar compariſon. Two 
eſpecial inducements there were which mo- 
ved this careful Carpenter to addreſs him 
to his laborious Task : The firft was, Sc 

F 13-3 CUrity. 
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curity. The Second, Soveraignty. 


Light is that Labour which may ſafety bring, 
In doubtful as, fear's an ingenious thing. 


That the Carpenter likewiſe afpired to |} 
Soveraignty, might be probably gathered |' 
by that comfortable hope of an univerſal |: 
Monarchy , which Nicholas ſuggeſted to F 
him. : 


And than we hail -be Lo2des all our life | 
Df —_— wozld, as was Noe and his | 
te. , I 


This ſets the Carpenter upon his Panto- | 


fles 3 while the Learned Clerk Nicholas ad- | 


viteth him by all means, that when every | 
one 1s to enter into'their Roof-trough or | 
Kimelyn, none ſpeak one to another, but 
with a conſtant and reſerved ſilence remain 
as {till as the Night. Joh» mult not ſpeak 
to his AlyJor, nor Alyſon* to her John, Be- 
{ides, theſe Kneading Tubs muſt be divi- 
ded by equal diſtance one from another. 
Thus 1s the Plot contrived, and no leſs ſfuc- 
ceſ{ictully continued. The Carpenter's Cre- 
dulity promiſeth a fair iſlue to this Torrent 


of Altronomy, T 
is 
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ws. © paging ſaid, go god the 
ens | 
Tomozow at night, whan men ben all 


a llepe, | 
Into our kneding tubbs woll we creep. 


Love will creep where it cannot go.Dark 
and ſtraight is that Crany, through which 
Love cannot find out a way. By this, you 
may colle&, how the Carpenter hath his 
Commiſlion ſealed , his Paſport granted , 
and all things facilitated for ſo terrible an 


Occurrent., 


This lely carpenter goth fozth his way 
Full ofte he ſaid alas, and welaway, 
And to his wike he told his p2ivete, 


' -Indthe was ware, and knew tt bet than 


he, 


Notwithſtanding his great haſt, he will 
take ſo much time, as to impart this Secre- 
cy to his deareſt Alyſor ; who, as ſhe was 
known to the Plot , conjures him by all 
thoſe Profeſſons of Love which he had ever 
vow'd her, to follow the Advice of their 
Learned Gueſt : She cunningly aggravatcs 
all thoſe ſeeming occaſions of Fear, which 

D 4 wrought 
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wrought ſtrong}y enough already on the 
Carpenter's Imagination, ſo as it little need- 


ed any re-impreſhion. 


= 


This ſely carpenter beginneth to quake, 
Hum thinketh verily that he may le 
Noes flodde come waltring as the ſee 8c. 


Such 'ſ{trange effects works a poſleſſed 
fear. He' conſiders not the improbability 
of this Relation, but ſeemingly apprehends 
the preſent approach of this Fanatical De- 
luge, with all thoſe menacing dangers 
which accompany it : Yet mult not this 
fear fore{low, but accelerate his diſpatch. 
The 'three Tubs are provided, Victuals 
purveyed, and theſe neceſlary Store-houſes 


in the Roof reared. Beljdes, that all things 
might be with more ſecrecy carried, Kobzr: 
and Gy/eare removed, and to London upon 


a {leeveleſs Errand direGted. * 


And on the inondy,whan it dzow tonight, | 


He (hette his dooze, without candel light, 
And dzesed all thing, as it (ould be 
Ind Gottly clomben up all thze. 


He had purpoſely fixed ſundry Rings or 
wooden Pins, by which, as by ſtairs or 
ſtalks, 
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ſtalks they might climb into their Tubs : 
Where, with a conſtant and continued fi- 
lence, they lay cloſely immured ; while the 
Carpenter lay trembling and ſhaking, hour- 


ly expecting this fearful Inundation : But 


Nicholas and Alyſon ever thirlting and long- 


1ng for the Carpenter's good reſt, that with 


the active. joyes of Love they might ſeal 
their Aﬀection. The Carpenter applies 
himſelt to his Devotion, as ih and all the 
world were near their diflolutionz Bur 
theſe two amorous ſouls pray for nothing 
more, than his re{t, and their recreation. 


/ 
The deed flepe, foz wery beſineſſe' 

Fel on this carpenter, right as J geſſe 
About curfewe time, 


The many employments to which this 
Carpenter ſtoud engaged, had with a vari- 


! ous Medley of Cares and Fears ſo over- 


wearicd him, that as one nov reſolved to 
{leep out that ſmall ſcantling of time which 
1s left him, about Cock-crow he bids a ſilent 
good-might to Learned Nicholas, and Love- 


| Iy Alzſor. 


Lowes 
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Love's eyes are open, and can take no ſleep, 
While aged Eyes their Leaden Slumber keg. 


Which ſecurity gives them opportunity ; 
haſt as faſt to leave their Tubs, and go to 


He ſnorts not ſo faſt in his Tub, but they 
| bed. 


colay. 
And Ylyſon full ſofte after (he ſpedde, 


To whom he addreſleth his courſe. 


| 


? | This| 


And doun of the ladder than ffalketh Ni- | 


Without wozds mo, they went to bedde. | 
As this Feat was by both equally plotted, | 


ſo are they now in the concluſion mutually F 
pleaſed. The Carpenter's Age enjoyes F 
more reſt than their youth.Let mght's ſable Þ 
Curtain enskreen theſe dark ations. Luſt's F 
Palace hath but very few minutes of con- | 
tenting ſolace, They may fate Senſe for a f 
time, but never ſatisfie Reaſon with an 1n- | 
hibited touch, We are now to retire a | 
little from this Diſcourſe , and deſcend to | 
our love-enthralled Abſoloz , who defires 
nothing more, and hopes to deſerve no-f 
thing leſs, than to enjoy fair Alyſor's Love: 


43 ] 
This ona clerke, this amarous Ibſo- 


That is foz love alway foz wo begon ' 
Deen Co 
With company) him to diſpozte and play. 


! Tf God have his Church, the Devil will 
| © have his Chappel; yea and his Chaplain 
too. Abſalon repairs tq,the Abbey of 0ſc- 
ay, where he employs the day, nut m De- 
*votion, but in a ſerious inquiſition after 6 
John the Carpenter,and his beloved Alyſor, 
| Private conference he hath with a Cloyſte- 
| Ter, in whoſe relation he conceives infinite 
! pleaſure, For by his means he receives In- 
telligence of the Carpenter's abſence from 
* home: Which opportunity chalkes out a 
- | ſeaſonable time for 4bſolox's Jubilee. 


| Some inaner comfort ſhall J have par- 
al aye 

| Wymouth hath itciÞd all this long daie 
| That is a ſigne of kiſſinge at the lll 

| Allnght meinette eke, that J was at a 


| | Therefoze J woll gollepe an hour or twey 
| Ind - the night then woll { walke _ | 
s| W_— G 


JT; HR”; 


gy 
POPE” oats DI 8 
1 


x 


44] 

He conjectures by the itching of his 
mouth, that he fhall be graced at leaſt with 
a Kiſs; which prediftion he found moſt 
true, as you ſhall read mn the Tale hereaf- 
ter. Itis moſt certain, what the Comedian 
ſometimes wittily obſerved : We dream by 
right what we moſt think of by day, This 


youthful Quiriſter meditated of nothing ſo Þ 


much all the day long, as of Kiſſhing Com- 


fits, and luſcious Feaſtings. And theſe were | 
the Subjects of his Dreams. In the amo- Þ 
rous diſcourſing and diſcuſſing whereof, Þ 
he ſets this up for his Reſt : He will go fleep Þ 


an hour or two, that he may more ably | 


turn Night-walker,or more properly,Eave- | - 


__ r. For ”"Ahſon's Chamber-window 
mu his Rendeſvouz ; where he reſolves 


to {ing his Apocryphal Catches. 


Whan that the firſt cocke hath crow 
anon 
Uprilte this joly lover Abſolon, 
He ſleeps not his buſineſs. And to make 
- himſelf better accepted, at poynt-Deviſe 


muſt his Body be attired ; his Breath, to | 
cure all rankeneſs, muſt be with Cloves, | 


Granates, and Lycorice ſweetned ; his hair | 
daintily 


[45] 
daintily trimmed and trefſed, under his 
Tongue a true-love Flower couched , to 
make his Deſigns more auſpicions, himfelf 
ro his Love more gracious. Up: to the Car- 
penter's houſe he hyeth, where he ftayeth; 
and ſueth. 


UUhat do ye honycombe.ſwcte Alyſony 2 
My fayre birde, my ſwete lingmoine. 
How this dapper youth melts with Love ! 
His amorous Oration is all Honey and Cy- 
namon : He cals her his Honey-comb, and 
ſhe makes him her Coxcomb. Then he de- 
ſcends to ſpeak of that unceſlant anguiſh 


-of mind that he ſuffers. Like a Lamb after 


0 


his Dam goes he bleating ; like a Turtle 
for his Mate waits he mourning : as a Maid 
without meat ſits he faſting ; yet for all 
this, hke a Calf ſhe diſcards him. 


Go f20 the window, Jack foole, the ſaid, 


| Is helpe me god, and ſwete ſaint Jame 


J love another, o2 els J were to blame 
UUell bet than the by Jeſu) Abſolon . 
Co fozthe thy way, o2 JÞ woll caft a tone, 


This ſweet Cynamon Clark is properly 
rewarded; the vows to ſtone him, Quite 
contrary 


\ 
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\ contrary to his expectance. She prefers 


the Stars before the Quire, Her Nzcholas ſhe 


. enwreaths and enjoyes;3 mean time let the 


poor Quiriſter chant his humming Catch to 
the Seven Stars: Let him cool his Toes in 
Moonſhine,while ſhe is rid of him ſhe loaths, 
and enjoys him ſhe loves. Yet, leſt Abſolor: 
ſhonld be numbred among thoſe weak woo- 
ers, who relinquiſh their Suit upon the firſt 
repulſe, he rears his Battery, though with 
-, hore ealie ſqllicitancy , than he did at 


Flas qd Ibſolon, and welagway 
That true love was ever ſo yuel byſette 
Than kiſſe me, ſin it may be no bet &c. 


He remembers, it ſeems, the preſage of 
his itching lips ; the height of his amorous 
Ambition 1s now confin'd ta a Kiſs. All his 


LENS 1s now brought to Lip-labour. 
Which Suit our beauteous Alyſon, in meer 
compaſſion, rather than any affeCion to his 
perſon, thus anſwers, 


Wil thou than go ti way therwith qd 


Pecertes lemman, qd this Ibſolon, 
Small 


pu 
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Small favours would not be neglected. 
becauſe they may be IntroduQions to high» 
er Curtſies when occaſion 1s offered. Mean 
time Abſolon prepares his Cynamon mguyth 


| forataſt of anunlavoury Curtlie. He takes 
' hiscorporal Oath of his conſtant fidelity, 
| and makes 4/yſoz's Poſterioza's the Book 
' heſwearsby. Whence obſerve, with what 
' Intollerable petulancy ſhe /jeers the poor 


| Letnotour 


| Cloyſterer! All this while, you may ima- 
; gine., Nicholas {lept not ; but heard this un; 


| toward Dialogue, after: his long withed, 


wooed, and now enjoyed amorous encoun- 
er.  Towhom ſhe imparts her Plot, which 
he approves, and ſhe effects. ; 


| The window lhe undoth , and that in 


haſte 
Dave Do (qd the ) and ſpede the fa(t 
rs thee eſpy. 


gan wipe his mouth tull 


This Ibſolon 
die 

A civil preparation for an uncivil falutati- 

on. Now at laſt he perceives how onethag 

ever hath ſome favour : but ſmall ſweetnek 

talts he in hex tgo low curtſie,under favour. 


Abacke 


122211: 0 
- Ibacke he ſterte, and thought it was 
| amts. | 


His Experience/had inform'd him ſuffici- 
ently it the knowledge of a Woman's Lip : 
This had not that ſmoothneſs which he ex- 
pos Yet (quoth he) I may be deceiv'd. 

artfe Alyſon may have an hair-hp,for ought 
that T know :. While he thus expoftulated 
therale,' | * | 


Te he qdthe, and clapt the window to 


Te he, a word of jo {an {corn, or con- 
tempt : She Iaughsat him after ſhe had gal- 
led him : Before ſhe ſhue the window to, 
had ſhe ſhut ber back-door too , Abſolor 
had receiv'd the greater Curtſie, and ſhe 
expreſt the more Civility. But being thus; 
not only rejected, but diſgraced ; 
Iblolon goeth forth a lozypags 

I berde, a bezde; ſaid hende Nicholas. 

& NicLolas has a fine world on't ; his Hoſt is 
incaged, his Hoſteſs in his arms incloſed, his 
Corrival diſcarded, and new conceits art- 
ſing, other contents hourly deviſed. 


This 


| [49] 
This ſely Ibſolon herde it every dele - 


And to himlelle he ſaid, J tall the quite 


* TheWorm will turnagain. Poor Abſolok 
| thus abuſed, of his ſleep deprived,  cafts 
| about in his mind how he may be reven- 
| ged. He cannot endure to fit down with 

this wrong : his Fancy is now changed into 
« a Frenzy ; his Love to: Revenge. Man 
{ had he ſerv'd,yet was he never fo avian 
! many had he lov'd, yet never ſo rewarded; 
$ many had he kiſt, yet never any Lip that ſb 
| reliſhed. His Paffion in the end works it 
| ſelf into a vertuous compaſſion. = 


Foz he was healed of his maladye 
Fullofte Paramours he gan defie 
Ind wepe as doth a childe that ts ybete. 


Ja conceived diſgrace produce 2 Firlt , It 

dictates of revenge ; then ir begets an in- 
[bred hate to the Object before loved; and 
{by whom the diſgrace was occaſioned : At- 

terall this, it reſolves into tears, fill oppor- 
[tunity be offered.that the intended revenge 
{may be inflicted, - 


— 
X 


Indon hts _ he gan” fo2 angre bite--- 


| What rare Effedts will the apprehenſion of 


* 
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I ſolte pace he went over the ſtrete . 
Unto a [mith men callen dan Gerveyg&c. 


Ablolon having received fuch rough enter- 
tainment in Yeres Court, tlics for revenge 
to Vulcan's Forge : Where he beats hi 
Brain intollerably, about the manner of his 
Revenge. Stronger is his deſire, than his 
conceit z yet .becomes that ſo quickned by 

n,. as now. he aſlaies to execute, wht 
is doubtful Imagination hath ſo many ſeve-}, 
ral waies projetted. His Pate is his Anvale, 
the Forge his Study.; ſoas, I may properly 
apply hoſe antient Verſes, upon this occa 
ſion, to our Truant Chantery-man. f 


That Scholar well deſefves a Widaie, 
Who makes his Study of a Dmibdie. 


Well; Suppoſe him now cooling higF 
Toes at the Blackſmith's door, as he had 
done before to his dainty Paramour, Thu T 
ties he for refuge to this Lemmian, tobe, 
revenged on his Lemman ; True it 1s 3 5 


When Vulcan and the Muſes meet, ht 


Safely may Mars warm Venus Feet. pl 
Y 
But ſecure is Gervaſe of any ſuch Over hy 
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This Ibſolon knocketh all eaſily 

Ind ſaid undo Gervaſe 6c. © oaks 
He knocks eaſily, leſt he ſhould be diſ- 

covered, and eonſequently his plotted Re- 

venge defeated ; or elſe, that he ſhould not 

for a Night-walker be publickly noted. 


What whoart thou? 
Smirg the Smith, it ſeems, wasat work + 
or elſe of a light ſleep. 


Jt am J Ibſolon, 


This he utters ſoftly through a Cranny, 
leſt it ſhould come to diſcovery. 


What Pbſalon, 
| ——— Dum gay gyrle god it wote 
Path bzought you thus. - - 


| It ſeems this Chanterer was a notable 
Tarier ; and generally obſerved for an in- 
ordinate walker. But little cares Abſo/o7: 
for this aſperſion : De had moze Tow on 
his . His head was otherwiſe em- 
ployed ; his Brain otherwiſe exerciſed. Re- 
venge was his deareſt Minion , which he 
© Tpreterred before the Embrace of a Wanton. 
TR, E 2 --Friend 
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-Frendſo dere; 
The hote cultxe,/1y the chyinney here ].. .: 
Is leveit me, .. . TAE of 

The Smith of antient acquaintance, would 
be loath to deny him ſo ordinary. a Curtfie: 
were it of Gold, or Nobles-in a Bag, he 
would lend it him : Albeit , he wonders 
what employment he may; have for tat fo 
unſeaſonable a time z but he receives it, up- 
on promile to return it, with telation next 
morning how he did employ it. 


And caught the culter by the cold tele 
Full ſofte out at the Doze gan ye tele, 

Now he renews his ſiege with Fire and 
Faggot : Up to the Carpenter's wall hc 
mounteth,and at 4/yſor's window he knock: 
eth. She, wholay waking, as one fearful 
of her own ſecurity,or doubeful of her Hus- 
band'sJealoufie,or over-joy'd withNicholas' 
ſweet Company, anſwers him preſently, but 
timerouſly, as if he were ſome Thief; while 
he, to free het from that ſuſpition, and 
make better way to his intended revenge, 
ſhapes her this Reply. 
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J amchyn Ibſolon; thyn own derling 
Of yr (qd he) 7 have the bzought a 


A modern Poet ſometimes Sung : 


There's nought a young man can deviſe , 
N Mill tempt a Woman more than prize. 


Upon which wry builds he his pro- 
"Bf jet; Hetenders hera Ring which his own 
'' Mother ( Eris Mother of Revenge") be- 
queathed him,and that curiouſly Engraven, 
and this will he give, fo far he ſeems fur- 
prizd with love for one poor *' kils. 
Nicholas is riſen, and he will have it, and as 


a uncivilly requite him for it. For, thought _ 


cF he,ſhall mine Hoſteſs exceed me in conceit ? 
© ſhe put a palpable diſgrace upon him, and 1 
ug will do the like. 


1nd ope the window did he haltily &c. 


ns Hereour Aſtronomer lyecs his Level, and 
&Y diſchargeth his ſhot with a powder 3 while 
dour Chanterer is prepared with his red hot 
:ICultre. 


E > And 
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Ind he was redy with his yron hots . 
omen 


He has got a Ring with a witngſs. Luſt 
mult ever have a rue rub. He who even 
now, ſo laſciviouſly wantonned, and fo free- 
ly taſted delights. prohibited 5 he who fur- 
fetted in pleaſures, and had hung up his 
abuſed Hoſt for a Scare-crow, ſee how he1s 
ſcarrified ! 


Df goeth the Skin an hondbzede about 
The hotte culto2 btende ſo his toute. 

Here's a Plaiſter for his pleaſure. He 
that 'taſts the Sweet, muſt have the Sowr 
we'te. He rageth, raveth. and roareth like 
another Oetear Hercules, Hecan reſt inno Þ 
place, ſo ſharp is his Inflammation 3 he can 
repoſe in no place, ſodeep is his Incifion; 
So ſmall 1s the Solace he now conceives 1n 
his Alyſon, | 


Delpe, water, water, foz goddes hert. 
This carpenter out of his lumber lterte. 


« 
- 


What this deep Soothſayer predition'd 
before 1n jeſt, he now cals for in earneſt. 
Little dream'd he, when he foretold of that 
es ho ea general 

| 
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general inundation , that he ſhould ſtand 
m need of ſome of it to cool his inflammati- 
on.But no ſooner had he ſent forththis pitti- 
ful clamour, than the poor Carpenter, who 
lay ſnorting all this while in his ſuſpended 
Trough , and had taken more reſt though 
leſs pleaſure, than his Gueſt, began to rouſe 
himſelf out of his {lumber ; i the 
imminency. of danger , with his axe he 
{mites the Cord in two, by which his 
kimelin or Tub was tyed ; that ſo he might 
by a paſlage purpoſely made through his 
Garden, {lice the depths; and fo lanch into 
the Main Ocean. 


Ind down goeth all. 


Down goes the Carpenter » down goes 


" Tarboord, Larboord, Ship, Tackling, and 


all his Proviſion. 


-----Till ye came to the Cell 
Upon the floze-and there a ſwoune he lay 
Up ſtert than Aliſon and Yend Nicholay, 


He never left tumbling till he came to the 
Cellar floor 3 and now ſenſeleſs, what with 
the Fall, and what with fear ; he lies ina 
Swoun. - This Fall from his Rooſt, frights 
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them from their Reſt. This unexpected 
accident rouſeth and raiſeth fair Aly/oz and 
her unfortunate Nicholas 5; who (as may be 
ſppoſed) might walk in his Shirt , for any 
reſt he could take, ſince his late Lequre 
read himon his Poſteriora's ; yea, and one 
| Who ſtood inmore need of a Plaiſter, than 
any ſuch Panick Diſtemper. But need 
makes the old wife trot. Some Plot muſt 
they deviſe or other, or they ſtand diſgra- 
ced for ever. With joynt conſent there- 
fore, they raiſe a clamour in the ſtreets, call 
© their Neighbours together, to view this 
_ doletul Spectacle of a SiſtraGied Carpenter : 
for all muſt be imputed tohis diſtemper. 


The neighbours, both (mall and grete 
In ronne---— : | 


It is the condition of Common people to 
preſs into the view of ſuch Novels, be they 
_never ſodiſaſtrous. Yea, we ſhall obſerve 

how the moſt contemptible wretch, who 
before was never eyed, if he chance tobe 
wounded in the Street, with what numbers 
of vulgar Speftators he becomes forthwith 
encloſed : Soattentive be their Ears, ſo in- 
tentive their Eyes to become Nuntio's of 
PI others 
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others miſeries. Here then you may ſup- 
poſe this Common Rout ſtanding in a Ring 
or Circle, gazing and admiring the unfor- 
tunately-delud gr gn like a blind 


int in the midſt of a Centre , weakly 
lnanthig : While this ruſtick and -unciv1- 
lized fry, ready to hear what Nicholas and 
his Alſo wereas ready to report 3 gave 
all attention to the ſad, but feigned relation 
of this woful accident. No matter, though 
the poor Carpenter interrupt them, his Tale 
muſt not ſo much as be heard by them. Their 
ny was the firſt, and it muſt be. beſt 

card, 


They told every man, that he was wob 
De was agalt ſo of Noyes flod, | 


. Alas good man ! what a Solemn diſcourſe 
wen Pawn of his Frenzy, to palliate the 
rankneſs of their inordinate Fancy : With 
more than frontleſs impudence they avouch, 


that it was the Carpenter's diſtempered con- 
ceipt, that brought himſelf to this miſ-for- 
tune. For ſtanding in great fear of a ſecond 
Noah's Floud, which out of his own brain- 
ſick Phantaſie, he had long time conceited, 


to prevent all etfuing danger, he had cauſ- 
ed 


4 i 8 
ed to be provided one Kimelyn for himſelf, 
and other two for them to hang for Com- 
pany, with all neceſſary proviſion againſt 
the violence of ſuch an approaching Inun- 
dation. This were they enforced, for peace 
fake, to condeſcend to, being neither 
willing to incur his Diſpleaſre, nor croſs 
the Fury of his incorrigible humor. This 
merry Relation changeth the common peov- 
ples Admiration into Laughter z they jeer 
the lame Carpenter, and by their light Cre- 
dulity vindicate two Wantons from diſho- 
nour. Though he vow and ſwear, they 
have vowed not to hear. That Beaſt of 
many heads will not credit this Beaſt of one 

- They applaud'the Jeſt, and aſperle. 
on him the diſgrace. 
| Thus was 4{yſor cheared, Nicholas cheat- 
ed, Abſolor revenged, John the Carpenter 
gulled, and the Spefators infinitely pleaſ- 
ed. Nor is it to be doubted, but if this 
Accident had not hapned, Nicholas or Alj- 
ſor would have found one trick or other, to 
have deluded the Carpenter, enjoyed their 
Pleaſure, and evaded Danger. And none 
in my judgment more Jn than this 3 


to wit, that when this uppoled Deluge had 
not 


m——w 
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not come according to the time limited, Nz- 
cholas out of a-diflembled Zeal, would have 

etended , how by the inceflancy of his 

rayers, Heaven's wrath was appeaſed.their 
Cataracts ſtopped, and this univerſal Over- 
flow till an other ſeaſon ſtayed. Howſoever, 
by the ſweet Harmony which all this Family 
afterwards enjoyed, as may be charitably 
ſuppoſed, our Comment upon this Tale 
ſhall be in theſe Verſes finally cloſed. 


The Cloud's diſpersd,the Floud or Deluge paſt, 


And Abſolon of wanton become chaſt, 


John to his Alyſon #s reconciFd, - : 

And Shee, perhaps, by Nicholas with Child, 

John doth his jealous humor quite diſdain, 

What Alice did, ſhe will not do again, | 

& Heav # Smiles, Farth joyes, when all things 

all amending, 

& 4nd Tragick As have ſuch a Comickh, 

entiing. 


i. _—_— — Sad. 
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errroeognes 


A Commentary upon Chaucer's 
Prologue to the Wite of 


_ Bath's Tale. 


> Xperience , though none au- 
| thozitte 8c. 


&: This Engliſh Homer, our in- 
comparable Chancer , here 
brings in an antient Wife of 

Bath, with an Old Wives Tale, yet not ſo 
old as true, ſeeing her own Experience 
had confirm'd, whatſoever her tongue ex- 
preſs'd: wherein ſhe draws the firſt occaſion 
of her diſcourſe, from the griefs which 
accompany a Married life ; —_ either | 
weary of their preſent choice, and conſe- + 
quently atteing change ; or being depriv- 
ed of their choice , brings upon them new 
diſcontents, 
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[61] 
diſcontents, by an untowardly change. 
. Then ſhe diſcourſeth of the number of Hus- 
bands which ſhe had ſince her Twelve years 
of Age. Wherein, ſhe preſſeth an Argu- 
ment againſt ſuch , as held opinion againſt 


Bygamy. 


That ſithen Chat went never but onis 
To wedding} in the Cane of Galilee &c. 


As if ſhe ſhould fay, albeit Chriſt, who 
honoured Marriage with the very firſt Mi- 
racle that ever he wrought upon Earth, ne- 
ver went to any Wedding but once, and 
that in Caxe of Galilee, will you hence con- 
clude, that we are never to marry more 
than once , and ſo exclude Bigamy ? So 
might you infer ( upon like conſequence ) 
becauſe Chriſt never ſcourged Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple but once, nor was 
tempted in the Deſart (for ought we read) 
but once, nor wept over Hiersſalez more 
than once, that neither facrilegious Symo- 
niſts are more than once to be _ , nor 
temptation more than once to be ſuffered, 
nor tears of compaſſion more than once to 
be tendred. Nay, to refell this erroneous 


Opinion, which, even ſome of the antient 
| Fathers 


— 
TD RR—_ ———E———— CB 


(62] 
Fathers of the primitive Church have with | 
£od much pertinacy held, this good old wife 
of Bath hath an ment in {tore for her 
own purpoſe, which ſhe borrows from. the 
very Touchſtone of Truth, the holy Scrip- 


eure. 


————Jeſu'god and man | 
Dpake in reprefe of the Samaritan 
Thou halt yad five huſbands — 
Whence ſhe proves, that in thoſe dajes 
there was no ſuch reſtraint, but that 1t was 
.uſual and lawful for any one to marry after 
the Deceaſe of their Husband : Albeit,we 
find it commended by Apoſtolical Authori- 
, and recommended to Poſterity, That 


thoſe only were to be honoured for Wi- - | 


dows, who were Widows indeed. True 
It is, that in this place here alledged by our 
Wife of Bath, this Samaritan was reproved, 
not for that ſhe had married five Husbands, 
but for that after their Deaths, ſhe had ta- 
ken her ſelf to one who wasnot her Hus- 
band ; with whom, till then, ſhe had lived 
without remorſe of Conſcience in all Incon- ' 
tinence. Albeit, that any one ſhould be 
reſtrained to a prefcript number ei ; of 
| ves 


—_— 


[63] 
Wives or Husbands,it was yet never heard. 
Not to inſiſt therefore upon the difficulty:of 
the Text,nor to play Schole-Divine , which 
would ill beſcem one of her Sex, ſhe wakes 
uſe ofa Text far more eaſje and proper fer 


- b 


her purpoſe. 


Sut well J wote erpzeſſe without lie | 
God badde us foz to were and multipl 
That genfill Text can J well - 


She could find in her heart tomultiply in 
'Husbands as well as Children. One bf the 
Ends of Marriage ſhe obſerves, and this ſhe 
embraceth with ſo free admittance, as her 
Age muſt not deprive her of hope to mult1- 
ply: Husbands therefore ſhe holds neceſ- 
fary Aſſociates in all Ages, as well for Re- 
creation as Procreation z being for: thewr 
Love to leave whatſoever they moſt tender- 
' Iylove. Parental Love is excluded, where 
Wedlock is admitted. Neither Bigamy , 
nor Octogamy (if Wives become their Hus- 
bands Survivers) are tobe queſtioned. The 
laſt is no ſooner committed to earth, than a 
new one is to be ſought tor on earth. Love 


and Youth, no nor Ape, if it have a Colts 
tooth, 


a. 
I 


[54] 
tooth, can converſe' with Ghoſts and Gob- 
lins, ' This ſhe confirms by Inſtance. 


Lo he the wiſe king Dalamon 

I crow had wives mo than on 
would God it leful were to me 

To be refreſhed halfeſo ofte as ye. 

She holds it an hohour to encreaſe 1n 
this Number ; and by variety to allay fati- 
ety. Whence, -ſhe refle&ts upon her owh 
former eſtate, and highly joys in her inter- 
change of choyce. bs 


Bleſſed be God, J have had five 
Df which J have pyked out the bell _ 
Both of their nether purſe, and eke their 
ge Chelf, | | | 

She provides her ſelf of a Husband to fit 
. evety fonſe that ſhe might more ſenſibly 
_ what ſhe did by all likelihood moſt 
a That the might attain the end, ſhe 
neglefts not the means : No Procreation 
without Action. She holds it fit therefore 


to ſhare in his Ability of Perſon, as well as 


Fortune. And becauſe Practice begets Per- 
feftion, ſhe loves ever to be in ure: ' She 


finds far more Advantage in diſpatch, than 
delay : 


| 1 198 
delay; Her old Husband muſt no ſooner be 
| diſpatch'd, thana new one muſt be catch'd : 
| Thus is ſhe ever mated and matched. 


| Df five husbands ſcolynge am Y + 
; Welcome the lixte when ever he (hall dy. 


{ The thought is taken : All fleſh is mor- 
| tal; butof all fleſh; ſhe would have none 
} more mortal than her husbands. She would 
| ever have her aged Husband look hke 
| Death's-head 3 mean time, her ſage Admo- 
nitions are never wanting , to bid him re- 
E member his end. Life 1s but a Trouble; 
but of all others, ſhe is moſt troubled with 


his Life. Thus dictates ſhe of her Husband's. 


Pilgrimage 5 which, by how much the ſhor- 
ter, It 1s for her all the better. A new 
Change 1s her Royal Exchange : Nor 1$ 
the Market ſo ſcarce, but ſhe hopes to fit 
her turn with a new Choice. Meantime, 
you may. hence perceive, that ſhe would 
have her Husband's Life of any Stuff ra- 
her than Perpetuano Or Sempriernum. Like 


 EEcharitable Wife, ſhe could wiſh with all 


er heart that his Soul were at reſt, while 
e were left ro the Cares of the World and 
he Fleſh ; tor both which, the would fo 

\ F {caſon*- 
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ſeaſonably provide, that as Fortune , and 
her late Husband's Providence had ſuffici- 
ently furniſh'd her for the one, ſo ſhe would 
take eſpecial care that ſhe were not famiſh'd 
in the other. This ſhe confirms, not only 
with her own Opinion, but by Apolſtolical 
Doctrine. 


F02 Fg the Ipoſtel ſaith, that J ain 
e 


Td wedde a godeſhalfe, where it liketh 
* me &c. 


This likewiſe ſhe ſtrengthens, to give 


freer ſcope to her own Afﬀections, with aþ 


' freſh current of new Inſtances. 


CUhat recketh me though folke ſay vil 


lany lh 
Df 2ewd Lameth,and of his bigamy?& 


Here ſhe makes a Rehearſal of ſundry 
perſons (and ſome of them antient holy Pa 
triarchs, as Abrahams and Jacob ) who had 


divers wives : and in the end, proceeds far 


ther, diſcourſing of the ſtate of Virginity; 
which was recommended by way of Cour 
ſe], and no expreſs Precept, by the Apoſtle: 
concluding : 


t 


ll £ 
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Be ſaid, —_—— 
Dena ref ptcpthad hone 
But counſailing ts no commaundement 


{ De put it in our own judgeinent; 


To all which, fhe addeth this enforcing 
| Reaſon : 


X02 had God commaunded maidenhede 


nn wedding out of 


inity to have the precedency is ad- 
mn — ow not that Wedlock ſhould be 
iy rejected. To livea Virgin is an extraordi- 

nary gift : Thls, ſhe acknowledgeth, her 
ji weakneſs could never attain to. The uſe 
of this Doctrine therefore, ſhe thus applies 
unto her ſelf: 


Ind foz to ben a wife, he yabe ime leve 
-j_ Of indulgence, ſo it be not to repzeve 
To wedve ine, if that my make Die 
4 Without erception of bigamie. 


This Dotine ſhe approves, for it reliſh- 
Jeth fiveetly to het Palat. Yea but hence 
there ariſerh another ObjeRivh ; It is not 
a 200d to founh eq fon gp, Ts which ſhe 
| F 2 anſwers ; 
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anſwers ; not-inordinately or licentiouſly : 


F03 peril is, both fire aid tow to aſſem: 
.. ble. 


It is good for young Folk to avoid occa- 
ſion ; Be it is that which breeds a Contag]- 
on. The Fire of Fancy needs no Oy] to 
infame it, nor any other Fewel to feed it, 
than Opportunity, which never comes un- 
invited. True it is ( faith ſhe ) that many 
there are who can live Maidens all their 
daies'; and theſe prefer Chaſtity before any 
man's Society : And much good may it do 
them.. For my own part, I find noſuch F 
ſtrength in my ſelf; my Frailty requires a 
Fellow-helper. | | 


Foz well ye know, a lozdein his houſhold þ 
Dath nat every veſſel all of gold | 


Alt be not of one temper in their diſpoſi- 
tion, though of one Mould in reſpect of 
their compoſition. All are not RE, Lil- 
lies of Chaſtity-z for ſo in ſhort time ſhould 
the world become a Deſart. Veſſels there 
are in one. Howe of different Metals and 
Tempers ; yet thoſe which axe of the con- 

eds temptiblelt 


 - 
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[69] | 
temptibleſt ſubſtance, are for uſe and ſer- 
VICE. 
Uirginite is great perfection | 
Ind continence eke, "F408 


Some of our antient Fathers have compa- 
red Virginity to Gold, Continence to Sil- 


{ ver: Both of excellent eſteem , albeit the 


former incomparably to be preferred before 


| the later, But all have not the gift of Cha- 
| fſtity, I mean, of Virgin-purity. {Many 
{ thingsare in holy Writ unto our Obſervance 
| offered and recommended, which are not 
| expreſsly obſerved. Other things there . 


are by 2 40a toſome more.cſpect- 
ally commended and commanded, whereot 


| others may ſeem to be freed and exempted, 
| at leaſt, not ſo ſtraitly injoyned. 


— Chaiſt, that ot perfection 1s weil 


Baddenot every wight he ſhould go ſell . * 


All that he had 


He was a young man to whom Chriſt gave 
this Command ; one neither charged with 
Family nor Progeny. And in him, direct- 
ing hisſpeech to all ſuch, as were refolv «| 


to leave the world , and rctirc from all 
WE: carthly 


f 
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earthly cares, that they might attain Per- 
fection, by inuring themſelves in theſe Ta- 
bernacles of Clay, to an Angelical Conver- 
ſation. Theſe were with 4/ary to be ſpecu- 
latively affefted; mean time thoſe Martha's, 
who were troubled about many things, 
were not for their provident Care in dome- 
ſtick affairs, altogether condemned. Both 
in + degrees being reſpectively appro» 
V 


woll beſtow the flower of all myn age 
the acts and fruit of marriage. ty 


| She will loſe no time. Let others be 
Saints for her ; ſhe. knows what ſhe was 


,made for : Theſe Members (faith ſhe) of | 
Generation , were not made only for emil- 
{ion and evacuation, but likewiſe for Con- 
ception and Procreation 3 Nor only for di- 
ſtinction ſake, to know Male from Female , 
— that Male ſhould be known by Fe- 
male. 


. Why 
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| Why ould men elle in her bokes ſct 


That man Chould yeld to his wife her 


| Noto wherewithChuld he pay his pay- 
; Ff he ne uſed his ſely in!kfument., 


 Husbands are to give their wives due be- 


| nevolencez but how ſhould they receive 
their Benevolence, if they wanted the in- 


{trumental means? There was nothing made 


| in vain, much leſs that main and principal 

{ Point, without which, to this wanton wi- 
{ dow, allthe world were not worth a Point. 
* True it is, and ſhe confeſleth it, that there 
| have been many Saints, who have led all 
| their Lives in perfect Chaſtity ; and ſhe js 


ſo far from envying their Virginity, asſhe 
highly honours their Memory ; yet muſt 
they give her leave to take another courſe, 
for fear the ſhould do worſe : Their Acti- 


ons muſt not be her Example- 


Let hem with bzede of pure whete be 
fedde 


Jndlet us wiues eat barly bzedde. 


Virgins are to be fed with Pureſt Man- 
C4 cher, 
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chet,becauſe their Degree is higheſt;Wives 
with Barly Bread, becauſe their condition 
is lower ; yet ſo ſhe may enjoy here what 

the moſt like, ſhe cares not much though 
her reward-be- leſs when the later Harveſt! 
COMES, | 


Withbarly bzed, Marke tell can 
Dur lo2d Jelu refreſhed many a man. 


* All muſt not eat pure Manchet ; nor all 
attain a Virgin-ſtate : This is her Reſolu- 
tion. | 


Jnſuch a ſtate as God hath cleped us 

I woll perſever, J nam not pzecious 
Jn wifehode woll J uſe myn inlkrument 
Js frely as 1ny maker hyath it ſent. 


She conſtantly holds to her old Tenet : 
She was not made for a Maid. What ſhe 
hath receiv'd, muſtbe as freely usd. She 
expects both her Morn and Even Benevo-- 
lence : She hopes to beſtead her ſelf of 
ſach a man, as will out of his Honeſty or 
civil Curtfie, . pay his Debt. Neither will 
ſhe for her part be altogether unthankful , 
as he wipes off the old Score, hegnay begin 


_ 2 new. 


An 


[73] 


In huſband woll J-have J woll not let * 
== ” be both my Dettour and my 


aa 
an his tribulacion with all _ 
E--- his fleſh, while that J am his wife 
. Ho page oe ponger during all my life 
2oper body, andnat he, 
Kaghs ye cbs che apoſ 
Ay 


apoſtle tolde to me 
bad our huſbonds fo to loue us well 
All this ſentence me liketh every Dell. 


She means' torfit- her ſelf of an Husband: 
both for Ability and Conformity to pleaſe 


' her mind. He muſt give her due benevo-. 
| lence and-become enthralled to her-ſervice. 
| She expects homage and fealty from him, 


which ſhe means to requite with ſome tr ibu- 
lation upon his Fleſh. She will confirm her 


Aﬀectio with freſh remembrances of Cor- 


rectign: Whoſoever wears the Doublet , 
ſhe Means to wear the Breeches. This bra: 
ving humor of hers was to Life deſcribe 
by our modern Poet : | | 


Great's her Awbition, though her Size be 
ſmall ;_ 
Gi Ve but a Wench her w ill, and ſhe has all. 
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Soveraignty ſhe une 'r as and ſs a do- 
mineering power over his captive , as 
the Mare muft prove the beer Hors. is 
ſhe makes good not only by her own pri- 
vate Opinion, nor any Fabulous Tradition, 
but (toher own Glofs ) Apoſtolical Do- 
Arine : Thus picks ſhe out the Kernel,take 
the Shell who it So as methinks ſhe very 
nearly refembles her humor, who, like a 
friehety Bride, hearing thoſe words of 


Matrimony, to , » Love and 
Donour, fo hardly digeſted them, as ſhe 
willed the Miniſter to go no farther, till ſhe 
had conſidered better of the matter : 
Whence the Poet, in the perſon of this me- 


tall'd Girle ; 


Two Laſt T like ; to do the firſter two 
T ſhall not have the Patience I vow. 


Whilſt this jolly Wife of Bath thus de- 

ſcants on her own Command, intending, as 

ou have heard, to make her next Husband 
er Slave ; 


[75 ] 


ſtert rdoner, and that anon 
Haw dine 9 he, by Od andy ent 


Pe ben noble pzechourin this caas 
I was about to wedde a wife, 


- Pet had J lever wed no wife to yere. 


This commanding Dame ftartles her Hea- 
TErs 3 and will cauſe this poor Pardoner an- 
ſwer his Mwiſter , as fometimes a young 
man an{wer'd upon like occafton : Who, 
being to ſtand as Godfather for a Child,and 
to anſwer for it at the Fount, was asked, 
Deft thou forfake the Devil and all bis Works, 
&c. (as 1s inthe words of Baptiſm) anfwer- 
ed in behalf of the Child , 1 forſake them 
all. The very fame day, this young man was 
to -be married, and being by the Miniſter 
demanded , Doft thou take this Woman to 


thy married Wife # &c. Imagining belike, 


that he was then anſwering in the perſon of 
the Child, to forſake the Devil and all lus 
works , preſently replied , 1 forſake theze 
all, While the Pardoner, poor man, ſtands 
thus perplexed, fearing he need take up no 

other 


alas - _ 
Cunt, ond A bye it on my fleſh lo 


[76] 
other Croſs, than his Wife, if his Fortune 
beto cope with ſuch a Whipſter as this Vi- 


Abide qd ſhe, my tale (s not begon 
Nay, thou (halt dunke of another ton &c. 


þ The Piydoner had thought the wort 
was paſt 3 but ſhe had another Brewing for . 
him, worſe than the firſt; and this muſt 
have a ſtronger taſt of the bitter Hop of 
Tribulation.. ' Her own Experience, as ſhe 
confeſleth , had ſufficiently furniſhed her 
for matter of Diſcourſe upon the troubles 
and affiitions which accompany Marriage ; 
nevertheleſs, for ſo much as molt part of 
men are more induced by Examples than 
Reaſons, ſhe means to enlarge her ſelf in 
that kind. 


F Fo2 J Gall tell enſamples mo than ten 

| Uhoſo wol not beware by other men 
By him (hall other men cozrected be 
Thele ſame wozdes waiteth Ptoloine 


An excellent Sentence of Ptolomy in his 
Altrologica” >bſcrvations 3 He that will not 
be warned by others,ſhal be a warning unto 


others. Though others harmes cannot make 
' "a 
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weakneſs others more wary: * 


[77] 


him beware , the harm which he. incurrs 
ſhall beget m others a more' circumſpett 
care: his folly ſhall make"others wile, his 


Dame J wol p2ay you, if your will were 
Dalid this Pardoner, as ye began 

Tel fozth your tale, ſpare foz no man 
Ind teche us young men of your pzactike. 


This Pardoner being a young man, and 
defirous to be inſtructed in that Honoura- 


| ble State, to whichin ſhort time, he puxp6= 


ſeth to addreſs himſelf,” craves her Diretti- 
on, whereto ſhe inclines. 


Gladly (qd he) if it may you like 
But that I pzay to all this company 
If that J ſpeke after my fantaſy 

Is takethnot agrefe—— 


She cafily gives way to his requeſt, pro- 
vided, that none of all her company take 
diſtaſt at ought ſhe ſhall ſay. being now 
to ſpeak freely, and after her own Phanta- 
lie, purpoſely to paſs time away : After 
which Introduction, ſhe proceeds to this 
her pleaſant Relation. 


s Now 


[78] 
aoty les, t I tell fozth my tale 
Ger te Jen wines al F 
yg Tho huſbonds that J 
m—_ were god, and two were 


She repeats afreſh the number of her 
Husbands, with their Diſpoſitions, yea,atd 
itutions too, as appears after ; 


The thze god men were riche and olde 
might they the [katute helde 
ich they were bounden unto me 
Pe wot well what 'J meane of this 
parde, 

As if ſhe ſhould fay, they were rich in 
Poſſeffions, bur of cold Conſtitutions. Na- 
ture was decay'd in them 5 they could not 
perform the Dues of Marriage. Their ſleeps 
were too long, and their Benevolence too 
ſhort 3 This was her meaning, ſhe needs no 
_ Clearer Expolition. 


Is 


+, i 
2s God me heipe, Alaugh whan'F 
fly a made hent tv 
Pow pitoufly a night F heitt 


But by my fay, Þ tolde of it no ſtoze - 
ad 
2 &c. 


They wanted not their Curtain-LeQtures ; 
being far better taught than fed. Time 
was indeed, when ſhe humored their old 
Chops, and uſed all diligence to win their 
Love; not a good Morſe], but they had 
their part 5 but this was before they parted 
Stakes. The world is alter'd from what it 
was: They havenow infeoffed her inthe 
whole. All their Lands and Hereditaments, 
Eſtates Real and Perſonal, were paſt to her 
and hers for ever 3 infomuch, as ſhould 
they have arrived to the Happineſs to have 
ſurviv'd her, they could hardly recover 
their Thirds. Now ſhe holds it loſt la- 


bour to ſtrive to pleaſe, where no Profit 
can ariſe. 


— 


What 
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Uhat, Gould I take kepe hen foz 60 


Sut if it were fo my pofite atid myn 
a; 


I ſet hem ſo a wozke by my faie 
That --- "il fight they ſongen wel 


They never laugh't till their hearts ak'd 
before they were married. She ſets them 
their Task, and every night they were to 
DE 264 an [$0242 Before this their un- 
nappy Marriage,they might ſing Care away ; 
Now ani Do change the Burden of their 
Song to Well away ;, for well it cannot be 
with them before their dying-day. 


 Thebacon was not fet foz hem J trowe 
That ſome men haue in Eſſex at Don- 
mowe. 


The old Proverb was this : 


ſ 


He that is not with Penitence taken 
For that he married not before, or married A 

210W, " 
May challenge a Flitch of Eflex Bacon, p 


And carve his Morel in the Cow of Donmow, - Nj" 


But theſe poor Snakes of hers were far 
from 


[81] 
from challenging any property in cither.For 
their Marriage had brought out no good ef- 
fe inthem, but only Repentance. Rough 
were her Salutes, Bare her Commons, cold 
her Comforts. So far were they from Com- 
mand, as their Lives were a continued fla- 
Very 


J governed hein ſo well after my lawe 
Th =4 of them full bliſful was and 


To bing me gay things fro the fayze 
They were full fain whan J ſpake hem 
faire. 
Fair words make Fools fain. Itis true 
what the Poet ſometimes ſung : 


With Price or Prayer the hardeſt heart is won, 
Which Age mmſt do, when nought elſe can be 
done. 


Thele aged and decrepit Husbands of 
hers, muſt ſupply their want of due bene- 
volence with bounty and benificence. One 
comfortable ſmile, or amorous look,are the 
readieſt Keys to unlock theſe old mens 
Cheſts.Tothe Fayr they go,or rather creep; 
but of neceſſity they muſt go whom the __ 

G VI 
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drives. Where their only buſineſs 1s to cur- 

ry Favour with a commanding Dame, by 

purchace of a Fayring,: Other means they 

want to purchaſe their Peace; they pur- 

pole therefore to buy it at any Price. Con- 

tent is worth a Crown; and it muſt coſt ' 
them a Crown, but they will procure ane 

minute of Content : And that's the longeſt 

Leaſe they canÞoſſibly expect. 


Pe wiſe wives that can uriderſtonde 
-Thus a ye ſpeke, aud bere hem on 


Fo? hHalfe ſb boldly there can no man 
Dwere and lye, as a woman can, 
An excellent Commendation for her own 


Sex! And confirmed by a Tragick Poetels 
of our own, in theſe words: 


Women are leaſt of Goods, the worſt of Evils, 


Thcir beſt ate worſe than men, their worſt than 
Devils. þ 


Truth is, they may make bold with them- 
ſelves 3 albeit, no modeſt nar gentile Spirit, 
(unleſs they ſweat in Swetyam's Surquedry) 
can find in their heart to throw ſuch Aſper 
ſions on them, - But omitting this, york 
l:, . 7 
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here perceive that this wife of Bath, out'of 
her grounded Experience, like a judicious 


| Schole-Miſireſ to-all young married wives, / 


begins her LeQure ; where the informs them 
how to demean themlelves jn their (eyeral, 
places. Free and friendly -1s her Advice, 
accept it who liſt 3 thus ſhe proceeds. 


lr ml wite hall if that the can her | 


Bere 1 oo in honde the cowe.is woode © 
And take wit eof yer "An mayde - 
Of her aſlent : 


A twofold. Expoſit Ition: may be drawn 
from theſe Lines. Firſt, If the good-wife 
defire to put Money in her Purſe , the will 

end , for want of Grain, os fome other 
vendible Commodity, that her Cow is run 
mad, and that ſhe hath fold-her to the But- 
cher forlittle or nothing, purpoſely to pre- 
vent danger }' mean time ſhe converts the 
benefit of this pretended Bargain to her 
{elf,, and fo hi her Husband. Or elſe 
thus-: ; She hath appointed a meeting with a 
private Friend, to whom-ſhe can well ſpare 
a Morl(el, when her Husband {ces-not ; And 


the place of this mecting 15 the Byer!; on 
J G 2 Ks 
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where her Kine lie ; where to prevent her 
Husband's Repair, and free their amorous 
Embraces froth all ſuſpicious Fear,ſhe feigns 
her Cow tobe wood, which ſhe makes good 
by her Maid's Aflent, whois ready to juſti- 
fie her Dames Speech : She wills him there- 
fore to be wary that he come not there, leſt 
he receive ſome hurt. Which Fetch is not 
much unlike that of hers,who deſirous to do 
a Courteſſe to a Friend, but out of all hope 
to get opportunity for effecting what ſhe 
did ſo much defire ; at laſt ſhe remembred, 
how there was nothing in the world more 
terrible to her Husband, than a Bear ; by 
which means ſhe fitted her ſelf of what ſhe 
moſt lov'd, by affrighting him with what he 
moſt fear'd. This trick therefore fhe plays 
him,with conſent of her Sweet-heart, whom 
ſhe preferr'd before him. She®contraQs 
with her Friend to cover his Servant in a 
Bear's Skin, and tie him near to that pri- 
vate place where they had appointed, and 
which the poor Wittal himſelt noleſs ſuſpe- 
ed. Up he mounts, but as quickly de- 
ſcends; for the terrible fight of this coun 
terfeit Bear drove from his memory the 
conceit of all other Fear, which the Ept- 

grammatilt 


\[85] 
grammatiſt no leſs plealantly WeAVES UP, IN 
this manner. 


A wily Wench there was ( gs T have read ) 
Who us'd to Capacom her Hwasband's head; 
Which he ſuſpe& ing, lay in private wait, 

To catch the Knave, andkeep his W ife more 
rait 

But all in vain ;, they day by day did mate it, 

Tet could his four Eyes never take them at it. 

This ſubtil Wench perceiving how they ſlonld 

At laſt prevented be, do all they could : 

For now Jtalian like, her Hothand grew 

Horn-mad, I wis, avd kept her in a Mew 

Invent d a Trick, which to accompliſh better. 

Unto her Friend ſhe cloſely ſent a Letter, 

And oy it was; Friend, you ſhall krrow 

me 

My Hwusband keeps me far more narrowly 

Than he was wont ;, ſo as totell you true, 

Tou cannot come to me, nor I to you. 

Tet ſpite of bis Eyes, and as many more, 

Wee'l uſe thoſe Pleaſures which we us'd before : 

Only be wiſe, and ſecond what I wiſh ; 

which to ea 16 Net Frieng ) know this it is, 

My Hwsbard, as he hates the Bozn to wear, 

of Fall the Badges m__ ſo «4k he th' Bear k 


Arore 
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More than all other Beaſts which.do ſeogent 
The Heathy Fozelt's ſpatious Continent... .': 
If thou wilt right me then, and pepper him, 
Cover thy Servant in « fl Bear's Shin < ... 
And come te morrow as thow ug #beſore, 

Tying thy Servant to my {4/466 Bog aoor., 

After this quaint Dire@ion he attir'd 

His man in Bear-skin, as ſhe had deſir'd : 

Eniring tne Chamber, he recetued is 

Il ith may a Smile, Back: al, and Jwectueg. 
Kiſs. 

For they're ſecurg.of all that 1 was be ore, 

H, aving a DAT: that kept thy -Byſte from . 
Doe. - 

7 be Wittal F bal 0 ſooner Int Kling had, 

Then up the Stairs he tan as hz were wall 3. p 

But ſecing none but th" Beat to entertain him, 

0f Horns be never after didfeomplain him. 


I have here fer down this Cnced to 5 
full, becauſe it hath ſuch. near reſemblance 
to this part of \Ghanrers Tale : TO 
we procecd, / | 


--—— But hercthhow Ji J ſayde. 
S'r old Keynarde.s this thyn AM | 
Cyr is mine A (6s wife lo gay ? 


The 
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The firſt inſtruction the gave young 
Wifes, was how. to Gull thetr Husbands; 
and how they were to cram their Purſes 
with nimble cheats , or enjoy: an morons 
choice. Now like a domineering Houſe4 
wite, ſhe tells them, how-they 'muſt twit 
their Husbands, if. their Neighbours: Wives 
goe trimmer or-neater thanithey.-. As if ſhe 
{ſhould fay, What Sir Kaynard,ye fax-skm'd 
Chufte, muſt F'come behind fuch: a Gofli 
for faſhion ? Muſt I Snayl-like 5 keep ſtill 
under roof, while thou goes'a Ranging to 
thy Neighbour's houſe, aud neighs 2fter thy 
Nertghbour's: Wite 2 You Sir, may whitper 
a wanton Tale in the ear of fuch a Maid ; 
and you muſt not be reproved ? Nay Sir 
Lecher, ,you muſt he in all; your amorous 
actions approved ? Mean time, if I have a 
Goſliip or a;Friend, withaut gonceit of 1, 
Imuſt be chid, while you, Sir, come reeling 
home, upbraiding me , that I play wanton 
in fuch an houſe , or diſhonour; you 1n ſuch 
a. place, Every Ale-bench muſt be the 
Stage where you act my diſgrace ; where 
ſometimes, you revile me, for my poverty; 
_ or elſe diſparage me for my Parentage ; ar 
*if my deſcent be above yours, you tax mc 
| G 4 +0 
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of pride', and tell me , high blood ever 
ſparkles for good Cloathes. Sometimes my 
mirth mads you, otherwhiles my melancho- 
ly diſtracts you. If I be fair, my fort is 
half wonne, my chaſtity cannot hold out 
long ; every opportunity tempts me, every 
light AflatJant taints me. Some, you ſay, 
chaſe us for Portion, others for Proporti- 
on; ſome for Beauty and outward Feature, 
others for *Breeding and Behaviour ; ſome 
for Afﬀability , others for Agility z ſome 
for pure and dainty hands, others for ſmall 
enazur'd Arms; All which, you fay, are 
Lures to Luſt, and keep the High-Road to 
the Devil's Court. Again, if I be foul, 
why then I turn common Haxter ; Iwillne- 
ver want for Trading : As fair Forts are 
won by long Siege; ſo we that are foul, 
will rather lay ſiege unto others, than not 
be won. Spaniels are not more fawning , 
than we are fancying. He were a mean 
Perſonage we could not affect, and this 
were our comfort, © She is a black Crab 
that can find no Mate : [ug our choice 
be not ſo worthy, we ſhall find one Gander- 
goole or other to fit our Fancy. 


Thus 


- 09 
Thus ſaiſt thou lozel, whan thou goelt 
to bed 


That no wiſe man nedeth foz to wed, 


A ſtrange kind of Even-ſong ; when the | 
day is ſpent in ranging , and the Evening i} 
in railing. Doeſt thou think, Lorel , : 
that to go to heaven by a Wife, is to go by i 
Bow and not by String 2 Well Sir, I hope to i 
ſee you go by the String, and then your 
way will be readier. You ſay, a droppings 
ſmoaky houſe and a chiding wife will caule 
a man fly out of his houſe. What will a 
dropping Noſe do, you Ice-Ickle you ? You 
lay, Wives have the Trick to diflemble and 
ſhroud their Vices, yea, and colour them 
too with fair Pretences, as if they were ſpe- 
cial Vertuesz But Wood that thines molt, 
1s moſt commonly leaſt found: We can 
find time to fit you with a Peny-worth,and 
make your Ears look through your Night- 
cap, after the new Faſhion: And what of [2 
all this ? We leave (TI hope ) ſutfggent ſor _l 
your queaſie Stomachs,when all thi8Þ done. 
Again, like a Proverbial old Dottrel, you 
ſay, that not only for Oxen, Aſſes, Horſes, 
and Hounds , but even Bafons, Lavers , 


SPOONS, 
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Spoons,Stools,Pots,8 other Veſſels,men uſe 
to try them, before they buy them;whereas, 
Wives muſt not be tryed, till they cannot 
deny it 3 being tobe wedded be vil 
be Bedded.-. Heyday ! 1s your Spirit to 
Coltiſh? It ſeems, if your Judgment might, 
25 or ſtand for a Decree, you would try 

ore you married, and fotake occaſion ta 
repent before you needed. ' Neither will 
theſe untowardly humors content you, but 
they muſt yet run on worſer Extreams. Your 
Doltſhip will not ſtick to ſay, how nothing 
difpleaſeth me more, than not to-hear my 
Beauty praiſed, my leſs than ordinary parts 
admired ; Nay,-I am diſcontent forſooth , 
when you loak not Babies inmine Eyes,and 
fame my Beauty; in every place z Again, if 
you make not a ſolemn Feaſt on my Birth- 
day, with preparation of Luſcious Fare for 
\ your Gueſts, of Sumptuous Attire for my 
ſelf, a free and friendly Welcom to all, eſpe- 
cially to my Nurſe, whom you mult that day 
highly honour, and the Criſp-hair'd Wag 
that attends me inmy Chamber,with all my 
Fathers Folk and his Allies, youare out of 
my Books for ever. 


Thus 


| 
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Thus faiſt thou old baret full of lies, * 

Ind yet of 0ur p2entiſe Jenkig,— 

Foz yis cxiſpyecr, @:ning as gold fine 

Jnd = he ſquareth me,voth up and 
oune 


Dalt thou caught a falſe ſuſpectioun 
J woll him nat. 


me Sir, you uſe the Liberty of 3 your la- 
viſh Tongue ; yea, m r prentice Fer- 
kin a. flee %0in /yoiir Jealouſic and 
Suſpition. IF at any time uſe him for the 
Squire of my Body, or to Uſher me in the 
ſtreets : Your yellow humour interprets 
this to- be too much familiarity, and that 
Jenkin muſt become Father of your Proge- 
ny. NoSir, you ſhall know that I am not 
brought to that low fail, but if you ſhontild 
dye to morrow,' I could make' choice of a 
{atelier Minion than Je-47. But to let this 
pals, how is it, you old miſty Dotard , 
that with a ſorrow you Inde the keys of 
your Chelts fram me 3- hav® 7 not'a propet- 
ty in your goods aſwel as you 2 Do: you 
mean to make an Ideot of me? 


Thou 
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| Thou! halt nat both though thou were 
Be mailſter of my body and of my god 


How is it Sir , that you ſometimes pro- 
miſed with your body to honour me , and 
with all your worldly goods to endow me, 
and that now with the firſt you diſhonour 
; mee, and for the later ( like a Devil in the 
Vault) you lock them from me? I think 
Sir, if it were in your power, you would, 
lock me up in your Cheſt too, but thats 
above your cugning. Had you but ſo muck 
wit in your Sage Sconce, you would rather 
in this ſort demean your ſelf towards me, 
* Good wite,go where you liſt;diſport your 
« ſelf where you pleaſe, mine ear 1s open to 
* no Tales z my knowledge hath given me 
* that approvement of you, as I cannot ſul- 
* ſpect you. For I muſt tl you, we women 
cannot endure that any one ſhould queſticn 
us where we live, or whom we love;zwhere 
we gad, or when we Gollip. Of all men } 
bleſt be that ſaying of the wiſe Aſtrologer 
Ptolomy”, who drew this concluſion from 
the Depth of his Philoſophy. 


Df 
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Df all men his wiſedome is the belt 


That recketh not who hath the wozld in 


hond, 


His condition 1s the happieſt, who for 
Afﬀairs of this world is indifferenteſt. This 
Sentence here this Goodwife uſeth, pur- 
poſely to withdraw her Husband from in- 
termedling in his own Eſtate, and abſolute- 
ly to inveſt her ſelf in it. Asif ſhe ſhould 
ay, You Sir, that have the one Foot inthe 
Grave already, how is it that you incumber 
your mind fo much with things tranſitory ? 
you 'have enough for your time ; ſhake 
hands with the world, ſeeing the world 
hath now ſhaken hands with you. Leave 
the care of theſe Bulſineſſe « to me. Neither, 
dol only ſpeak this in behalf of your tempo- 
ral Eſtate, but in delights of your Bed. 
What if another take a Shive of your cut 
Loaf; muſt this trouble you? Doubt not, 
Good man, but you fhall have enough left 


* toſerve your turn. He 1s too too envious, 


that cannot endure another ſhould light his 
Candle at his Lanthorn. This neither lef- 
lens your Light, nor the other weakens 


your delight. 
py > Thou 
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Thou ſaieſf alſo, that if we make us gay 
Uith clothes, 92 with pzectouis array 
That it iS peril of our chaſtite &c, 


Befides, all this, you lay Sir, if we go 
gay, we muſt needs be gameſom. We can- 
not. be neat, but we do tt t' get a new 
Mate : And this you ſtrength. with an A- 
poſtolical Exhortation, ©& Ar - ay your ſelves 
in comely Apparel, with Sham:faſtneſs and 
Modeſty ; not with broided huir, or Gold, or 
Pearls , or coſtly Apparel ; but as becometh . 
women that profeſs the fear of God. It ſeems, 
you are an excellent Text-man for your 
own purpoſe. But. I muſt. not grow out of 
Love with myſelf, foryour Centure. I mean 
not to be taught by your Text; nor to make 
your Rubrick my Rule, 


J nill not wozch as moch, as a Gnatte 
Thou ſateſt alſo, J was like a Catte. 


Comly Compariſons! You fay afſleck- 
$kinn'd Cat will ever go a Caterwawing 3 
ſhe cannot abide keeping at home. No more 
will I *(for ſo you apply.t) I muſt needs be 
[hewing my gay Cloaths, there 1s no reme+ 
dy; for Pride cannot endure to attend a 
Fanuly. Dir 
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Sit old fwole, what helpeth thee toſpien 
Foz though thou play Irgus with his. 
hundzed tyen &c. _ 


Never play the Fool thus, to think that 
your Jealouſiecan prevent Opportumty: © 


No Jealouſie can ever that prevent, \ ii. 
Where as two parties once be full content. , 


For had you as many eyes as Ariſtor's 
Son , the hundred-eyed 4rgas, I ſhould 
find one Trick or other to gull you, and di- 
{tinguiſh. your Coat by an inviſible Creſt.” 


Thou lateſt eke, that ben things thee 
The which troubleth all this yearth. 


Wine + furious, an Eave-dropper dan- 
gerousz but a Woman, you ſay, of all 
others moſt malxcious. Yea,you have other 
Proverbral' Refemblances; which, at firſt 
ſight, are like your wiſe Parables ; where- 
m yon compare a Woman's Love to'Hdll, 
ever raging 3 to barren Land, no good 
bearing, without water, thirſty and fetr- 
ing ; to Wild-Fire, ever burning, and de- 
firing to conſume whatſoever is combuſti- 
ble, orapt for kindling - You ſay likewile, 


as 
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as Trees are decayed by Worms, ſo are 
Husbands by their Wives, But: truth is , 
if we trouble you at Board, ſuch feeble Lo- 
rels as you,trouble us as little in Bed. + *© 


[ona right thus as ye haue under- 
SareAl ſkifily mine old huſband on hond. 


Oft-times would I twit them with theſe 
and ſuch like Speechs, which (asI preten- 
ded ) were uſually bolted forth by them, 
when they were drunk ; and two Wit- 
neſſes had T in readineſs to juſtifie their A- 
buſe,my jolly Ferkir.,and my Neece.Oh how 
I could fet m rrp to frown and 
lowr, and ſell ſtore of Powts for nothing ! I 
was never in my right home, but when I 
was out of Tune ; I could whine,and plain, 
when I felt but Jittle Pain. Mean time, 
he that came firſt to Mill, had his Corn firſt 

ground. I made no Bones of chuſing a dain- 

xy Morke for my own Tooth : Yet all 

this while, I lay ” all the blame on them : 

4 were In as fault, though I reapt the 
ruit. 


Of 
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Of wenches would J bere heit on hond 
__ foz lick, unnethes might they 


I charg'd them with Wenching, when 
God knows, they ſtood in greater need of 
aCaydle.Yet it deli ghted theſe oldChrones 
to be ſothought of ; >The defir'd rather to 
| betax'dof 4c , than Diſahllity. And to 
to ſharpen their Appetite I told thew, that 
ſo Jealous a Conceit I had of them, as m 
walking forth a'nights was for na other en 
than to take them napping withtheir dain- 
ty Doxtes. Under on Rakes and pre- 
tence, I took my Range, and freely con- 
ſorted with thoſe I lovd beſt. I had a 
Friend in a Corner to cool my Choler, and 
cure my Diſtemper. Reer Suppers were 
my Solace : I fuited my youthful Fancy to 
"oval Company ; And Company cauleth 
lomewhat. 


Dilceit, weping), weping, ſpinning; » God hath give 
To women, Ry while that they live. 


To have Deceit in our Waics, Tears i in 
our Eyes, and the Ty Ne in our hands, is 
Y, Nature. By which 

\abti\ 


'f 2n inftink given us 
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{ubtil means, I ever had the better of them, 


Pon. 


ever chawing.ſome good Bit. 


| J would no lenger in the bed abide 

i 93 J felt yis arme ouer my ſide) 

'S ill he _ made his ranſome unto me 

Than N outh J ſuffer "T to Do his 
nos | 


I muſt tell, you, I wasa: coy "Dons: and 
{tood on my Pantofles. I could not brook 
that his dry and feer Arms ſhould embrace 
my Waſt. Had his Body:indeed been'a 
ſtrong as his Breath, I could have lik'd him 


an Earthy ſtrength to: the other. Turn tg 
him I would not under a couple of Capons; 


He mult purchaſe my Love, or fareye 
Froft. 


Ind therefoze entry man this tale 
"Wine whoſo inay, all bene foz to ſe 
ULuth empty honds —— 


l tell 


and gave them the Foyl at their own Wea- | 

Continually was I-murmuring and F 
repining , I was a Chafting Diſh at their Þ 
Board , and. Wormwood: . a their Bed. I F 
caus'd. them bite oth' Bridle, while I was 


I am 


better 3 but, the weakneſs of the one gaye} 


ms Miu ___—_—NT CO TIER 


| 
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i T am nothing nice in the Diſcovery of my 
own Device 5 ;make uſe of it who will. Here 


| 1s the Fair, buy who liſt : they may furnith 
| themſelves for nbthing. Sometimes I would 
| not ſtick to put-on a ſmooth. Brow ; and 
| feign a kindof Fonding, with a ſtrong de: 
| fireof ſewing to accept w Tat 'V was PO 


| ly tendered 'þy im: 


$5.5; 433; e324 5 


| In) make m me hon a faiged appetite. 
a 


Ind yet in Bacon had J.neuer delite.' . 
Yet all thiswas but a ſceraing Appetite: 3 


Sch cotirſe Meat was not for my dainty 


Stomach. All this, and more did I Ee 
mine own cds , Which] had no ſooner ob- 
tan'd;thar?l put 6n mine old Countenatice. 
Little: Quiet: Guild he haye either in'hjs 
Repaſt, or Repoſe , at Bed ,'6r at Botird} 
Yea, loſtrong.was my Spleen ſo'violent,my 
Hate, ashad thePope's Holineſs been pres 
{Frit,. I am, perſuaded I. ſhould have ſhewn 
ſmall Reverence to his Pontifical Preſegcc, 
Out might:-my Paſſion have iſlued; and 
ſhewn her ;Inzpatience. . Neither do 1 FCc- 
member that he:eyer gave me one word .but 
[gave him/ two for't. Yea, ſhould, I now 
pans laſt Will and Teſtament, and dil- 
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« cover tv the world all our Bickerings, and 
unſavoury Parliesz I would take my Rook- 


Oath that I am nought behind with him,but 
have fitted him to thefull.+ And this was 
the dirett way to purchaſe my Peace,other- 
wiſe had we been at Debate for ever. 


Fo2 t loked a$ wode as a lion 
bo Cd dofatle of his concluſion &c. 


Thus could I vye in colours to delude 
his Nature, and fit my Diſpoſition to op- 
poſe his Humor. If he playd the Lamb, 1 


could play the Lion 3 if he the Lion , I the 
Lamb. 


Than would J ſay, gud lefe take kepe 
Pow mekely loketh wilkinour epe 
Cum nere my ſpouſe, — 


What a Racket my pretty Pigfnie keeps? 
Let me kiſs thy nA nip ol my lonh 
Honey-ſuckle. Can you that have preach'd 
ſolong of Job's Patience, retain fo long in 
your heart any Malice? Ye men, as you 
are ſtronger þ nature, ſo ſhould you be 
diſcreeter, and of ſtayeder temper. What 


' man, are you jealous of me that you do 
not only enjoy me 2 What, would you hz 
my 
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+ beſt Commodity to your ſelf? Why, 
take 'It to you,-and much good may it do 
you. I know you for a notable Soaker ; 
you cannot endure a Sharer : Well, go to; 
you ſhall have it to you, and your ſole uſe 
| for ever, For know, my belt Spouſe, if I 
would ſet my Jewel at fale; I could go in 
more ; er and freſh Arrate than I do now : 
but the honeſt Continence of my Deſire 
makes me walk in homelie Attire. Good 
ſooth, you are much to be blam'd ; I have 
no Toy, but for your Tooth. My own 
Breaſt knows beſt whether I love any other; 
For if I did, your quick Eie would ſoon dil- 
cover 1t. | 


Duch maner wozds had we on hond 
Novo I. 5g J ſpeake of my fourth huſ- 


Thus far has our Wife of Bath diſcours'd 
of the Natures, Humors, and Features ot 
her , three firſt Husbands: Wherein ſhe 
hath expreſt to life how harſhlie Youth and 
Age are ſnited 5 with cfpecial Directions 
how the Diſtaſtes of a loathed Bed may be 


allaied; how Youthful Delights may be 
% OE wiſcly 
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wiſely carried 3 and the. waiwardneſs of 
Age better tempered. 


My fourth huſband was a eenkdicur 
This 1s to lay, he hada paramour. 


She 1s now fitted in her kind ; what ſhe 
fcigned to be in her three Hubands before, 
ſhe finds really loy'd by her fourth: Net 
ther will ſhe abate. him a hair, and ſhe gives 
the Reaſon. 


--J was yong and full of ragerie I 
—:i1bbozn and ſtrong, and joly as a Ple. 


R Shewas but inthe Flower of her Youth ; 
albeit, ſhe had diſpatch'd three Husbands 3 
Call of Metal and Agihtie z of a {ſtubborn 
2nd ſtrong Will, for it had never been 

:cn1'd her; of 1 pliant -and nimble Bo- 
'v 3 and this had ſuch found - who 
tad trid her: One as right as my Leg, 
ol ſeemingly , of that wanton Wenches 
1:mor, who could not endure to have this 
ord, Notwitiſtanding, mentioned in her 

1 ::ture, but 1ik'd well of this Clauſe, Pro- 
;- cf alrzares, which 1f he were not, ano- 
-::ir {tould. That her Education or Rreed- 
:ug was gucd, may appear by thoſe ſingu- 


lar 
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ar Qualities which ſhe privately both pro- 
teſled and practiſed. She could dance neats 
ly, and {ing to the Harp ſweetly, ifſhe had 
but liberally taſted of the ſweet ' Grape : 
Which, it appears, ſhe dearly loved, by her 
free Reproof towards one, by whom his 
Wite was not only from drinking Wine re- 
ſtrained, but being taken at it, was of Life 
deprived. 


Metellus, the foule churle the ſtwine 

wor —"uh a (taffe beraft His wife her 

"+" MC". 

Foz Che d2onke wine: though J had be 
His wike &c. 


This 1s meant of that temperate Rowar, 
Atetellzs, who, albeit he fell into this vio- 
lent Extream , upon the hnding of his wite 
diſtempered with Wine (which Vice, by 

7 the Teſtimonie both of Plutarch and 1acro- 
bits, was held among the Rowans to be 
more puniſhable 4n Women, than Aculte- 
ric ) was highly renowned for a Noble and + 
Victorious Souldier, having highly impro- | 
ved his Fame to his Countries ſucceeding 
Honour. But had - this Good-wite of ba 
been. Metelizs his Wife, ſhe vows ſhe woul:i 
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\, have pli'd the Pitcher in ſpite ofall his Va- 
lour: and had a little touch of Yewzs Game 
too, after her Blood were inflam'd with 
the Spirit of Liquor. 


Fo alſo ſeker, as cold engendzeth haile 
_ mouth mult have a lecherous 
atle, 


This her own Experience had taught 
her, which ſhe patcheth up with a ſhread 
of her Philoſophy, to ſtrengthen it the bet- 
ter. Wine, indeed. affords Fewel for Luſt. 
The underſtanding part being darkned and 
drowned, the Senſitive part becomes domi- 
neering, by ſubjecting Reaſon to blind Af- 
techon. She finds poor Defence for her 
Honour , who deprives her ſelf of that 
which ſhould be her beſt Armour. 


v 


But lozde Chriſt , when it remcm- 
bieth me - 9 

Upon my youth, and my jolite 

It tickleth me about che hart rote 


Unto this daie it doth my hart boote &cc. 


It delights her to remember the Pranks 
of her Youth ; and no doubt, it would high- 
ly content her to have a Taſt of a_—_ $ 

| Herb, 
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Herb, and ſo become young again : For 
-her Deſires continue ſtrong, though her 
Strength be weak ; her Thoughts green , = 
though her Hairs be gray. : 


But age alas, that all woll envenime 
Dath me beraft my beaute, and my pith 
Let go farewel, the deuil go therewith, 


A charitable old Trader! Age like a 
Venom, hath crept ypon her,the Beauty and 
Strength of her Youth have left her ; {Both 
which, ſeeing ſhe cannot recover, ſhe free- 
ly bequeaths the Devil that which ſhe can- 
not keep with her. Yet holds ſhe on in 
her old Trade of Folly. | 


The foure is gone, therenis no maze to 
e 

The - (as J beſt can) now mote J 
ei. 


Few or none but they will leave Sin,when ww 
Sin hath left them ; but this merry Goſltp $K 
will ſcarcely leave it, when ſhe 1s now lefr I 
by it. Though the Flower of her Youth be 
loſt, the Bran of her age is left, and that 
muſt now be bolted , or ſhe will never reſt 
£ontented, 

But 
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But yet to beright merry tvoll Jfonde 
Novo fozth to tell of my fourth huſbonde, 


All this which. hath been faid Jaſt, muſt 
ſerve fora Preamble to her fourth Husband; 
of whom her Diſcourſe muſt be but ſhort , 
according ( as may be ſuppoſed ) to the 
length of his Life, and height of her Love. 


J ſaie J had in hart great deſpite 
That he of any other had delite. 


- He was of a wanton Life himſelf, and 
therefore looks. for his Wife in the Oven, 
where himſelt had been. Ill Doers are ever 
il Deemers. None are more ſuſpicious than 
ſuch as are moſt vicious. .A Licentious 
man's Eye 1s 1n every Corner 3 to whom the 
very leaſt Occaſion will miniſter apparent 
ground of Suſpition. | 


But he was quit. by God and ſainct Joce 
J made him of the ſame wwd a troce &c. 


Truth was, he could not for his heart bc 
more jealous of me, than I was of him. Net- 
ther indeed, had he any juſt cauſe to fuſpect 
me of Wantonneſs. Here ſhe excuſeth her- 


ſelf that ſhe never conſorted with any good 
| Fellows 
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Fellows for her own bodily pleaſure, inall 
this Husband's time. Only ſhe invited them 
to good Chear ;z being now turn'd profeſled 
Gollipper : And all this, perchance, . (fo 
perverſe was her Diſpoſition) rather to net- 
tleand ſting her Husband, than any fingu- 
lar Delight ſhe took, either in reſpect of 
her Comrades, or Delicacy of Tooth : as 
may be probably gathered by thoſe Verles 7 
immediately following. | "Kt 


——7J made folke ſuch chere - 11 
That in his own grece J made him frie | | 
Fo anger, and foz veryjelouſie. | 

Out of a Jealouſte, or rather a conſtant 
perſuaſion , that ſhe wag as liberal of her 
Fleſh, as of -her Fare, he fried; himſelf in 
his own Greaſe : he waſted himſelf with an- 
ger: ſeeingboth a weakning of his Fortune , 
and impeaching of his Honour. (as he veri- 
ly tuſpected) cope ſo cloſely one with ano- 


ther. 


By God, in yearth J was. his purgatorie 
Foz which J hope his ſoul be in glozy. 
It ſeems ſhe! was good for ſomething, if 
it were but .ta become her Husband s Pur 
: gatory 5 
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ry 3 more property the Toychſtone of 

is Patience. By this means ſhe thinks he 
had his Purgatory on Earth, and confe- 
quently, without any Rub or Stay in his 
way, he may go directly to Heaven. Af- 
Aikons being Exerciſes, he needed not ſuf- 
fer his Body to ruſt for want of them, having 


| both at Bed and at Board ſuch plenty of 


them. 


Foz G19 it wote, he ſate ful oft «nd ſong 
UWhan that his Goe full bitterly him 


Like a down-right honeſt man, he ſet the 
beſt Face hecould on't, Yet when he feign- 
ed moſt Mirth, he had greateſt cauſe to 
mourn. Every man knew not where his 
ſhoe wrinch'd him. He might laugh till 
his heart ak'd again, yet never a whit near- 
errelief: She had vow'd to be his Execu- 


tioner , purpoſely to become his, Execu- 


tOT. 


Ye died whan J caine fro Dieruſalem 


Ind lieth in grave under the Rode beem, 


This wife, belike, had taken her 
Pilgrimage to Jersſaleme, either voluntarily 
Or 


[109] 


or by Injundtion. No doubt, had ſhe plaied ys 


Pilgrim all her time, her Husband had a 
lighter heart. But now coming home, ſhe 
fmds her Husband drawing near his laft 


home, Whom ſhe ſees no ſooner departed, 


than ſhe takes: courſe to prevent his Revi- 
val, to have him no leſs ſuddenly, than ſo- 
lemnly buried. - Under the Rood-loft (a 
place of eſpecial Reyerence in ſormer times) 
ſhe cauſeth his Grave to be made ; albeit in 
no ſumptuous manner as ancient Heroes 
have beert interred, as ſhe after expreſled; 


All nis his tombe lo curious == 
mer M 
 Ftis but waſtto burie him peecioufly, 


Tobeſtow on him ſo Gorgeous or Sump» 
tuous a Sepulchre, as was that which was 
erected in the honour of Daris, formed by 
the @rious Art of famous Ape/es; or as 
that of Artimiſea in the Memory of her Max- 

ſolus, were but (as ſhe thinks) loſt labour : 
So much coſt would make a' poor Executor, 
and too much impoveriſhthe Survivor. 


Let 


FT [110] 
Let hin farewell, god give his ſoul gw 


47it p vrnereeſ; : 986 
be .ts now in his grave and in his 
1,1: helt. | f 7 Tit) 

-: /He is now laid mEatth, and-his Soul ;:1 
Hope; at reſt '- He had my leave to be gone 
before he went; * Togrieve for that which 
'earmot be remedied isbootleſs. I will ſpare 
thetvto ſhed/atiy-Tears, ſeeing they are no 
leſs' Fooliſh than fruitleſs: And fo Good 

aight to my fourth Husband. [1s 


Now of my ffthHusband woll J tell '. 
$i 5k nevet his.ſoule come in hell. 


& had no ſooner left her fourth Hus- 
band 1n his Grave, thin ſhe makes'ready to 
v6'toChurch fora Fifth. ' And of ſuch an 
one ſhe ſpeeds her ſelf, that it ſeems his Soul 
deſery'd well ofher, whatſoever his Body 
dick Yet is1t to be wondred.at, how ſhe 
thould be ſo charitable -in her. bleſſings to- 
witds him,who was fo ſhrewd in his blows, 
towards her. - But. of this ſhe gives a rea- 
ſon : Truth 1s, he was ſhrewd to me, and 
gave me {tore of rib roaſt , imagining be- 
like thatI was of the nature of the Wallnut 
6 af Tree, 
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Tree, that muſt be cudgelled before it be 
fruitful 3 yet for all this, I cannot but re- 
member him with a great deal of love. 
Though hegave-me-correQtion , he hadlan 
other winninp way to gain hiy/affection.” He 
was of, av able ths altive bedy,, and could 
till me on with ſuch pretty. Toies and Tales 
when he deſired, to have that which I ng 
leſs defired my ſelf,, and he could win me 
with a ſmile, and:with a ſmgoth brow allay 


- 


my ſtorm. -;-, Hoe 4 3s 

Itrow J lovdhim the hetter,fo2 that he 

Was of his love fo daunigerous tome, . 
'A ſtrong. Wonians reaſon. : 1H 


_ Follow women, they will fly you, 
 Flybut Women, they I drawnieh you. 
Tf gou would a Woman nmwve'., 

28eem to love not, when -youtove. 
© - The way then to. win them,” is ſeemingly 
to wean our affeQion fram.them. Profigr'd 
ware, be it never'ſo preclotis, is diſvalued; 
That only is held worth our purchaſe,which 
is with mceneſs-gained : whatſoever is for- 
bid us, is with cager appetite/ purſued by 
us.” To utter our Ware: with danger, will 
improve 


[112] 


improve our commodity molt to our adyan- 
tage and honour. 


Andeo gzeat chepe is hold at to little pzice 
This knoweth every woman that 18 wiſe 


Far fetch'd and dear bought is good for 
Ladies. A vile price makes the commodity 
- noleſs vile. Highly then was this Husb 

affected, becauſe he was dainty and nice in 

his affe&tion. He caus'd her now and then 
to bite oth' bridle, and to faſt, that her 
Stomach might become {ſtronger for the 
next Feaſt. She had now and thena bit and 
a buffet with't. All her dayes were not 
Holy-dayes ; this made her pleaſure (be- 
cauſe rare) more welcom, when it came. 


a pee pe 

no 

De lometume was a Clerk in Drenfozde 

I CIO 
my | ( 

God have her foul, er name was Alifoun 


Here ſhe expreſleth his ſtate, condition, 
and profeflion ; his ſtate or condition , 1t 
may ſeem, was but mean, but his perſon 
promiſing z pure love and no other worldly 
reſpect 
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 refpe&t made her chuſe him. He was a 
Scholar, and unpreferr'd, and conſequent- 
ly not like to be rich. But now had he left 
Schole, with his hopes of ſome poor Fel 
lowſhip, which were but ſmall, ta regard 
of his weak Parts, or that he had vo. Let- 
ters commendatory , from {ome great, or 
powerful Favorite, to. procure it 3 And 
now in ſtead of a Fellowſhip, he intends to 


board himſelf privately with Dame Aly/or ,* 


this Good-wifes Goſfip. Now- whether this 
were the ſelf-ſlame 4h/or , the Carpemter's 
Wie, mentioned tt our Miller's Tale, F will 
not here diſpute 3 Only, with ſubmiſſion 
alwaies to x Pre Judgments, F conceive; 
that by: all probability it ſhould be the vety 
lame Alyſor, but that this Clerk of Oxford 
here mentioned,- was Nzcholas the Altrong- 
mer, who fancied Dame Alſo, 1 cannot 
aſlent ; - for this bears anothe>natne. Be fhe 
what ſhe will be, it appears ſhe was a kind- 
hearted Goflip, and of inward Acquain- 
tance with our Wife of Bath : Being ever 
conſtantly of her Boſom-counfe?, together 
with another Wife, whom ſhe names not, 
and her Neece, in all which, ſhe repoſed 
great Confidence. No Secret could there 
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be, which might either concern her Hus- 
band or her ſelf, but it was imparted to one 
of theſe three. No counſel fo private , no 
paſſage fo ſecret, which was not to theſe 
communicate. 


And ſo Jdid it often God it wote 
whor* 5 his face full ofte redde and 
- 


This Wife of Bath was too full of Chinks 
to be a good Secretary. Her Husband could 
tell her nothing over night,but next day ſhe 
would be Carrier of it abroad: wherein our 
Poet privately glanceth at ſuch as too freely 
uſe to commit their neareſt thoughts to the 
ſecrecy of a Woman : whereof though ſome 
be Seals, others be Steves. 


And ſo befil, that ones in a Lent 
Do oft time J to my Gollip went &c 


Now ſhe comes to relate the ſeaſon and 
occaſion of her firſt Familiar Acquaintance 
with this Clark of Oxford, her jolly Fenkzn: 
This begun in Lent, but ſhe means to make 
it no time of Abſtinence. She and her kind 
Goſlipmuſt take Air, and. in ſuch Moneths 
as afford moltf delight. Yet cannot __ 

fre 
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freſh and fragrant Fields ſufficiently refreſh 

them , unkes they have Jerkin the Scho- 
lar for an Uſher to conduct them. Anda 
good Opportunity had this Good wife, for 
her Husband was at London : With liberty 
therefore might ſhe take her range to Vi- 
gils, Viſitations, Preachings, Pilgrimages 
and.Proceſſions ; to Stage-playes, Puppit- 
plaies and Marriages 3 where ſhe might ſee 
and be ſeen; yea felt,heard and underſtood. 
Her gay Scarlet Petticoat,and Broad-cloath 


Gown need now fear no Moaths ; they are 


too daily worn to be eaten with Worms. 
Her Cloaths make every day their Holiday. 
Till her Husband come home, ſhe means 
not to make her own houſe her home. The 
Field muſt be her Walk, and Jerk her 
Mate. 


Now woll J tell fozth what happed me 
I ſate, that in the icldes toalked we. - 


Now begun ſhe to grow more familiar 
with this dainty Clerk. She 1s now not on- 
ly for walking, but talking with him 3 yea, 
and dalliance too; till in the end, ſhe holds 
him for her | only private Friend, and ſuch 
an one ,, as ſhe-could find in her heart to 
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commend to his Truſt the greateſt Secret 
ſhe has inthe world. 


coake to him, and ſaied how thar he 
It4 were wedowe, Gould wedde me. 


This is plain dealing, and deſerves the 
Scholar's favourable conſtrucion : As if 
ſhe ſhould ſay, Ye Scholars are dangerous 
Youths 3 when ye woo leaſt, ye win moſt; 
when ye ſpeak leaſt, ye prevail moſt. Did 
ye perceive nothing, Sir Jezkzz , when of 
all others, I chus'd you to keep me compa- 
ny; walked and talked with you private- 
ly 3 and made you acquainted with my bo- 
ſom-Secrecy £ Truly, muſt tell you, ſhould 
mine Husband die, as all Fleſh is mortal, I 
am verily perſuaded that I ſhould wiſh with 
all mine heart to enjoy an Armful of you, 
In good footh we women are the verieſt 
Fools in the world : If we love, we cannot 
lain : whereas you menare mighty Diſſem- 
blers, and wilt bring us weak things into 
Fools Paradiſe : when you ſeem tolove us, 
you wil ſooneſt leave us. Well, durſt I 
truſt you, I could tell you ſomewhat would 
make your Ear tingle : But I will not; and 
yetI think I muſt; it will needs out, = 

a 
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half perſuaded you have given me ſome. 
Love-powder, or I ſhonld never fawn not 
fond on you after this manner. Know Sir; 
[ made choice of you for your Perſon, n6 
Preferment nor Poſlefſion; for I hear, you 
have but a poor Scholar's Fortune. Now 
think not that I ſtood umprovided before T 
came to be acquainted with yon. No Sir 3 
I muſt tell you, I need not want for Plea- 
ſure, if I took delight in ſuch Chatffer. I 
ever held her a fooliſh Mouſe that. had bur 
one hole to creep out at. I am neither fo 
old nor miſhapen , but T ſhould find one or 
other to acceptof the motion. 


J bare hiin on hand he had enchaunted 
me 
My dame taught me fo2ſoth that 
ſubtilte. 


A dainty Device! This was Dame Alz- 
ſfor”s ſubtilty. © And that ſhe might all the 
better perſuade him, that ſhe thinks on him 
by day, ſhe tels him how ſhe dreams of him 
by night. Where ſhe relates to him the Cir- 
cumſtances of her terrible Dream : How ſhe 
verily thought in ber {lecp that he came and 
aſſaulted her, purpoling to have ſlain her : 
I 3 and 
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and how ſhe ſtarted, as ſhe lay upright in 
her Bcd, torefiſt his Fury 3 which were the 
leaſt of her thought upon ſo fair an Oppor- 
tunity. Yet interprets ſhe all this in the 
beſt ſence. For that abundance of Blood 
wherewith ſhe thought her ſelf embath'd, 
did {ignite Gold, which he might be ſure 
to enjoy, if ever her Husband ſhould die, 
and her (clf to boot. | ( 


Fo: monemth gold, as J was 
_ taugyt 
And all was fals, J dzemed of him right 
naught. 


All theſe ſuppoſed Dreams were but to 


delnde him, and make him more confident 
of the Love ſhe bare him, A right careful 
Obſerver of whatſoever her ſubtil Tutor 
Dame Alyſoz had inform'd her. One who 
had ſufficient Experience to inſtruct an apt 
Scholar in Rules of Dalliance. 


And now ſir let me ſe; what al J ſain 
J ha, by God J haue my cale again, 
An excellent Rhetorical * Figure here 


uſed by our Poet. , 
| * Endvod\@, 


It 
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It ſeems the remembrance of the proper 
Perſonage of her neat Clark, had like to 
have made her quite forget her Tale. Yet, 
at laſt, ſhe recals to mind the Story wheres 
on ſhe 1s to treat, which Subject, ſometimes, 
ſhe was as apt to forget. 


han that my fourth huſbond wag on 
bere | | 
J wept algate, and made ſozie chere. | 


Or for want rather of natural Tears, ſhe | 
furniſk'd her ſelf of other effectual means : | 
She wrapt an Onion in the one Nook of her 11 
Handkercher, or pump'd for Tears; or i 
drew her Face intoa Purſe, purpoſely to lf! 
teigna kind of forrowing, when her Heart "* 
was full of Joy, in hope to enjoy her 
Jenkin. 


But foz that J was purveied of. a make | 
J wept but ſmall, and that J undertake, 


No doubt, but ſhe had prov'd a better L; 
Mourner, had ſhe been a wotrſer Purvcior: \ 
Like to that Widow, whereof I have heard p 
this Story. That, having buried three Hus- | 
bands, and all thoſe with a very ſmall por- | 
tion or quantity of Tears, ſhe cameat laſt 0 
I 4 to s 


[120] _ 
tb the Grave with her Fourth, for whom 
ſhe wept bitterly 5 Which her Neighbors 
much wondritip at, detanded of her the 
Cauſe why ſhe thould beſo immoderate in 
her Sorrow forthat laſt Huxband, who had 
been of ſo harſh and.rough a Diſpoſition, 
and ſo patient at the Deaths of all the other 
three, Who were of loving and affable Na- 
tures, and had deſerved ſo well at her 
hands > To whom ſhe thade this Anfwer 3 
That ſhe wept not ſo much for that ſhe was 
of her fweet Husband deprived, as that ſhe 
was now deſtitute and unprovided ; where- 
as at the Deaths of her.other Husbands, ſhe 
was ever of another prepared before the 


other was buried. 
Tochutch was my huſband boznon 


mozow : 
CnEryneighboues, that fo hin made 


Ind Jenkin our clerke —— 


* It is to be wondred why ſhte let him lie 
Þ long wnburied ; but it ſeernsthere was 
forme Sotetnimt to be ufed, or ele that his 
Frietxds ard Netgtibors did expettir. Yon 
may inayite now, when) ſhe fees her y_ 
TELE” Py | cart 
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heart Jezk7» amongſt other Mourners, that 
ſhe has made a League with her Eyes, not 
toſhed one Tear ; with .her Heart, not to 
fend forth one Sigh, unteſs it be in jeft, and 
ſo fool the SpeQtators. Neat were his Legs, 
pretty were his Feet: Theſe were her Ob- 
jects in this SpeQacle of Sorrow. This ſeri- 
ous Survey or Perufal of Ferkir's Perſon 
had fo taken up her Eye, as it could fix it 
felf on tro other Obje&t, while he was in 
Preſence. Yea, her Blood began to fpar- 
kle now afreſh in het, ſo as in her owt1con- 
centſhe was twenty years younger than ſhe 
was in the Morning. Though forty Win- 
ters-had already blownupon her z and.con- 
fequently ſome Toketis of Age had ſtatnp'd 
their Tmpreftures in her : She had alwaics a 
Colt's Tooth. Yea, ſhe had divers other 
ſigns of an Invincible Patient, as ſhe Her 


ſelfafter confeſleth. | 
CONNER and that bicame me 
e 


J yadthe paint of dattte Uenus (ele 

IÞ Helpeme ©od, J was a lultie one 

Ind faire, riche, and yong,and well bl- 
gone, | 
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She was ' gap-tooth'd, or wide-ſpaced , 
not like Pirrhx#s, whole Teeth were all one 
Bone, undivided. Though this might ſeem 
ſome Deformity, it became her well, even _ 
as Venus Mole made her more lovely : Right 
Bullion ſhe was, apt for any Impreſſion. Of 

' a lively and luſty Nature; a freſh and love- 
ly Feature 3 rich in Fortune ; young 1n her 
own Opinion; and every way ( as ſhe 
thought ) deſerving Afﬀection. In Senſe, 
ſhe was Venereal; in Heart, Martial ; YVe- 
#5 gave her the Gift to be laſcivious; Mars 
to be couragious 3 Tarrss was her Aſcen- 
dent, Mars therein Predominant ; But had 
Mars been her Husband, her too common 

; Dalliance might well have chang'd Tarrzs 
into Aries, and enjoyn'd him to hold of her 
for Term of Life 7 Capite, 


Alas.alag, that ever love wag ſin. 


She beſtows the deſerving Name of Love 
upon hateful Luſt 3 but theſe are to be re- 
markably diſtinguiſhed, becauſe their Na- 
tures are wholly different, as the Poet ſome- 
times well expreſt them, in his Deſcription 

_ of Love 


Love, 


[123] 


Love, what's thy Name ? A Phrenſie : Whence 
thy Barth © 

From Heaven : How comes it then thou liv ſt 
on Earth £ ON 

T live not there. Tet each uſurps thy Name : 

'Tis true indeed, but hence redounds their 
ſhame, 

© Tlive not there, my Nature's pure and 
cc T7, A | 

« But Luſt lives there , and Love's a Foe ts 
« Luſt. 


This merry Wife of Bath could find in 
her heart, that thjs Wantonneſs of hers , 
which ſhe terms Love, were nu.fin; and 
pity it is, thinks ſhe, that 'tis not fo, ſeeing 
It FrRones ſuch ſweet ſelf-delight to the 
Senſes, 


J followed aie mine inclination 

By vertue of my. conſtellation 

That made me 7 couth not withdzawe 

Wy +a of Uenus froin a gud 
e : 


Herein our Poet covertly taxeth ſuch 
Who attribute ſo much unto natural Provi- 
dence, 


[124] 
dence, as though it were inevitable, and 
thereby ul it as a Refuge or Sanctuary, for 
all their evil Actions. Unto which may be 
objetted the Anſwer of Chriſeppas, writing 
in this manner : Although (faith he ) that 
Nature hath provided all thmgs from the 
Beginning, and that by her Providence all 
things are moved and ſtirred upby a cer- 
tain teceſfary Reaſon and Motion 3 yet 
notwithſtanding our Difpoſitions and Minds 
areno further tubject or in danger thereof, 
than their Propriety and Quality 1s concor- 
dantand agreeable unto the fame.. For, if 
by Nature our Wits be firſt made wholfom 
and good, apt to receive good Notions , 
fair Impreſſions 3 by being after indued 
with Reafoh and Underſtanding, either 
they do utterly put off and avoid all evil In- 
fluences and accidents , or elſe by their 
diſcreet temper, receive and bear them 
more eafily without hurt or dammage. If 
contrariwile, our diſpoſitions be rude and 
groſs, not endued with any kind of Letters 
or good Learning, to affiſt and help them 
withal, with every light Confli& or Affault 
of our Natural Inclination, we run headlong 
into all kind of Errors atid Vice. For we 
| ought 


Se 


[125] 

ought fixſt to know and underſtand, thax 
—_ the Stars, nor any Natural, Lyfu- 
ences do provoke or force us to any 
but only make us apt and prone : And be- 
ing ſo do, as it wefe, allure and 
draw us forward toour Natural Inchaation. 
This might be Yluſtrated by example of the 
Cylinder-Stone;z which by nature apt 
to rol} and tumble , and being calt os 
thrown down into hollow or ſteep 
doth run without ceaſing, not ſo much be- 
caulſe it is. caſt or thrown, as for his own.Na- 
ture or Aptneſs thereunto, and not. having 
any thing in it {elf to withſtand. the lame. 


Pet have J Martes marke upon my 
Ind alſo in another pavie place. 


It ſeems our Vers had been at her Lemw- 
23an Forge 3 ſhe had got ſome Marks of 
her Trade, which ſhe . qr to carr _ 
her to her Grave. She confeſleth, 
ver loved with Diſcretion; for in the po ne 
courſe of her Trade ſhe never made any di- 
{tindion. Her Appetite was equally eager 
to all proper promilang perfons, were they 
ot what Rank or Faſhion ſoever. T he black 


WAS 


| [26] 
was admitted as well as the white, the poor 
as the rich : Her Fort gave way to all Af- 


failants. | 
what thould J ſay 2 but at the moneths 
| en 


This joly clerk Jenken, that was ſo 


Dath wedded me with great ſolempnite 
Ind = him yave J all the londe and 
ee---- 


She had paſt her mourning Month, and 
now comes m her hony Month, where Jer- 
kin 1s become owner both of her ſelf and 
her ſtate. What was given her by Age, ſhe 
as freely beſtows upon Youth. Grants of 
her Lands, Keys of her Cheſts, all her goods 
movable and immovable , *perſonal. and 

real, are at his ſervice , without any evi- 
 Ction, moleſtation, or incumbrance ” Ah 
But no ſooner reſtrains he her of her Range, 
then ſhe repents her of her Gift. Gladly 
would ſhe have him re-convey it to her,but 
though he be a meer Scholar, he isno ſuch 
Goolzlin. Now the Reaſon why ſhe repents 
her of what was conferred by her, was this ; 
He begun not only to reſtrain her, but cha- 
{tile her. Wy 


[127] 


By God he ſmote me ones with his fit 
Foz that J rent out of his boke alefe - 
That of that (troke, my eres wer Defc. 


As if ſhe ſhould thus fay, Who would 
have thought that this ſmooth-chinn'd 
Prmcock, but new-come from Schole , 
ſhould thus begin to ſcourge me, who have 
had the Schooling and Scourging of four 
antient Benchers? AdmitIrenta Leaf out 
of his Book, when the Story did diſcontent 
me, muſt he preſently fall to his Rubber of 
Cuffs, and ſo be reveng'd on me? Well, 
though this quaint Clerk fell aboard fo 
roughly with me ; I think T gave him his 
Pennyworthsz Judge you that hear me. 
Never was Lioneſs more} fierce, nor Jay 
more jangling. Though he labour'd to re- 
ſtrain me, in deſpite of him I took my Li- 
berty. From houſe to houſe went I Goffip- 
ping. . Neither his Oaths nor Anger could. 
wean me from mine humor. 


Foz which full oft time would he p2cache 
Ind me of old Roman jeſtes teache. 


 Heply'd me with LeCtures out of old Ro- 
man Stories for his own purpoſe : Amongſt 
| which, 


[ x28] 
which, he told me, how one Sulpzti#s G al- 
lus utterly forſook his Wife, for — 
her ſelf but once 5 rf at the Door, and 
a view of Paſſengers as they went 
Alſo, how EY Roman (Novellus 
= orquatus; or I miſtake it ) wholly relin- 
quiſh'd his Wife, for making reſort to a 
Summer Game without bis Knowledg. And 
bow Plutarch (whoſe Authority might more 
properly be ed in this Argument) af- 
firmeth that it is a Cuſtom in Egypt, that 
Women ſhould wear no Shoes, becauſe 
they ſhould abide at home. Then would 
he confirm theſe antient Stories with Holy 
Writ, and fhew how Eccleſraſt. gives ex- 
preſs Charge to all Husbands, that they 
ſhould in no wiſe ſuffer thetr Wives to wans 
der or {tray abroad ; knitting up his good- 
ly Precepts and Examples with this ſhrewd 
Proverb 3 


Uhoſo butldeth his hous all of ſalowes 
Ind Many his blind hozs over the fa- 


Ind fee his wife foz to ſeche hal- 
| Peis wozthy to be honged on the gal- 
D = 0. hong heg 


Sallows 


[129] 

Sallows are but mean Timber-wood to 
build on 3 Fallows are uneven grounds for 
a blind Horſe to ride on : And Hallows or 
Pilgrimages dangerous Waies for, young 
Wrvestogoon. The firlt ſhews Improvt- 
Ro the ſecond Raſhnels, the laſt Weak- 
neſs *, 


* Conventicles arc Tick'c p'aces for Holy S ſic:s; Thoſe . 
are Booths for ſuch Ware, as 1 could wiſh all young Bride- 
2#rooms to bewarcof5 St. _—,—_—_—— is 1«ther a SanQuary 


for our Auncs than Saints. A p!ace reported by Borgius 
for a frequent Receipt of Pilgrims : Pomerivs in his Summe- 
nan Annals. 


Sutall foznought, J ſet gat an hawe 
Df his pzoverbes, ne of His oidſawe 


Ne J would not of him cozrected be 
J hate him that my vices tellcth me. 


But all theſ® goodly Precepts and Pro- 
verbs which he delivered in this fort unto 
me, were but as if he had ſown Duſt in the 
Air. I valued them not worth the Bloom 
of a Haw-thorn. For truth was, thoſe who 
either correfted me , or reproved thoſe 
Vices which they ſaw in me, were never at- 
ter Cater-coſins with me ; for ſuch Vacesas 
we love, we defend; nor can we eahily 
forgo them without Diltaſ?. 's 


K Now 


[130] 
Help! woll J ſaie you ſoth by ©; Tho- 
es J rent out of his boke a 
Foz whichhe ſmote me, that Y was 


The Book out of which I tore this Leaf, 
was entitled Yalerizs Max. a Roman Au- 
thor z one who wrote much to our Re- 

roof and Diſhonour. With him-had he | 
Joyned  Theophraſtzs, at whoſe Conceipts, 
he unmeaſurably laughed , while I at his 
Laughter was grievoutly netled. With 
theſe had he bound up St. Jerom's Book 
againſt the Heretick Jovinian, together 
with Tortulanws, Criſippus, Tortula, and He- 
lowis, ſometimes Abbeſs not far from Pars. 
And with theſe ( to enlarge this his Miſcel- 
lane Volume) had he bound together the 
'  Parables of Solomon, Ovid his Art of Lo- 
ving, with ſundry other Tracts or Trea- 
tiſes, diſcourling of ſeveral Subjects. Now, 
would you know how he employed theſe 
Books ? It was his accuſtomed manner every 
night when he had Leiſure, to recreate him- 
felf in theſe Works: More Legends and. 


Lives 


| [131] 
Lives had he of wicked Wives, than ye 
could repeat of good Wives throughout the 
Bible. All theſe had he purpoſely compiled, 
and were by him nightly recounted to make 
me diſcontented. 


Foz tzuſteth well, it is an impoſſible 

'That ony clerke would ſpeake ,0d of 
wibes 

But if it been of holy ſainctes lives--- 

It is not now as it was in Charcer's daies ; 
Preſent times have Clarks , who can ap- 
prove and love this Sex. Such, I ſay, as ha- 
ving proper Liniments to woo with, natu- 
ral Habiliments to win with, Canonical Fa- 
culties of their own to wed with, become 
no Reprovers, but Improvers of fo Honou- 
rable a State. Wherein I hold them wile 3 
Sure I am, they trace the ſteps of the wile : 
For all the Seven wiſe men of Greece were 
married : Albeit; there never wanted in 
any Age ſcornful Inveighers againſt women, 
yea, and Perſecuters of them too in publick 
Theatres; Such were Euripides, Heſroans, 
with many others, who out of ſome bitter 
Experience had of their own unhappy 


Choice , made that Sex, now and then, the 
K 2 Subject 


_ 


[132]. 

Subject of their Invetion. It was a Stoick's 
Saying, No wiſe man was fit for a Woman , 
yet may a Woman be fit for a wiſe man; 
yea, and fit him too a Penniworth for all his 
Wiſdom. But if a Woman would have 
Hearts-eaſe, and world at will, let her 
marry one of our Sedentary-Desk Clarks,or 
Pedantical Fools, 'who know not what the 
world means; for ſo may ſhe have the world 
at will. Now inthe very laſt Verſe men- 
tioned by our Poet, this good wife of Bath 
ſhadows out ſuch jealous Clarks; who, when 
they ſuſpect their Wives affefted to Com- 
. pany, or any way addicted to Liberty,they 
w1ll pull out ſome antient Story or other, 
diſcourſing of the Lives of Saintly or Hol 
Women, to reclaim them from their Gad- 
ding, and reſtrain them in their Freedom 
of living. 


Ne ok none other woman never the mo 
Uho peinteth the Lton, tell me who ? 
By God, if womenhad waitten ſtones 
IS clerkes han, within her o2atozies 8c. 
Theſe Clarks (faith ſhe) are of that con» 
dition as they will neither ſpeak well of 
| Wives nor any other Women. Burt they 
can 


[133] 
canpainta Lion that never ſaw his Feature, 
but by Report 3 This 1s but only as it plea- 
ſeth the Painter. Had women written Sto- 
ries ( as our Thearo, with many moe Mir- 
rors of our Sex conld have done they would. 
have found Colours to diſplay the vicious 
Natures of men, and diſcovered them guil- 
ty of more Enormittes than the Ifſue-Male 


of 44am ſhould ever redreſs. 


The childzen of Mercury and Uenus 
Ben in her wozking full contrarious. 


A Contraricty there 1s in the workings 
of Mercury and Vers. The Objects at which 
they aim their ſeveral Faculties, are wholly 
oppolite, Mercury is for Wildom and Spe- 
culation ; Vers for Riot and Senlual Meet- 
ings. Yea, their Diſpoſitions are likewiſe 
divers; for, Exaltation of the one is the 
Humiliation of the other 5 which (as if this 
good-wife had been well read inan Errq- 
Pater, or ſome other Aſtronomical Author) 
-ſhe eonfirms with this Inſtance : 


K 3 Ind 
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Indthus God wote, Mercury is deſo- 
- .: 1Aſe | : 
n Piſces, where Uenus is eraltate 


nd.Henus falleth where Mercury is 
reiſed 


Tyeretoze no woinan of no clerke is 
pzeiled, 


Mercury and Venws are ever in Oppoſi- 
t10N. 


For true it is, Employment hath no time 
To offer Sacrifice to Venus Shrine, 


_ Elegantly ſhadowedby Lucian, feigning 
C114 5 Encounter with the Muſes : © For 
* he that converſeth with his Mind , by 
©* whole Eye the Body is dire&ted, will not 
*:ntermit his Afﬀairs, to have his Mind 
* with Luſt infefted. Mercary admits him- 


© {elf no time to take a Turn in YVenw 
* Walk. 


The clerke whan ye is old, and may 
nought do ; 
Df - terkes, not worth his old 


Long Study hath brought him to the $cz- 


atica, 


[135] 
atica, He hath ſo inur'd himſelfto the Spe- 
culative Part, as he is wholly out of "uo 
with the Pradtick. The Remainder of his 
dates (faith ſhe) he ſpends like a Cricket, in 
a Chimney-Corner , in deſcanting on the 
Lightneſs of VVomens Natures, wherein he 
ſhews the poornelſs of his own Humor. 


But now to purpoſe, why J told = 
That J was beaten foz a booke parde 

Upon a night Jenkin, that was our ſire 
—_— upon his booke, as he late by the 


Of Eve firlt &c. 


But would you know (quoth ſhe) more 
at large the cauſe of my Beating ? I will 
now return to my Purpole, and fully relate 
to you the Occitan Sir © Jenkin ( as he ac- 
cultomably uſed) having 15a his Heel on 
the Ratting Crook , to paſs the Winter- 
night away, or rather, as I exppunded it, 
to diſquiet me, took a Book in his Hand, 
. (a various Volume of Numerous Authors) 
wherein he read of Eve firſt , how ſhe by 
conſenting to the Serpent, brought all Man- 
kind' to the Brink of Perdition. Which 


mortal Sore requir'd a Soveraign Salve, 
K 4 even 
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even the Blood of the Lamb, which regain- 
ed Man; before loſt, and reſtored our Blood, 
before corrupted. 


xo hereerptefſe of women may ye find | 
ay” _—_— was the loſle of all man- 
ind. 


Jenkin applies the Text he had read; but 
few or none of all his She-Audience will 
vouchſafe to make Utle of his Application. 
But to the end he may work ſtronger upon 
his Wives Phantafie, he brings ena freſh 
Army of Examples in this kind, What did 
treacherous Dalilah to her Sampſon, when 
hy diſcovery of his Counſel], ſhe robb'd him 
of his Hairs, wherein lay all his Strength 3 
and after, of his Eyes, which gave him all 
his Light > What did Dezarira to her Her- 
cules, when with Neſs poyſoned Shirt, ſhe 
ſet him all a fire?  VVhat did Zartippe to 
Soctates, when ſhe crown'd him with a 
Chamber-pot ?. which ſhameleſs Abuſe of 
hers, when ſach as were his Friends,wiſhed 
him to revenge, he waſhed off his Diſgrace 
with this Patient Anfwer : 


is 


[137] ; 'l 


It never yet was deent'd a Wonder 
To think that Rain ſhould follow Thunder, 


She thundred ſo much before with her 
Tongue, as he could expect no leſs than 
Rain. What did Paſiphae Wife to 1inos of 
Crete, whoſe Brutiſh Luſt, and Monſtrous 
Birth, have made her infamous to all ſuc- 
ceeding times > What did Clytexrmeſtra to 
her Agamezmon 2 What Diſhonour did 
ſheto her Noble Parents Tindarx and Leda, 
when ſhe not only expos'd her ſelf to #g- 
ſis Luſt, but depriv'd her Princely Huſ- 
band of Life ? What did Eriphyle Wife 
of Amphiaraus, when for aGold-Chain, ſhe 
diſloyally betrayed her Husband Polmices, 
when he had hidden himſelf , becauſe he 
would not go to the Wars of Thebes £ What 
Diſpatch made Livia of her Husband, be- 
cauſe ſhe lov'd him too little > What Diſ- 
patch made Lxcilia of hers, becaule ſhe lo- 
ved him too much? What Anſwer recet- 
ved Latumerys of Arriys (a Philoſopher in 
Alexandria, in Auguſtus time ) when he 
made his forrowtul Complaint unto him, 
how that he had a Tree in his Garden of 
ſuch a ſtrange Nature, as all his three wives, 
| ge. through 
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through meer deſpight, had hang'd them- 
ſelves onit 2 O (quoth ſurly Arrizs) do 
, me the Courteſie, Dear Brother, to give 
- mea Plant of that Bleſſed Tree, that it may 
grow and proſper in my Garden: For ne- 
ver did any yet plant it, that might make 
better uſe of it. What Wives in theſe later 
times do we now read of, whonot onl 

conſented to ſee their Husbands mnndkted” 
but in the very Preſence of thoſe diſlaugh- 
tered Corps ſuffered themſelves to be deti- 


led ?. Some have driven Nails through 


their Brains ; Others have depriv'd them 
of Lite by poyſonous Potions : ' As might be 
inſtanced in the Tragick Examples of Dru- 
fella, Fauſtina, Corombona, Meſſalina, and 
many others. All which Stories Sir Jerk 
would read -ſo diſtinftly, paſſionately, and 
devoutly, as if they were his Evening Orit- 
ZONs. | 


Ind therewtthall he knew mo pzoverbes 
Than in this wozld there groweth grafle 
92 herbes. | 


He was a moſt proper Proverbial Jez{zr, 
/ and could twit his teſty Wife with {tore of 


 fach Proverbs as theſe, which he _ at 
| 1s 
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his Finger end. © It is better to live with 
« Lions and Dragons," than in houſe with 
* an angry woman. Better to abide on the 
* Roof ever ſmoking, than below with a 
*Wite ever chiding. Yea, ſo perverſe, 
* (ſaid he)are they in Will, ſo contrary in 
*Work, that they ever hate what their 
* Husbands love, like what they loath. 
_ © They caſt away Shame, when they caſt 
© off their Smock. And for their Modeſty, 
* this is my Opinion, To ſee Beauty accom- 
* panied by Chaſtity,were like a Gold Ring 
* ina Swine's Snout. 


Who coud wene, 0z who coud ſuppoſe 
The wo, that in mins hart was and pine 
Ind whanJ ſaw he wouldnever fine 

To reden on this curſed booke all night 
All ſodainly thze leues haue J plight 
Out of His booke — 


How much this Good-wife was netled 
with his Nightly Lectures, ſhe can hardly 
expreſs her ſelf, much leſs her Interpreter. 
Howtoever, one may eafily collect by thoſe 
furions Sparks of her Paſtion which Hue 
forth, that there is a dangerous Fire with- 


in. For firſt, ſhe takes a poor Revenge = 
is 
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his Book, and tears it; Then ſhe collars 
with him, and with a ſound blow oth' Ear, 
throws him down backward into the Fire. 
Which he, never till now inflam'd with 
ſuch ynmanly Fury, requites with ſuch a 
ſtroke on her Head, as ſenſeleſs ſhe fals on 
the Floor. Die ſhe will needs, there's no 
Remedy 3 and the rather, as may be ima- 
gined, to make him guilty of her Death; and 
ſo raiſe him to the Ladder of his S»ſperded 
Advancement. But coming now at laſt 
to her ſelf (forlong. had ſhe been by her 
ſelf) jin this ſort ſhe re-aſlazes to courle 
him , before ſhe leave him. 


Dh, haſt thou lain me falſe thefe J ſated 
Foz my lond thus halt thou murdzed me ? 
Er J be dedde, yet woll J ones kiſle the, 


\ Though ſhe approach near the Gates of 
Death, ſhe can open the Gate of her Teeth, 
and make the Poet's Obſervation true , 


Wheel of a Womans Tongue is like a River, 
- Set it once going. it will go for ever, 


Well; It ſeems, before her Departure, 


ſhe means to give him a ſtrange Encounter. ' 


Sirrah Thief, . do you hear! Youthat firſt 
enchanted 


(141) 
enchanted me, 'and ſo raviſh'd my Love 
from me 3 you that have ſeiz'd of what was 
due to me: Nay, you Blood-hound, you 
that for my Land have thus murdered me, 
draw near me, let me kiſs thee, and ſo good 
night to all the world. It ſhall not be ſaid, 
but I die in Charity ; So, cloſe up mine Eyes, 
I ſhall die preſently. This dying Salute 
could not chuſe but drive poor Jerkzn into 
ſundry Extreams, For, thought he, ſhould 
ſhe die in ſpite after this manner, I ſhould 
make a fair End, but a worſe Face in an Hal- 
ter. * Gladly 'would he (if ſhe were not 
paſt hope) recover her ; Down on his knees 
he goes, and kifles her; rubs and chates 
her ; though ſhe needed ſmall Chating, be- 
Ing as hot at Stomach, as any Pepper. In 


the end, he reſolves to falute her, and it 


her Stomach be come down, to reconcile 
himſelf to her 3 but ſtill he fears , ſhe is ei- 
ther nearly dead, or wholly deaf to ſuch 
an Humor. 


8nd 
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And nere he came,and kneled faire a- 
un- 

Ind ſated, dere ſuſter,ſwete Yliſoun 

Is wo me God J ſhall the neuer 


That J haue doen it is thy ſelf to wite 
Fozyeve it me, and that J the beſeke 
Ind yet eftlones FJ hit him onthe cheke-- 
A right fair and proper Acknowledg- 
ment of his Offence 3 If ſhe will but forgive 
him this raſh and unadvisd Aſſault, may he 
never defire any Favour, nor deſerve any 
Love from her, nor in his greateſt need re- 
ecive any Succour, if ever he attempt any 
ſuch preſumptuous part thereafter. And yet 
alas (faith he) it was your Fault that we 
fell into this Debate : Had you rul'd your 
Tongue, I had held mine Hand ; yet for- 
give 1t me, dear Siſter, ſweet Alyſon, and I 
promiſe you, upon Jenkir's Honeſty, that 
your Tongue {hall never force me to like 
Fury. While poor Jezkzr is thus labouring 
in all humble manner to cempole his own 
Peace, the dead Coarle revives, and fetch- 
eth him ſuch an overthwart Blow, as his 


Head rings again. Which ( good man ) 


ſounds 
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ſounds better in his Ear, than ever any of 
her fweet Kiſtes reliſhed his Lip 3 For , 
thought he, if ſhe have ſuch lightneſs in her 
Fingers, the ' cannot but have fome Livelt- 
neſs at her Heart. 


And ſaied : thefe, thus moch am A be 
Now woll J die, J may no lenger ſpeke . 


Like the humorous Lady in the Comedy, 
[heis every foot dying , to make htm the 
more deſpairing, Though ſhe had already 
wreaked her ſelf of him ſufficiently, yet will 
ſhe die with this Revenge, in ſpite of all his 
Remorſe. And to confirm, that ſhe 1s near 
Death, ſhe concludes, I may no longer 
* ſpeak: A dangerous Sign that ſhe js paſt 
all hope of Recovery. For when a woman is 
laid ſpeechleſs, the Bell may well ring out. 
But fee what a bright Beam darted forth of 
this black Cloud ! 
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---It laſt, with mikell care and wo 
U2e fell accozded withinour ſeluen two. 
De ya me all the bzidell in mine hond 
To haue the gouernaunce of hous & lond 
And of his tongue and of his hond alſo 


Ind made hem bzenne his book anon tho, 


The world is well amended with Dame 
Alyſon 5 She was even now for giving up 
the Ghoſt ; but holding it far better, upon 
ſome reaſonable tearms.to live than die, ſhe 
1s content to take heart of Greaſe, and live 
a while longer ; Provided, ſhe may have 
the Bridle in her .own hand, the Govern- 
ment of his Eſtate, the Command of his 


Tongue and hand ; and laſtly , that fhe 


may burn this Apocryphal Book , which 
bred all this Variance and Debate: To all 
which he accords, and ſo the Peace ts made. 
A very, beneficial Peace for Jenkzn, albeit 
upon hard Tearms : For by this means, -be- 
came all Occaſions of future Difference pre- 
vented , a ſhrewd Dame to a peaceable 
Wife changed. And to HER no leſs uſctul, 
being for term of life, of all his Eſtate with- 
out any Compartner, abſolutcly ſeized.Ne- 


yer from that time did any Wite from Der- 
mark 


[1989] - 
mark to India (to take her. own Compaſs) 
live with Husband in more Unity, nor bs 
truer Arguments of Conſtancy, than ſhe did 
to her Jenkir, , and all this without Hy- 
pocrilie. 
----Fnd ſo was he tome 
pzay to God, that ſitte inLPaieſtie 
bliſſe his ſoule, fo2 his m*rch dere .. 
Now woll J ſay my tale if ye woll yere, 
' One True-Love Knot betwixt them both* 
So faithful was his Love to her till the End, 
as ſhe cannot chuſe but remember his Soul 
in her Prayers after his End. After which 
Orizon, ſhe makes ready to tell ker Tale. 


TheFrere lough whan he had heard all 


Now dame /qd he) ſo haue J joy 02 blig 
This is a long pzeamble of a tale, 

The Frier, amongſt others of her atten- 
tive Audience, ſtarts up, and jeers this good 
Wife of Bath, for making fo long a Pream- 
bleto her Tale, which, for onght that he 
knew, might prove as ſhort ; and fo re- 
ſemble the Min47a Building, who, for ma- 
king large Gates to a little City, were ſcorn- 

L fully 
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Fully adviſed by: that Cynick Diogenes, to 
be very circumſpect and wary leſt.their Ct 
ty ſhould run out at their Gares. Ft on 


And whan the Soinpner herd the. krere 


. gale 

Lo (qd this Dompmr). by.Soddep arms 
2352501 

A Frere wo;:l eritermete him enerino Þ 

Xogwd inen, a Flie andekea Frere *: 

/Woll fall in-euery dith andeke matere. 


 Indefence of her, and oppoſition to the 
Frier, up ſtands the Sumner 5 who reproves 
the Frier for i interrupting this Good-wife 
in her Tale; as:if he ſhould fay ,. Marty 
Duck Sir Friexr, Muſt you be. ever inter- 
medling in others Afar? You will have 
an Oar, I ſee, in every one 's Boat: and 
make that old Proverb goo at Ply and. t 
Frier will fall in every =Ire s Pfh innd-Moar- 
ter. Whathave you, Sir Frier, to do with 
her Preambulations > Whether ſhe amble 
or trot it concems you Hothing.. You hin- 
der our __ Sit down, ing give; her. 
ways | 


m ** 


Ve 
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Pe uw_ thou lo ſir Dompner (qd the 
cre) 
Now by 1ny fay J Gall, o2 er J go - 
. Tell of a Dompner ſuch a tale 02 two 
The op the folke hall laugh in this 
place, 


What, Sir Sumner, are you fo malapert 2? 
Muſt you , control a Frier? 'Wcll! For 
your grave Reproof,l ſhall, before we part, 
tell a Tale or two of. a Sumner, that will 
give Occafion enough of Laughter. 


Now els Frere Jbefh2ew thy fare * 
(Nuod this Doinpner) and -J beſhzew 
me FRIES 


But if Jtell tales twoozthe 
Df Freres ——- 


The Sumner will not abate the Frier an 
Ace. He has a Tale or tio to beſtow on 
the Frier, and to fit him with his own 
Cool, before they come to Syttingborrn, to- 
wards which they were journcying. He ſees 
his Patience already netled, and he hopes, 
when it comes to his Turn to tell his Tale, 
the Frier will not find himſelf much re- 


freſhed. 
L-2 Our 
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Dur yolt cried peace —— 


Like a peaceable Moderator , our Hoſt, 
who was the very firſt Mover and Contri- 
ver of this Task, cries Peace. Let the wo- 
man go on (quoth he) with her Tale ; How 
isIit, that you fare as if you were drunk ? 
You trouble us ; Revenge your Diſtaſts on 
one another in your Tales, when your time 
comes 3 If you prepare, we ſhall hear. Then 
turning himſelf to this Wife of Bath, he per- 
ſuades her to go on, in theſe words; 


moe Wye. tell foath your tale, and that 

Fll redy ſir (qd the) right as you leſt 

If I hane licence of this wozthy Frere 
eg _— tell fozth your tale, J woll it 
ere, 


Go to Dame, let not their jarring trouble 
you. Ycu know what you have to do; I 
hold it beſt, that you go on with your Tale. 
I am ready ( faith ſhe ) to obey your will, 
provided that I may have this worthy Fri- 
er's Leave, whoſe Patience I have lo far a- 
busd with my long Preface z which, al- 
though it ſolace not him, it gave me that 
Delight, 

\ 
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Delight, as I could have travell'd farther 
in this Diſcourſe, and never been tired. At 
laſt, with the Frier's Permiſſion, and Pro- 
miſc of Attention, ſhe goes on with her 


Tale, in this ſort. 


| 


— —— ee — — _ 
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A Comment upon the W ife of 
Bathes Tale. 


pn 2 the old dates of king Ar- 
a? tour 
' Wb oy, (Df which the Bzetons 

- ſpeken great honour —— 


Prince Arthyr, the Son of 
Uther, born in Cornwal, was Crowned 
King of Britain in the Year 516. He was a 
Prince, for Spirit no leſs Couragious, than 
in all his Attempts Victorious. His Cou- 
rage proclaimed him a man, and his good 
Fortune an happy man. He fought twelve 


ſeveral Battels againſt the Saxay , and al- 
L 3 Walcs 
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waies.rcturned Conqueror. And having 
now to' his ſucceeding memory reduced his 
Countrey to 'quietneſs , and planted the 
Peacctul Olive in his Confines; to expreſs 
his true Love to Chivalry, and memorize 
ſuch who were not only Atlociates, but Af- 
ſiftants in his Victory; He conſtituted the 
Order ot the Round Table, in which Or- 
der, he only retained ſuch of his Nobility , 
as were moſt Renowned for Vertue and 
Chivalry. This Round Table he kept in 


divers places, cfpecially at Carlion, Win- 


cheſter, and Camaiet in Somerſetſhire. In me- 


mory of which Foundation, by the Teſtt- 
mony of Ley/and, there is yet to be ſeen in 
Denbighſhire, in the Pariſh of Llanſavar, mn 
the lide ofa Stony Hill, a phce artificially 
composd, wherem be four and twenty 
Seats for mcn to fit in, ſome leſs, and ſome 
bigger, according to their ſeveral Statures; 
cut out of the main Rock by man's Hand 3 
whcre young people coming to ſeek their 
Cairel, ule to fit, play, and repoſe : .They 
commonly call it Arthxr's Round Table. To 
mitt on thoſe Fabulous Relations which 
tormer times have broached tonching this 
Prince, I will not, but refer them , oy 

taKeE 
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take delight m the Report of ſuch Wonders, 
to-our Old Wives Legends. Let it ſuffice 
them, that inthis King's daies ( if they wilt 
take the word of a good Old Wite of 
Bath ) > 


Ill was this lond fulfilled of fairy 
The Elfe quene, with her joly com- 
pany &c. 
King Oberon, Queen Mab, Prince Cricket, 
and his Paramour Pig-I/7dgeon , with all 
their fair Company, uſed to repair hither, 
and dance a Cinque-pace upon the Meads , 
(if they had ſo much Art among them.) Yea, 
* by ufualreforting and conlorting together, 
they became ſo familiar with our Milk- 
maids on the Downs, as they would not 
only ſport with them, but woo them and 
win them 3 whence the Poct : 


Pug wooed Jug, a wily Cub, 

To drink with him a Sillibub, 

Which drunk , they ſo familter grew, 

As Jug became one of the Crew. 

But this { faith our Wife of Bat> ) was 
many hundred Years ago. King 0beroz's 


Race 1s quite extinct and gone, or elfe con- 
4 ftin'd 
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fin'd to ſome other remote Hland, where 
they reſide, And ſhe gives a Reaſon of 
$ 


For there as wont to walk was an Elfe 
vo walketh now the limitour him- 


* Limitors and holy Friers ſupply the 
Place of Fairies. Their Orizons, Anthems 
and Prayers have conjur'd down all Fay- 
ries. Before times, young Wenches durſt 
not ſafely go by themſelyes : Every Buſh 
had his Hob-thruſh, but the world 1s well 
amended. EE 


* 4 Proprias Limites Teriis nponendo, er removent ibus Ana- - 
themata dWfiunciando ditti, ut vereſamile eſt, 


UWotnen may go ſafely vp and doun 
_ Jn euery buſh, and vnder euery tre 
here nts no other incubus but he. 


Safe and ſecure may now our Maids be. 
No Tzcubzs, Goblin, or Night-mare ſhroud 
themſelves inthe Buſhy Thickets to ſurprize 
them, or with a cold Sweat in the Night- 
times to oppreſs them : The devout Frier 
hath fard them. There 15no other a 
EP WES: -: ut 


+»; | 
but he. Nether necd they fear any Diſho- 


nourz for nothing but holy Honeſty attends 
the Frier, 


Ind ſo fell it, that this king Artou 
Dad in his hauſen $2 ron ; 


Amongſt others of his Princely Retinue, 
for whom only this brave Victorious Prince 
reſerved his Roxnd Table, one Luſty Youth 
there was in his Court, who giving Reins 
to his Defire, encountred a young amorous 
Maid, and raviſh'd her ;- The Report of 
this Rape within few daies came to King 
Arthur's Ear, who, to expiate the Guilt of 
fo foul a Crime, and free his Royal Court 
of all Diſhonour, denounced upon this wan- 
ton Courticr due Cenfure: Which Cen- 
ſure (as may be probably conceived) was 
grounded upon the Statute then, as now in 
Force 3 That he who committed any Rape 
ſhould ſuffer Death. Albeit, inthoſe dates, 
an eſpecial kind of Death was inflicted on 
the Raviſher, and that was, he ſhould loſe 
his Head ; to counterpoize this Offence, 
in depriving another of her Maiden-head. 


But 
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But that the Quene, andother ladies 
mo 

Solong p2ayden the king of grace 

Till he his life graunted in that place 

Jnd yaue him'fothe quene —— | 


As it hath been ever accounted the higl- 
efb Honour for Knights to afford fuccour 
and rclef to diftretſed Ladies, fo hath it 
been the cuftom of Noble and. Afﬀable La- 
dies to commilſerate the Miſs-fortunes or 


| Overtures of dejected Knights. Such Fa- | 


vour found this young Gentleman at the 
Hands of his Queen and her Ladies : who, 
no ſooner heard of this Judgment of Death 
pronounced upon him, than with Prayers 
and Tears (prevalent Suitors toa compaſi1- 
onate Prince) they labour'd to reverle that 
Sentence, and afford fome comfort to his 
approaching Ruine. As they pray 'd, fo 
they prevail 'd ; The King (a Mirror in his 
time, both for Juſtice and Mercy ) = 
this Knight's Life to his Queen, to difpoſe 
of, as fhall beſt like her. Nor need he fear 
ought elſe than a gracious Uſage at her 
Hands, from whoſe Sollicitancy he had re- 
ceived his Reprieve, if not Reverſal of 


Judgment. The 
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The quene thanketh the knig with all her 


, migh 
| Ind after this, thus ſpake the to the 
knight 6c. 

The Queen, after due thanks rendered 
unto the King, for ſpeeding fo well in her 
Suit, takes Opportunity to tatk with this 
Knight ; and tels him how, .indeed, by her 
means, ſhe had procur'd his Reprieve for a 
time; but yet he was not to hold himſelf 
fafe nor ſ=cure from danger. His Life was 
given her, and ſhe would beſtow it on hum, 
provided that he performed what ſhe pro. 
pounded, and afloiled what ſhe demanded 


I graunt the thy life, if that thou cant 
tell me 


w_ thing ts it, that woinen mol de- 

iren 

Beware, and kepe thy necke bone from 
the iren. | 


A neceſiary Caution for this condemned 
Gentleman. As if ſhe ſhould ſay, Go to Sir, 
your Fact was hainous, for which you have 
here your Sentence. The Sentence of Death, 
you know, to be already pronounced ; to 

attemper 
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attemper the ſharpneſs of which Cenſure, I 
have interceded for you 3 and fo far pre- 
vailed, as it 15 now in my hands whether 
you live or die. Nor is my Breſt fo ſteeled, 
as altogether inſenſible of Compaſſion. Yet 
muſt ſuch a Crime 2s you have committed, 
ſuſtain the difficulty of ſome Task before it 
be remitted. This Queſtion then you muſt 
reſolve me, | if ever you mean to expect any 
Favour from me. It concerns our Sex, as 
from our Sex you are to acknowledg the 
Benefit of your Life. 


And if thou cant not tell it me anon 

Pet woll J yeue the leue fox to gon 

F, | _ month and a day, to ſeke and 
e | 

In anſwere ſufficient in this matere. 


* If the Queſtion ſeem too intricate, I will 

give you a twelve-moneths time to conſider 
of it ; yet with Sureties for your Return at 
the Years end. Go to, this is all the Favour 
I will ſhew you. 


Uo was the knight, and ſozotofully He 
fiketh, 


Mightily perplexed was this diſtreſſed 
Knight; 
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Knight ; but ſeeing there is no Remedy,but 
he. muſt either alli this Queſtion, or de- 
ſpair of Safety ; he i prepares himſelf for his 

ourney. Wherein, you may ſuppoſe, 
what Coaſts he frequents, with what peo- 
ple of all Qyalities and Conditions he con- 
1orts 3 heleaves no place unſought, where 
he conceives the leaſt hope that this Quelſtt- 
on may be aſloil'd. 


But he ne couth artuen in no coſt 
Uhere as$ he might find in this matere 
Two creatures accozding ytere. 


As many Men fo many Minds. A whole 
College of Phyficians had not more diffe- 
rent Opinions ; Nor all the antient Philoſo- 
phers more diſcrepant Tenets corey 
Felicity. Some faid it was Riches that di 
moſt delight them. Others thought Honours 
did moſt content them. Others held that 
Gorgeous Attire did highlieſt take them. 
Some ſaid Mirth,others faid Delight in Bed, 
others to be Widows oft. Some, and thoſe 
of the ſelf-ſame Sex (for who knows better 
their hearts than themſelves) taking com- 
paſſion of this poor perplexed Knight, and 
deſirous to fatisfie him in what they could, 

| unri- 
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unriveted the very Secrets of their own 
Breſts, and-told him plainly what of all 
things in the world they for their parts 
moſt deſired , 'and what of all others 
moſtcontented them. For my part, ſaid 
one, there is nought that delights me more, 
than to have Hearts-caſe, to «be cheared, 
cheriſhed, flattered and pleas'd ; ever to 
have my Words ſeconded, my Arguments 
maintained, and in all my Buſineſs to have 
my ſelf duly attended. Another of the fame 
Sex, and forher Opinion, by all likelthood 
of the ſame Sect, ftarts wp, and affirms ; 
That for her part, ſhe loy'd nothing better, 
than to be free and at her own Diſpole ; to 
be countermandetd by none, -to do what ſhe 
liſt ; not to be reproved for any Vice that 
ſhe loved; [to be efteemed wile 3 more 
free than nice; more buxom than pre- 
cile. | r $300 


Foz trewly there nis none-of ug all _ _ 
Jf any wight woll clawe vg on the gall 
That we nill kike ——- | 

Here this Good-wife of Bath puts in her 
Vye, and confirms their Opinion, who held 
that nothing delighted a Woman more than 


to 


\ 
| 


py" Y I \ — = a .T RrTO 0 a 


—— >> —_ ———— 


_ [159] 
to be ſoothed, ſeconded, and humored. For 
whoſoever (* faiththe )) we: to claw us on 
the'Gall, ' oxnettle us, they ifha{l find us to 
have Stomachs. We cannot endure to be 
controlled ; give us the Swinge , or they 
that oppole.us, are ſure to be winged, A- 
gain, If we be ſubject to any Vice, we 
cannot brook that any other's Eye ſhould 
prie into our Boſloms. When we are light- 
eſt, we dclire to be held demureſt ; when 
molt Vitious; to be xeputed rmoft Vertuous. 
They are lov'd moſt by us, who defend our 
Vicesz They offend' us moſt,” who ſtile nor 
our Vices Vertues. OO TE Oui 


Ind ſome men ſain, that grete delite. 


— Haue- we. _ CE TSTAL £ 
Foz to ben holde ſtable and eke ſecre 
Ad in one purpoſe ſtedfaſtly to divell 
' Andnot bewzay thing that men vs tell. . 


Here ſhe proceeds in. the Delivery 'of 
their ſeveral: Opimons 3 when the ſhews , 
how 'ſome held it their higheft Delight to 
be eſteemed conſtant 'in their Courſes, ſe- 
cret in their Counſels; to hold theirfirſt 
purpoſe immutably, and to conceal whatſo- 
ever was 'recommended to their Secrecy. 

But 
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But how lightly ( faith ſhe ) we of our Sex 
ſet by keeping of Counſel, that Fable of 
* Midas, repotted by 0vid,; will ſufficiently 
diſcover. 

* Bacchus Bounty ſo freely beſtowed, waz not ſo diſcreetly 
employed by Midas, as Neptune's Gifts were by Theſeus: 
This brought Midas to the Brink of Miſery : Tholc wroughr 
Theſexs ſaſe Delivery. | 


. 


Sad. po eg xg Arveeg heres 
Growing on his heed, two aſſes ears. 


 Mida, quaſi windy 4d\ov, becauſe his Eies 
were blinded or filmed with Covetouſneſs. 
He was King of Phrygia,and one of the rich- 
eſt that ever reign'd. The Poets feign, that 
after he had reſtored Silerws unto Bacchus, 
to gratifie his Courteſie, Bacchws promiſed 
him what Gift ſoever he ſhould demand ; 
Upecn which Offer, he delired that what- 
ſoever he touched , might be into Gold 
turned. By which means, the very Meat 
which was provided for his Repaſt, became 
Gold; ſo as, though he ſurfetted m Gold, 


he famiſh'd for Food. Well then Ms 
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he an Aſſes Ears for his Labour, who could 
not ſatisfie his Deſires without ſtarving Na- 
ture. Now to cover this Defurmity ( as 
may be ſuppoſed) he wore purpoſely long 
Hair, fo as none knew of it, fave only his 
Wite, whom he eſpecially truſted, and to 
whoſe Secrecy thoſe long Ears of his were 
only diſcloſed. She , who had ſolemnly 
vow d never to diſcloſe what he had recom- 
mended to her Truſt ; both to keep her 
Oath, and yet diſgorge her Stomach of that 
Secret, which lay ſo fretting and frying on 
her,as ſhe muſt needs be delivered of it; re- 
ſolved one day to go downto a Mariſh near 
ad joyning , 7A remote from the ſight or 
ſearch of man ; where, juſt like as a Bittern 
puts his Beak in a Reed, and tlirough the 
hollowneſs of the Cane makes a ſhtill and 
ſharp ſound, ſo lay 341495 Wite with her 
Mouth to the Water, uling theſe Words 3 
Doſt thou hear, thou AMariſh * my Hasband 
has a pair of Aſſe's Ears ; This is a Secret, 
none but my ſelf knows of it 5 I would not for 
a world impart it. So, now my Heart is caf- 
ed + My Lace would have broke, if Thad not 


aiſclos'd it, 
M Tye 
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The remnaunt of the tale, if ye will here 
Redeth Duide, and there ye may it lere, 


| This Story you may read in the Eleventh 
Book of his 11ctamorphoſts, where the Rea- 
fon of this Transformation 1s lively expref- 
ſed. 


| CHEWIY, of which my tale is ſpect- 
auy 


4 —_— that he ſawe, he might not come 
reby | 
_ - Thisis to ſay, what women touen mol 
UUWithin his herte ſozovwful was hyis 
golte, &<, 


Many Coaſts and Countries had this di- 
ſtreſled Knight ſcarch'd, ſundry Folkes 
Judgments and Opinions had he ſought, yet 
15 he no nearer, than when he began. Diffe- 
rent were their Conceits, according to the 
Difference of therr Minds. Nothing was 
definitely concluded, becauſe their Judg- 
ments were ſo diverſly diſtracted. On draws 
thetime, in which his Summons -cals him 
home; which, rather than he will not keep, 
inregard of thyſe dear Friends Words en- 


gaged for him, he reſolves to ſuffer a thou- 
ſand 


[x63] 
ſand Deaths. . Thus perplexed , wanders 
this Pilgrim. Knight, hopeleſs of any Re- 
ſolve for his Queſtion , and conſequently 
out of all hope tg procure his Pardon. 


Bu hae he goth - might yot loiourne 
The dap ag cane, hemul here 
AIndin his way it hapned him to ride 
2 al js fad tide 

pr heſ; 


heſaw upou a daunce go 
3 (oure and twenty, and yet 
mo &c. 

Amidl(t theſe diſtracted Cares of his, ashe 
travels homeward (tor approached was the 
time of his Return, with. a general Expe- 
ance of his Reſolve) as he caſts his trou- 


bled Eye afide, he ſees 2 Company of Gale: 


ty and dehicate Ladies, Sylvanes or Wo 

Nymphs all, leading a: pleaſant Dance near 
totheForreft fide Towards them he ad- 
drefleth his Courſe, in -hope to receiyefome 
Comfort from them, But to increaſe his 
Anguiſh, no ſooner draws he near them, 
than they vanith, = 
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No creature ſaw he that bare life 
my the grene, ye ſaw fitting an old 
ife 
J fouler wight there may no man deuiſe. 


Beauty was gohe, and Deformity left. 
All thoſe amiable Ladtes were quite vaniſh- 
ed; and none remaining but an old Hag, 
whoſe ſight begot in him more Loathing 
than Loving. Thoſe, whom former times 
have painted out for the moſt ugly, and 
worlt-fayoured Creatures that ever breath- 
ed; even Nays, Cataſtes, Theſtylis , were 
dainty Paragons in Nature *, 


* This Morher-Midnight, ſhap'd like a Sweden Hag, and by 
all likclihoed the Fayrics Midwifc, 


Igain the knight the old- wife gan ariſe. 


A proper Sahute, and as mannerly a Re- 
greet, you may expect, as an old Trot of 
her ſhape could afford. For thus ſhe ſeems 
to accolt him : © God may you bleſs, young 
* Gentleman 3 for you look like a' bonny 
* gameſom Youth. What way bound you 
* fo faſt down by this uncouth Forreſt?Sure, 


*it I miſs not my Mark, you are out of your 
Aim; 


[165] 
* Aim 3 for this is no High-way 3 Sooth in 
© God, there is ſomewhat or other, that 
-Sripes you by th' Heart; for your freſh, 
* flowry Countenance looks pale. Is it Love, 
*a God's Name, or ſome like giddy thing 
* that girds you ? 


—— Tell me what ye ſeken by your fay 
Peradventure it may the better be 
This old folke conne much thing (qd te) 


We old Trots are good for ſomething. 
We have many fine Medicines in ſtore, that 
Juſtier Hufhes little wot on. Read your + 
Rede tome then boldly, you fhall find me 
an honeſt old woman; And a.true truſty 
Friend in a Corner, though ſhe be n-ver fo 
ore-ſpent by Nature , may do a Buxſom 
Boy a Pleaſure. 


My lefe mother (qd this knight )certaine 
J nam but ded,but if that J can ſain 
TOs thing it is, that women inoſt de- 
ire ' 
Coud ye ine wiſſe, Þ wold quite well 
your Hire. 


His time limited is fo ſhort, and ſo ſpce- 
dy his Task, as it admits no Delay. He dit- 
M 3 covers 


| [160] | | 
Gvets rinto het the reaſon of his Raunge in 
that deſert ahd infrequented Forreſt. The 
Quefttion that he is injoyned to alloil upon 
pat of Life, he declares utito her. Albeit 
ſmall Cotnfort he expect from her. This he 
no ſooner imparts, than ſhe returns him this 
unexpected. Anſwer to bring him back to 
himſelf, from this high-beat Path of his ap- 


proaching Danger. 
jPlight me thy trouth here tn my hand 
( 9d te ) 


The next thing that J requireof the 
Thou alt.it dozif tt be tn thy might 
Iidd J woll tell 1t you, oz it be night. 
Dapper Youth, quoth ſhe, this Geer is 
of ſome weight z It 184 dear wade, when 
your Lite lies upon laſt Stake. Well, go 
to; you have travell d far, and you are ne- 
vera Chip the wiſer, , You ;q ſee an old 
Wite has ſome;,Wit. But firſt you muſt re- 
quite me, or I mean never to reſolve you. 
Give me your Hand-Promile, that afte,T1 
have told you this Queſtion, you will grant 
whatſoever TI ſhall demand of you, if it be 
in your power z Do not dtny'me, Jeſt I 
leave you as I fourd you. 


Daue 
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Yaue here my trought (qd the knight) A 
graunt. 


Life is ſweet ; he will neither deny her, 
nor delay her, but vows truly to perform 
whatſoever ſhall be injoyned by her. 


Than qd the, J may me well auaunt 
Thylifets ſafe — 


Be of good chear 'then. Your Lite 1s as 
ſafe as mine, and ſafer too ; for I have one 
Foot ith' Grave, as you may fee, already. 
I will fo truly reſolve it, as the Queen her- 
ſelf, who firſt put this Queſtion to you,ſhall 
before all that fair Aflembly+ maintain it, 


that the proudeſt ſhe that wears a Kerchict 


on her Head, ſhall not deny it. Withdraw 
your ſelf into that Arbour, and I will 


tel] you, 


-——- Without lenger ſpeche 
Tho rovoned We a piſtel in his ere 
Ind bad him to be glad.and hyaue no fere, 


The preciouſeſt Ear-Ring that ever he 
wore. What he had ſought for among fo 
many Beauteous Damoſels, in ſo many tre- 
quented places, in ſuch eminent Courts, 
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ard could never attain, he finds now in the 
Breſt of an old withered Hag, in a wild For- 
reſt, far remote from the Seat or Sight of 
men. Suppoſe him then ,- thus provided, 
now approaching the Court, where he 1s 
expected according to his Day limited, to 
return his Anſwer, where he 1s cither to 
come ofi with Honour or Danger. 


(The quene her ſelf, ſitting as a juſliſe) 

Aflemvled ben, his an\ſwere foz to here 

Jud afterward this knight was bode a- 
pre. 


A great Aſſembly of women are purpoſe- 
ly come to Court to hear this Knight's An- 
ſwer, and to give their Judyments, as may 
be thought, whether this Queſtion tv him 
propoſed, were by him truly or no reſolved. 
A general Silence by an O Yes, thrice pub- 
lickly cried, was to all Women injoyned. 
. A Task, I grant of no ſmall difficulty, but 
this was, to th' end this Knight ſhould nat 
be interrupted. The Knight, aftcr his Ap- 
Pearance,, and ſo free Audience, with a 
ſhrill Voice and ſtout Spirit, as one conti- 
dent of his Anſwer, afioiles the Queltion 
with thisReſoJution * 

| Py 
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My liege lady : generally, qd. he 
Uomen deſiren to haue ſouerainte 
Is well over her huſbonds as her lone 
Ind foz to ben in mailtry hem aboue 
COSINE molt deſire, though ye me 
| 

-Poth as you liſt, J am here at your will, 

There is nothing which a woman deſires 
more than Soveraignty 3 Command 1s her 


Content 3; Dominion her Minion ; her will 
her Weal. This the Poet confirms : 


Nor Love, nor Life, nor Liberty, nor Land, 
Can pleaſe a Wench, unleſs ſhe have Command, 


Soveraignty is ſuch a Pearl in her Eye, 
that Life isa loathing unleſs it be attending. 
Thus hath he returned his Anſwer 3 now 
hear what Applauſe it recerves in this fair 
Faminine Ailembly. 


In all the court nas there wifene maid 
Ne widow, that contrarted that he ſaid 


2Wut ſatd, he was wo2thy han his like, 
By general Voice and Vote he is held 
worthy to have his Life. Their own Bo- 
ſms elſe would have condemned them, and 
FF: t1 © netled 
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netled the old rivell'd Hag, from whom he 
receiv'd that Anfiyer, and who all the time 
had been filent, ' to have ſtirred her glib 
Tongue among them. Now imagine, after 
this Queſtion ſo fully refolved, and the 
whole Court of Women ready to be difſol- 
ved, with what unexpected Joy this Late 
perplexed Knight was tranſported ; which, 
(behold the Mutability of all Earthly Com- 
_ forts, ever ſweeter in Ambition than Fraiti- 
on) was asquickly exiled, by another Oc- 
current which now {ucceedeth. 


Ind with that wozd, up ltert the old 
wife | 


Which that the knight fond ſitting on 
the grene 
Mercy (qd the)my ſoueraine lady quene-- 


No ſooner was this Queſtion reſolved, 
the Knight pardoned, and all ready to de- 
part, than up ſtarts this old Trot, and ap- 
peals to the Queen, who fate as Chief Ju- 
{tice 3"to whom ſhe exhibits herPetition ,, 
after that, Iike another O-phada, ſhe had 
unnimbly ruſhed down upon her four Quar- 
ters, and in her beſt homely manner had 


done her Reverence : < Madam, I am an 
| | cc old 
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& 514 woman, and ſo muſt youngeſt here be, 
« jf they live to't; yet at old woman de- 
« ſerves her due as well as the youngeſt : 
< This gay Knight, ſimply though I ſtand 
. © here, was taught by me his Anſwer : for 
* which he plighted me hisTroth , that 
<* whatſoever I ſhould demand at his Hand, 
R if it lay in his power, he would perform, 


ve the court than p2ay J the ſir 
wg , 
(00.08) that thou me takeunto thy 
I 
Foz wy thou wotlt.that J haue kept thy 


You ſhall not ſay, Sir Knight, that I love 
you 111; both to ſave your Lite, and procure 
you a Wife, is no mean Courteſje, I mean 
to beſtow no worſe' than my ſelf on you 3 
- and many a poor Knight would be heartily 
glad of a worſe Choice. You know Pro- 
miſe is Debt ; nor can you pay your Debt, 
unleſs you tender your (elf. 


f J ſayfalle, ſay nay upsn thy fay, 
FIN anſwerd, alas and welg- 


She 
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Che puts hm to his Book-Oath, but he 
will neither take it, nor her by his good- 
will. He muſt now turn over a new Leaf, 
and act another freſh Scene of Sorrow. For, 
thinks he, if Life be nothing without Socie- 
ty, what may that Life be worth, where he 
muſt live with her whom he eternally loths? 
Thusto live were to die ; yea to die were 
to live, rather than embrace ſuch a Life. 

Better thinks he, it had been by many De- 
grees, to have i{tood Mute, and ſubmitted 
himſelf to the extreameſt Cenſure, than up- 
on ſuch hard tearms to have procur'd an 
Anſwer, the iſſue whereof will undo him 
for ever. He reſolves then to make her a 
fair Proffer , the Acceptance whereof , 
though it ſhould make him a Beggar, yet wn 
his Conceipt infivitely happier. 


Take all my god. andlet my body go. 
Nay qd (he, than J ſhzewe vs both two. 


As if he ſhould ſay, I confcſs freely, that 

I have receiv'd an incomparable Courtclie * 
from youz being the next Means under 
God and my Gracious Soveraign, of pre- 
ſerving my Life; Nor will I deny but I 
promis d you upon the Anſwer ] gg. 
: rom 
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from you, whatſoever were 1n my power, 
I would freely and without exception give 
you. But little did I expect that my ſelf 
ſhould be the Gift. * Alas! You are an 
old Woman, and ſhould think of other mat- 
ters, than ſuch youthful Marriages. For 
what would this beget but Jealouſie in you, 
Diſcontent in me, and ſome miſerable End 
to us both? This Diſparity in our Years, 
can make no true Harmony in our Aﬀecti- 
ons. Ape, generally 1s more given to the 
World, than the Fleſh 5 Accept then of 
my Fortunes, I lay them down at your 
Feet, and leave me to the wide world to 
razſe me an Eſtate. I have nothing too dear 
for you but my ſelf ; releaſe me of that, and 
take all. This, he thought would have 
prevail'd, but he 1s far deceiv'd ; She ex- 
preſsly anſwers him, that it was not his For- 
tunes that could content her ; No, nor all 
the precious Ore, Metals, nor Minerals of 
the whole Earth. As his own Life was by 
her means ſaved, ſo expects ſhe that his own 
Perſon ſhall recompenſe it. Set your heart 
then at reſt, ſaith ſhe, as you receiv'd from 
me the Benefit of your Lite, ſo nuthing will 
content me but being your Wife and your 


Love. My 
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MWyloue (qdhe) nay my dampnation 
Flas that anyof my nation &c. 


My Love, my loathing ! Hanging anal 
wedding go by deſtiny , and he holds it 
diſputable, whether his loſs of life or choice 
of Fch a Wife , were the: greater Miſery. 
He holds Martial's opinion in his affiance tg 
this woman. 


Paula /ikes me, 'ſo ſhall I never her, 
Becauſe ſhe's old, unlefs ſhe elder were. 


He could be the better contented tg 
marry her, if he were but perſuaded that 
he ſhould ſhogly become her Surviyor 3 
mean time, this is his conceipt ; though, he 
received from her the bencht of his lite, yet 
he holds his life at too high a rate to be 
enthralled to her love. Neither , as he 
verily thinks, would this diſgrace which he 
ſhould thus incur , by ingaging himſelf to 
this unweldy Beldame, who was a very far- 
del of Diſeaſes, reflc& only upon himſelf, 
but on his whole Nation : For to deſcribe 
her, and beſtow on her her true Charadcter, 
what was ſhe, but a ſapleſs.ſcer ſtock withs 
out verdure za crawling creeping Cricket, 
withqut 
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without vigour 3 a proportionleſs feature 
without favour 2 One , whoſe mouth hke 
a common ſewer, was ever driveling;zwholſe 
Noſe, like a perpetual Limbeck, was ever 
dropping. The Sciatica had taken Poſleſ- 
fion of her Hip 3 the Megrim of her Head 
An aged Film had quite covered her Eyes 5 
And an inceſſant Cough taken ſerzure of her 
Lungs. Her Mouth was diſcharged of the 
Grinders ; from which 1hed1uch a Steam, 
as it would have put a Serjeant in mind of 
his Mortality. Yet muſt this proper Pulſs 
be this Knight's dainty Bride 5 For howſo- 
ever he hold himſelf tighly diſparaged, his 
Nation diſhonoured, his ſucceeding Hopes 
cternally daſhed; 


Wi Theend is this, that he 

cn__ was, that nedes mult he her 
e 

Ind -— Dias old wife, and goeth to 
ed. 


He muſt perform his Promiſe ; Where 
women are Judges, the worſt of their Sex 
muſt not be wronged. Now what a.com- 
fortable Bridal this was, let them judge, 


who have known the miſery of a tr) 
ed. 
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Bed. Bat no Remedy 1n caſes of luch inevi- 
table Neceſlity z He muſt put on the beſt 
Countenance he can, and learn to diſlem- 
ble with the World, the bittereſt of whoſe 

 Diſcontents he hath now ſufficiently taſted. 


Now wolden ſome men ſay parauenturs 
That foz my negligence, J do no cure 
To tellen you the joy and the array 
That at the feaſt was that ilke day. 

Now ſome (faith this old Wife of Bath) 
will perhaps expect that I ſhould ſpeak of 
the Joy and Jollity, Feaſts and Solemnity 
of this goodly Matriage, As firſt, how the 
Bride and Bridegroom were attired, with 
what Companies attended, what Dainty 
Cates were provided , how the Feaſters 
were ranked, with what Mufick and Melo- 


dy cheared. 
To he whey thing anſwere (ho2tly J 
Wa 


I ſay there was no joy ne feeſt at all. 


They that expect any jovial Day at ſuch 
a Bridal-Day, are much deceived ; There 
was nothing there but Pouting, Louring, 


and Cloudy Weather ; All things were _ 
O 
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of temper ; - No Conſort could keep any 
Concord, when the Chief of the Fealt were 
at, ſuch mortal Diſcord. They that came 
to,their Table, might be ſure to find ſtore 
of Foul 'in every Corner 3 Foul Looks, 
Foul Lips;, Foul Linen, Well may we 
think then ; 


con was the ſo2ow the knight had in his 
t 


hough | 

UWhan he was with his wite a bedde 
tbzought. 

He is nojy entring his Mount #tza, or his 
Caucaſus rather ; for ſhe is cold enongh for 
any ſeaſon. A perpetual Feaver now aftlicts 
him. Reſt he cannot, yet may ſhe reſt,ahd 
will not. 


De waloweth, and turneth to and fro, 
DS old wife lay ſmiling euermo | 
And ſaid ; © dere huſbonde, DO benedictte 


Fareth euery knight thus as ye ? 


While he makes his Bed his Rack, turn- 
iovg to and fro, tofling and wallowing in his 
Sheets of Shame, for fo he holds them, his 


Bed-fellow expoſtulates the Cauſe with 
N him, 
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him, and with a comfortable Smile, as you 
may gather , by her amiable Favour and 
Feature, thus accoaſts him 5 * Good God, 
© Dear Husband, what a toffing and turn- 
*ing you make! Fares every Knight with 
© his Wife as you do? Is this the Conf 
© of a firſt Nights Marriage > Marry, Fic 
* upon Wedding and this beit. Are King 
© Arthur's Knights ſo dainty of their Love, 
*as they will tender no Benevolence to 
* them from whom they receive the Benefit 
* of their Life? Sure, others are neither ſo 
*coy nor curious, ſo dainty nor dangerous 
* of their Buſſes nor Embraces as you be, 
* Am not T ſhe, who preſerved your Life 
* from Danger, and ſince have married you, 
* which deſerves ſome Honour How is it 
*then, that like a mad man, you ſhew this 
* Diſtemper , and with-hold that Freedom 
* of Love from me, which you ought in du- 
*ty to tender ? Firſt Night had been no 
* ſuch great matter, if you had been more 


* ſparing of your Love hereafter. 


Ty 
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Fy, what is my gilt 2 fox gods loue tell 
meit 


Andit Gall be amended if J may. 
Imended (qd this knight) alas nay 
nay &c. 


Sure my Guilt cannot be ſogreat, but if 
you look on the Means of your Safety, that 
will excuſe me ; But if T have been in ought 
blame-worthy, do but impart it, and I ſhall 
amend it. Amend it ( quoth the Knight ) 
that's impoſſible, When look on thy De-_ 
formity, it makes me quite forget the means 
of my Safety. Thy Preſence makes my 
Bed loathſom ; thy Old Age and baſe Birth 
make my Life weariſom. No wonder then, 
if I thus toſs, turn and turmoil my ſelf,when 
I feeno Object that may afford to my reſt- 
leſs Miſery the leaſt Hope of Comfort.Burſt 
then, poor hapleſs Heart, ſincethou art de- _ 
ſtitute of all Hope , and deprived of all 
Means of Help: 


Js this (qd the) the cauſe of your unte(t? 
Pe certainly qd he, no wonder ms, 
What, faith ſhe, is this all you can object 


againſt me? Is it my Baſe Parentage; or 
N 2 Mearj 
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Mean Perſonage the only Reaſon of your 
Diſtaſt? Yes, anſwers he, what Reaſons 
can be greatcr, when neither, outward 
Worth, nor Equality of Birth ſuits with 


mine Honour ? 


Now ſir (qd Ge) Jcouth amend all this 
If that me liſt, er it were dates thee 
Do well ye might beare you vnto me, | 


Well Sir, theſe are no ſuch great Eye- 
ſores, but they might be cured ; yea, and 
before three Dates were epic pc de- 
meaned your ſelf towards me as became a 
Loving Husband. But whereas you ſtand 
ſo much upon Gentility of Blood; Truſt me, 
{weet Spoule, theſe Titles are bur Trifles. 
Thoſe only are to be held generous, who 
are Vertuous ; thoſe Ignoble,, who are Vi- 
cious. Nobility of Blood, if it want inward 
Worth, is ſoon corrupted ; and the higheſt 
Family without Vertue, ſtained. It 1s true, 
we derive from our Anceſtors our Delſcents, 
yet if we come ſhort of them in Deſerts, we 
more diſhonour them, than we are honour- 
ed by them. For howſoever they confer 
on us their Inheritance, they cannot leave 


us their Goodneſs; That muſt be by our 
own 
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own Endeavours obtained, not to us Line- 
ally derived. He 1s a right Gentlewan, that 
has gentle Conditions; from whence he 
took his Name, as. it agreed belt with his 
Nature, 


Uel can the wiſe poete of Flozence 
That hight Daunte, ſpeke in thts ſen- 
tence. 


Daunt , a Famous 1talian Poet, of whom 
ſucceeding times have given this Approved 


"Teſtimony 3 


Ingenuous Daunt, who had the Art to jſt 
His Subjet to his Verſe, his Terſe to it, 

He was Laureat jn his I'itme, and of ſuch 
a pregnant preſent. Conceipt, as he was no 
leſs honoured by the Eminenteſt Princes 
then living 3 who joy d to behis 1/ccarar: 
than memorized after his Death with a rich 


and ſumptuqus Monument, with his Fjþgre- 
to Life engrav enon it. , 


L 
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Loin ſuch manner rime is Bauntes tale 
Ful _ up riſeth by his bzannches 
_ timale 
Rn of man : fo2 God of his geod- 
neue 

Wol _ we claim of him our genttl- 

' neue, 

Here this old Woman ſhews her ſelf gra- 
ced with inward Worth, though ſhe want 
outward Parts, in a free Delivery of her 
Reading both in Poetry and Philoſophy. 
Wherem ſhe firſt repeats Daxnt's Divine 
Sentence, how we are to attribute all glory 
unto God, from whom we receive not only 
outward Prowels , 'but all inward Good- 
neſs. From our Elders, we may receive 
Fortunes and Temporal Bleflings, which 
uſually prejudice moſt, where they are pol- 
ſeſs'd moſt : But for inward Abilities, it is 
not in their power to derive them to us, nor 
beltow them on us. And he gives the Rea- 
ſon, which he confirms with a Familiar In- 
ſtance: For, faith he , Should Goodneſs 
be derived lineally , - then where there is 
any goodneſs in the Anceitor, it ſhould dif- 
fuſe and propagate it ſelf toall his Family ; 
None that deſcended from him, ſhould be 


addicted 
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addicted toany Villany : There would be 
an —— of Goodneſs in the whole Li- 


nage. Ju 
the darkeſt Cell betwixt Heav'n and Fro- 
zen Cancaſ#s, yet would it, according to its 
Natural Quality and Operation, give Light 
and Heat; The Darkneſs of the Houſe 
could neither obſcure nor extinguiſh it ; till 
what fed it were conſumed, and fo it ſelf 
became quenched. But it is far otherwiſe 
with Gentry , it derives no ſuch Native 
Motion nor Operation from her Family. 


Fo2 god it wot, men may full often find 
I lozdes ſon done Chame and villany —— 


As Baſtard-Slips take ſeldom deep Root, 
ſo the freeſt and moſt generous Plants bring 
not alwaies forth moſt Fruit, The hope- 
fulleſt Cyens are oft-times molt degenerate. 
Catiline and Cethegws were a ſhame to their 
Fathers; So were Semphronia and Lucilla 
to their Mothers. He or ſhe then (ſaith 
this Moral Bride) that would be accompted 
Generous, let him be Vertuous ; Hecan- 
not' be a Gentleman, that is not endowed 
with a Gentle Mind. Be he or ſhe never © 
nobly Deſcended, it Debauch'd, they are 

N 4 but 


as Fire, ſhould you carry it into. 
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but Peaſants. Neither can we juſtly chal- 
lenge to our '{elves any Honour from our 
Anceſtors, if we ſecond them not in ACti- 
ons worthy the Renown of thoſe Anceſtors. 
It is neither Priority of Place, nor Nobility 
of Race, that deſerves Approving,but Gen- 
tleneſs and Afﬀability, which from God 
have their fole Beginning. 


Thinketh how noble, as ſaith Ualerius 
UWaias thilke Tullius Yoſtilius, 


Tullys Hoſtilize, of whom fo 
glorious a. mention 1s made by 
Valerias Maxinms, was the third Kmg of the 
Romans, a Prince of Singular -Sobriety, a 
ſingular Obſerver of all Vertues ; Infomuch 
as his own Goodneſs raisd- him to that 
Greatneſs. His Poverty. could not keep 
him from Imperial Dignity , becauſe the 
Eyes of all good men were upon him ; by 
whoſe genera] Suffrage he was elected, and 
to a Regal Seat advanced. Perule likewiſe 
the Works of Seneca and Foctins, two Au- 
tho1s moſt ſententioully Divine, and you 
ſhall find (faith this old Bride ) that it 1s 
gentle Deeds that make one truly Gentile. 
By all which, ſhe expreſsly concludes, that 

| an 
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an Honourable Deſcent -infers not ever 
| Eminence of Deſert; For as one may be 
| Low-bredand well diſpos'd, fo may one be 
High-born, and ill-affected. 


Ind - "2 dere huſbond, J thus con- 
clude 

Al were tt that mine anceters were rude 
Pet inay that hie god, and ſo hope J 
Gzaunt me grace to live vertoully, 


Surceaſe Husband, to twit me thus with 
Baſeneſs of Birth 5 Though mine Anceſtors 
were rude, yet if God give me Grace to be 
good, my Vertuous Life (hall ennoble my 
low Line. ' Let not this therefore ſo much 
diſtaſt you, though my Deſcent be mean, I 

e 


purpoſe to ſupply that Want by Deſerts, it 
that may pleaſe you. 


Andthere as yeof pouertie me rep2eue 
The hte God, on whom that we bilene 
In vailful pouerte cheſe to lede his life &c. 


Secondly, Whereas you ſcem ſo much to 
tax me for my Poverty z That Condition is 
rather to be loved, than reproved. He who 
may bea Pattern to us all tor Imitation,pre- 
ferred voluntary Poverty before any other 

| Condition. 
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Condition. Neither may we think would 
He have chus'd it, if there had been any 
Evilin it. The Philoſopher faith , To be 
ſilent in Profperity, chearful in Adverſity, 
in both toſhew an Indifterency, is the high- 
eft Pitch of Philoſophy. Itis the Saying of 
Sage Seneca , and other Learned men, T hat 
he only is Proſperous and Happy, who con- 
tents himſelf with his Poverty 3 Admit he 
be not worth a Shirt to his back, he has 
Wealth enough, who holds himſelf content. 
He is the richeſt, whoſe Deſires are feweſt ; 
He the pooreſt, whoſe Wiſhes are fulleſt. 
There isno Poverty but Sin properly. J«- 
venal ſpeaks merrily : 


He that' x ſo poor he is not worth a Groat, 
Before a Thief may ſing a merry Note. 


Yea,to deſcribe'more fully the Excellency 
of Poverty ; It is a Soveraign good, though 
generally hateful , inwardly fruitful. An 
expedite Diſpatcher of Buſineſs 3 For how- 
ſoever we pay for Expedition in theſe 
Courts on Earth, this is that leads us in the 
expediteſt Courſe to the Court of Heaven ; 
It enlighteneth our Underſtanding, enliven- 


cth our Conceiving , rectifieth our Judg- 
ment, 


| [187] 
ment, if in theſe Guſts of ſeeming Affliction 
we be patient. Theſe, and many other 
excellent Fruits produceth Poverty, though 
few or none entertain it willingly. Nay, 
which is more, it brings Man to the Know- 
ledg of himſelf, and of God, who, for his 
Love to Man, humbled himſelf. Beſides, 
It is a very clear Mirror or Looking-Glaſs, 
wherein he may diſtinguiſh Friends from 
Foes, and try whom he may ſafely truſt. 
Reprove me then no more (Gentle Sir ) for 
my Poverty ; nor grieve. your ſelf at that 
which brings with it more Comfort than 


Miſery. 


Now ſir,cke of elde ye repzeued me 

Ind certes (ir, though none autozite 

Were in no boke ye gentils of honour 

Daine oe men ſhuld an old wtight ho- 
nour &c. 


Laſtly Sir, Whereas you deſpiſe me for 
mine Age ; If no Authority did enjoyn yor, 
nor no Book inform you, that Age were to 
be reverenced, even your own Gentilit 
would exaCt this from you, and that inbred 
Civility which Nature hath planted in you. 
When you ſee an Old Man, for the Reve- 
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rence you bear unto his Age, you clepe him 
Father. Will you contemn me then, becauſe 
I am like your Mother 2 Inthis reſpect, 
you ſhould rather cheriſk, than diſcourage 
me, honour, than diſparage me. 


Gray Hairs were once in reverence till now, 
So were deep Furrows in an Aged Brow. 


Believe 1t Sir, though * Gray Hairs be 
young mens Terrors, they are old mens 
realuresz Though young mens Laughter, 
they are old mens honours. More Experi- 
ence is here ſhrouded, than Fair Looks, or 
Freſh Locks ever yet attained. 


® Can! revenue Spetra, Senum Specula ; Juvenum Lud: - 
b1a, Sennm Decora: Adag. 


Now there as ye ſain, that J am foule 
and olde 
Than Dzede you not to ben a cokewolde, 


Now whereas you {till caſt inmy Diſh, 
mine Age and Deformity 3 This you may 
uſe for an Antidote againſt Jealouftte, When 
you are abroad, you need not fear me z 
Aﬀedtion is grown ſo cold in me, it can work 


no ſtrong Ettects on my Phantatie. No 
w1l 
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will any one dcfire much to court me, for 
my Deformity. Decrepit Age and want of 
Beauty, are ſufficient Guardians to preſerve 
Chaſtity. For as Age is ever attended'on 
by Honour, it 1s with more Reverence lo- 
ved thanluſted after. | 


But natheles, ſin J knoto your delice 

J (hall fulfil your wozidly appettte. _ 

CH (qd the) one of theſe things 
ey 

To haue me foule andolde; til that J 


Dey 
Ind be to you a trewe huinble witke 
And neuer rou diſpleaſe in all my life 


D2 els wol you haue me yong and faire 
And take your aduenturlt of the repatre . 
c—_— come to your houſe, becauſe 

of me 
O2 in ſome other place, may well be 2 


But go too Str; I ſee theſe pleas will 
hardly pleaſe. The Bride that lyes by you 
muſt be beautiful or 'ſhe will not content 
you. Beauty 1s a dainty Pearl in your eye. 
Well ; you ſhall have your deſire : There 
1s nothing that may delight you , wherein 
I will not fatisfic you, 1f 1t be in my power 

to 
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to grant you. Go to then , I will offer to 
your choice two things, wherein pleaſe 
your ſelf, and you ſhall pleaſe me who am 
our ſecond ſelf. Firſt is, whether you will 

fave meaged and deformed as I now am ; 
and fo find me an humble, loving, and affa- 
. ble Wife, unwilling todiſpleaſe you, ready 
at bed and board to be diſpoſed by you, in 
all reſpects conformable unto you. Or elſe, 
you will have me young and fair, and fub- 
ject your ſelf ro the hazards of beauty. For 
well you know, that as youth is ſooner 
tempted, ſo is beauty ſooneſt tainted. I 
cannot avoid it but I muſt have Suitors to 
court me, Servantsto comfort me, dainty 
Didappers to viſit me. Your houſe muſt 
be alwayes open to Strangers, mine arms to 
embraces, my perfum'd Lips to youthful 
Kiſles. 


Now 
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ow © your ſeluen whether that you 
tket 
This Knight auiſeth him, and ſoze ſiketh 
But at the laſt, he ſaid in manere : 
My lady and my loue,and wike lo dere 
J put me in your wiſe gouernaunce 
Cheſeth your ſelf, which may be moze 
pleaſunce 
And moſt honour to you and me alſo 
I do no fozce whether of the two — 


The world is well amended ; Now when 
It 15 in his choyce, he ſtands indifferent for 
her Change. Yet could he find in his heart 
that ſhe Pad Beauty, ſo none-might ſhare 
with him inher Beauty. But Jealouſte 1s 
ſuch a dangexous Malady, as to prevent all 
occaſion, he will content himſelf with her 


 Deformity, rather than become ſubject to 


ſo cureleſs an Infirmity. Firſt therefore he 
here adviſeth, then ſigheth, laſtly thus con- 
cludeth : Albeit, Dear Wife, you may ima- 
gine what Comfort it would be to me to en- 
Joy a Beautiful Bed-tellow 3 one whoſe out- 
ward Parts might make her honoured 
where-ever ſhe reſorted ; and whoſe ſweet 
Society might allay my Diſtaſts, and im- 

| prove 


Rs 5... 

prove my Comforts whenſoever occaſioned; 
yet. ſhall not you find me ſo drenched or 
drowned in ſenſual Delights, as to prefer 
mine own Appetite before the Light of 
Reaſon. I underſtand by your grave and 
diſcreet Arguments,that you are wiſe,which 
15 to be incomparably valued above all out- 
ward Beauty. Make choyce then of what 
may ſeem beſt in your own Diſcretion ; I 
will in no wiſe give way tomy own blind 
Aﬀection ; which of theſe two ſoever ma 

tender you moſt Pleaſure and Hotour chal 
it, and fo diſpuſe of me and it, as your Ho- 
nour may be moſt advanced by it. I ſhall 
hold my ſelf content whether of theſe two 


you accept. 


F02 as$ you liketh, it ſuffiſeth me. 
Than haue J got of you the inaltrte 
- (qd the) 
Din J inaycheſe, and goucrne as my 
l 
Pe _ wife (qd he ) J holdit foz the 


Kiſſe me (qd Ge) we be no lenger wzothe 
Foz by iny trueth, { woll be to you 
bothe 8c. 


Now 
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_ . Now what ſhe fo long aimd at, ſhe ha$ 
 gotzherownWil; and therein, which may 
= more ſtrange, his Happineſs. You have 
| giyen me, faith ſhe, the Maſtery 5 which 
; hall be ſuch a Government, as it ſhall not 
| have the leaſt taſt of Tyranny. This you 
| havedoneſo freely, as it injoins my Ulage 
to be friendly. Goto Sir 3 You {hall hence 
find what Benefit an obedient and obfervant 
Husband may reap by refigning his Will to 
the Will ofhis Wife: You ſtood doubtful 
 atfirft, whether of thoſe two'Offers which I 
made you, were to be accepted by you 5 
| Thatis, whether you would have me cont]- 
nue as Iam,Aged and Deformed, but with+ 
al Conſtant, Continent, and to your Com- 
man4 Obedicnt ; Or Young and Beautjful, 
but withal Youthful, and :in danger to be- 
come Incontinent. But, now 'I thall take 
from you all Occaſion of Doubting, and 
make you happy in your. Affgction. For I 
will be to you both Young and Beautiful 5 
and wichal, ſo conſtant in my Love, fo Con- 
tinent in, my Deſires, {0 Moderate in my 
Delights, 4 Temperate im my Reſolves, ſo 
Diſcreet in my Directigns, fo Vertuoutly 
Cood and Gracious in all my Actions,as you 
O ſhalt 
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ſhall find your Happineſs fully Crowned in 
enjoying me. Nor will I feed your Hopes 
with any long Delay; For by the next 
Mormng, ſhall my Beauty be tuch, as no 
Lady from Eaſt to Welt may compare with 
me 3 whereof, with my Life, diſpoſe - as 
may beſt pleaſe you. : 


Ind ſo they llepte till it was mozow 
grate : 

And than (he ſaid, whan it was date | 

Calt vp the courteine, and loke how tt 1s, 

Ind when this knight ſaw all this 

That the ſo faire was and lo yong ther:0 

Foz joy ye hent her in jig armes two. 


Howſoever it be faid, that they both 
ſlept ; It is probably to be doubted, whe- 
ther he, at leaſt, ſlept or no. Such a long- 
ing deſire he had to ſee this approaching 
Hour of her Tranſmutation. But when this 
happy Hour was approached, Amroraher 
burniſh'd Beams diſperſed, and the Cur- 
tain. drawn aſide, by which this Brides 
Beauty might be diſcerned ; it is not to be 
me how ſtrangely this over-joyed 
Bridegroom was intranced. Straight-waies 
he inwreaths her in his Arms, looks Babies 

in 
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in her Eyes; and as one embathed in Bliſs, 
a thouſand times a row he kifleth her, meer- 
pl tranſported with joy for the Beauty he 
aw 1n her. 


Thas did they ſurſet it in midſt of Plenty, 


Ten K tſſes ſbort as 01C, OHe long as Twenty, 


To treat farther of it, I will not 3 Mo- 
deſty would have this Subject enfkreened, 
& left to the Imagination to conceive it. Let 
it ſuffice, that as her Beauty could not chuſe 
but give him Content, fo was ſhe to him 
conſtant and obedient : In which mutual 
Aﬀection; ſeconded with perfect Joy, free 
from all Jar, they continued till their Lives 
ended. 


And Jeſu Chiiſt us ſende 


Yuſbondes meke, yong, and freſh a bedde 


Ind grace to ouerliue hem that we wed, 
And 'Þ p2ay to God, to ſhozt her liues 
That will not be gouerned by her wiues 
And olde and angry nigardes of diſcence 
Oo0d lend hem lone a very peſtilence. 


Here at laſt this good Old Wife of Path 
ends her long Relation with a ſerious Sup- 
plication z By which ſhe ſhews that ſhe has 
O 2 One 
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one Colt's Tooth yet left; Neither doth 
ſhe pray only for her ſelf, bur for the whole 
Congregation ofher Sex: That they may 
have Husbands Aeek, to live with, Toune, 
tolove with, and Freſh, to lie with 3 That 
they may ever be their Survivors ; That 
ſuch Husbands may have ſhort Lives, who 
will not ſuffer their Wives to be Governors; 
And that a Peſtilence may light on all ſuch 
Huſbands and Niggardly Cot-queans as 
cannot diſpoſe of their own, but are Miſers, 
And ſo ends ſhe her Story to make her Au- 
dicence merry. Thus then will we conclude 
our Comment, and recount the Comical 
Paſſages of their Nuptial Content, woven 
up in theſe Verſes. 


The King's appeas'd, the Queen reſts ſatisfi'd, 
The Bridegroom joyes in his new-formed Bride 
No Part in her appears from Top to Toe 

But may give Nature thanks for making 't ſo; 
Inward and Outward Graces joyntly meet, 

To make his Comfort in her more compleat 5 « 
Long did they live together in true Love, *' 
While each with other in Aﬀe@&ion ſtrove © 

© Hay all Folk marry ſo that would live well, 

* Or let them tarry, and kad Apes in Hell. 


AN 
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An 
APPENDIX 


Ra Ftcr ſuch time as the Autor, »p- 
we 01: the inſtancy of ſi 4. ſundry Perſons 
WP of 2uality, had finiſld his 
F Comments pox theſe Two 
Tales; the Peruſal of there be- 
got that Influence over the clear and weighty 
Judgments of the Strifeſt and Rigideſt Cen- 
ſors ;, as their high poi. of them in- 
duced their Importunity to the Author to go 07 
with the reſt, as he had ſucceſsfully done with 


theſe Two fr ſt Ingenuonſly proteſting, _ 
J 
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they had not read any Subjed diſcourſing by 
_ way of Illuſtration, and running Deſcant on 
ſach Lightzbut Harmleſs Fancies, more hand- 
ſomly couched, nor modeſtly ſhadowed, All 
which, though urgently preſs'd, could make ng 
Impreſſion on the Author : For bis Definite 
Anſwer was this : © That his Age, without 
«© any Appellant, might render his Apology 
© and priviledge him ſrom Commenting 0 
© Conceptions (were they never ſo pregnant ) 
© being interveined with Levity, Saying ; 


* Of ſuch light Toyes Hee'd ta'n a long 
cc Adews, | 

* Nor did He mean his Knowledge to 
* renew. 


&« Neither could he entertain any ſach thought. 
« of mo in theſe, being begun and fi- 
&« iſh a in his Blooming Tears ;- wherein the 
< Heat of Conceipt, more than the Depth of In- 
Ec telleft diffated to his Pen, The Remainder 
&* of his Hours henceforth was to namber his 
& Dates: But if Aſon's Herb ſhould revive 
* him, and ſtore him with a new Plumage, he 
© was perſuaded that his Touthful Genius 
© could not beſtow his Endeavour en any Au- 

* thor 


_—————  _ 


[195] | 
&« thor with zzore Pleaſure nor Complacency to 
© Fancy, than the Nluſtrations of Chaucer. 
Amidſt this Di ſcour ſe, a Critick ſtepping 
in, ob reed out 0 ou Dnickneſs of his Cen- 
ſure, much like that Phantaſtical Madam, who 
drew Rapſodies from cg Carpet, that he 
could allow well of Chaucer, if his Language 
were Better. Whereto the Author of theſe 
Commentaries return'd him this Ag 
* Sir, It appears, you prefer Speech before the 
T ® Head-picce 3 ; Language before Invention; 
© whereas Weight of judgment has ever given 
< Invention Priority before Language. And 
© ot to leave you diſſatisfied, As the Time 
© wherein theſe Tales were writ , rendered 
"BI incapable of the one ;, 80 his Preenanc 
©* of Fancy approv'd him incomparable for the 
© other. Which Anſwer FR 'd this Cenſor, 
and juſtified the Author ;, leaving New-holme 


to atteſt his Deſerts 5 his Works to perpetuate 
his Honour, 
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